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This volume, begun and published during the session of the 
Twenty- Fifth Legislature, has been prepared in the hope that it 
will prove of interest to the general reader for the information 
it contains concerning men connected with public affairs in this 
state, and an acceptable souvenir to the members 
themselves of their stay at Austin and joint labors as law-makers 
for the people of Texas at a session of the legislature, second in 
importance to none that has been held in the state since the war. 
The members of the Twenty-Fifth Legislature have been 
brought together in the committee rooms, have engaged in pas- 
sages of arms in debate upon the floor of the two Houses in 
fighting for or against measures that will affect the interests of 
their constituents, and have commingled socially in hours of leis- 
ure and said many things to one another that will be long re. 
membered after this session has reached its close, to provoke a 
smile or to gravely influence their after views and thoughts. 
Their 'association has led to friendships whose ties will prove 
stronger than many of them now suppose, and has evoked a spirit 
of comradeship that will lead them to note each step in the future 
careers of colleagues with more than passing interest— to feel in 
the coming years sincere gratification upon learning of new suc- 
cesses achieved and new honors won and no less sincere regret upon 
learning of reverses sustained. 

^ This volume filled with specific information concerning those 

with whom they are now so intimately connected will hereafter 
recall many an incident of the session that would otherwise be for^ 

c ^ gotten and, with the reading will rise forms and faces of former as- 

wr '" sociates even after a majority of them have passed to the '*undis- 
covered country," that they and all of us must eventually ex* 

'•> plore« A book of this kind will, therefore, doubtless be a source 
of never failing interest to them, It preserves, moreover, in en- 









duriog form, records of lives lived and services rendered, many 
of which deserve to be remembered, not alone by the descendants 
of the men themselves, but by a people for whom they have la* 
bored and in whose service many of them have grown gray and 
achieved deserved renown. 

Now a few of the biographies contain lessons that should prove 
of value to the young, for they teach that sobriety, earnestness, 
honesty, and labor and talents well applied for the good of one's 
self and others, are the sesames that alone unlock the doors that 
bar the way to honorable fame, desirable success, and true 
usefulness and happiness, and alone can render this world a place 
of sunny hills and pleasant valleys, and that without these, noth- 
ing is to be hoped for and everything to be dreaded. May the 
lessons be well laid to heart. 

The rules of order and standing committees of the Senate and 
House that it contains add greatly to its value. 
The paragraphs under the heading of 'Passing Comments' should 
prove acceptable, as they are designed to add spice and variety to 
the pages— a little caviare, as it were, to give zest to the meal 
and keep the reader interested in what is before him. 

Any book that can speak, be it with ever so still and small 
a voice, to any human soul any useful word of wisdom to 
guide it amid the snares and pitfalls that lie thick along the way 
of life, has its value and its author has no reason to make any 
apology for its production. Therefore I have none to make for this. 

Mr. H. G. Wickes is equally interested with me in the pub- 
lication of the volume. 

E. H. LOUGHERY. 
Austin, April, 1897. 



state (Pftictals. 



C. A. CULBERSON, 

GOVERNOR OF TEXAS. 

Was born in Dadeville, Tallapoosa county, Alabama, June 10th 
1855; His parents, Hon. D. B. and Mrs. Hmma Culberson, 
moved to Texas in 1856. 

He grew to manhood at Jefferson, in Marion county, this state. 
After a course in a famous school c»f the time, located at Gilmer, ' 
Texas, he entered the Virginia Military Institute, at Lexington 
Va.,; graduated in 1874; studied law in his father's ofl&ce and 
the University of Virginia; was admitted to the bar in 1878; was 
elected Countv Attorney in 1880; was nominated for the Legis- 
lature bv the Democracy of Marion countv in 1882, but declined 
the proffered honor; moved to Dallas in 1887, where he became 
a member of the well-known firm of Bookhout & Culberson; was 
nominated by acclamation for Attorney- General by the state 
convention held at San Antonio in 1890 and elected by the custo 
mary Democratic majority in November following; was renomi- 
nated and re-elected to that ofl&ce in 1892; in 1894 was nomi- 
nated for Governor by the state convention held at Dallas, and 
elected at the polls, and in 1896 was renominated at Fort Worth 
and re-elected after a brilliant campaign in which he helped 
restore the ancient prestige of the Democracy of Texas and 
inflict irretrievable defeat upon the enemies, who, ever since 
war, between the states, had plotted its overthrow. The major- 
ity accorded him in 1896 coestitutes a tribute to his loyalty to 
ptinciple and faithfulness In the discharge of duty, as high as 
well deserved* He is a worthy scion of an honorable and illus- 
trious family, and has made, and is making, Texas, a good gov- 
nor. His wife, a most accomplished and excellent lady, is a 
daughter of the late Col. W. M. Harrison, of Fort Worth. 
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QEORQE T. JESTER, 

I.IBUTBNANT*GOVSRNOR, 

Was born in Macoupin county, 111., August 23, 1847; came 
overland to Corsicana, Texas, with his widowed mother and 
other cnildren in 1858; labored as a boy at any honest work his 
hands could find to do to help support the family; in intervals 
snatched from daily toil acquired a good English education, 
read law, and wotitd hpve prosecuted his studies to ad- 
mission to the bar but for untoward circumstances; clerked 
for several years; saved sufficient money to go into business for 
himself, and from that time on has steadily won his way to the 
front by force of inate ability and merit. He has been exten^ 
sively engaged in farming and stockraising for many years and is 
now devoting bis attention exclusively to those pursuits, having 
retired from the banking business with which he was connected. 

His Valley Hill farm near Corsicana is one of the most beau- 
tifully situated and best conducted farms in Texas. 

In 1890 he was elected on the Democratic ticket to the House 
of Representatives of the Twenty-Second Legislature, from the 
Sixtieth District, Navarro county; was elected to the Senate of 
the Twenty-Third Legislature, and in 1^94 was elected Lieuten- 
ant Governor of TexaSr t€^^ which position h^ waf'^-elected in 
1896 without opposition. As a member of the Legislature he 
introduced and pushed to enactment several measures of far- 
reaching benefit to the state. Nearly every page of the House 
and Senate Journals, published during the sessions at which he 
served, bear evidence of his faithtulness to the principles and 
pledges of the Democracy of Texas and best interests of the peo- 
ple, and his sound sense and true ability as a law maker. As 
Lieutenant Governor, and on occasion, as acting Governor, he 
has discharged the duties incumbent upon him in a manner to add 
further to the high reputation previously earned. He is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church, South, and Corsicana Re- 
lief Association; is President of the Shipper's Compress Co., at 
Corsicana, and is identified with agricultural and commercial 
interests calculated to promote the development ot the section in 
which he resides., 

In 1871 he was united in marriage to Miss Alice Bates, who 
died in 1876. leaving two children — Claud W. and Alice Bates 
Jester. In 1880, five years after the death of his first wife, he 
married Miss Fannie P. Gordon, who has borne'him three chil- 
dren, Charles G-, Buford H. and George T. Jr. His father, Mr. 
Levi Jester, who died in 1852, moved to Illinois trom Delaware, 
and was a highly respected merchant. 



His mother died at Corsicana in 1885. She was a daughter of 
Rev. Hampton McKinney, (related to the Hamptons of South 
Carolina) who moved to Texas in 1847 and built the first honse 
— a log cabin — on the site of the thriving* town of Corsicana. 

Lieutenant Governor Jester, is more largely interested in stock-* 
raising and farming than in any other pursuits, owning three 
thousand acres of arable land in Navarro county, divided into 
farms and pastures. He is, in the best sense of the word, a self- 
made man, has worked his way way up fi^om extreme poverty and 
despite hardships of all descriptions, knows by experience, and 
not merely from hearsay or the writing and speeches of others^the 
evils that bear heavily upon the people and should be remedied, 
and is identified thoroughly with every plan and purpose of the 
great Democracy that has joined battle to win step by step vic«^ 
ries whose final consummation will be the full development of our 
free institutions along patriotic lines that will give us, or at least 
our descendants, a government that will rest lightly upon the 
shoulders of the people, be a blessing to all, encourage the good, 
restrain the bad, give full scope to the energies and aspirations 
of every toiler with hand or brain, and realize the hopes of those 
whose valor and patriotism gave it birth. 

He has filled every position to which he has been called by the 
confidence of the people of Texas, with fidelity to them and 
honor to himself and there is no station, however high, that he 
would not adorn. 



R. R. GAINES, 

CHIEF JUSTICE SUPREME COURT. 

Was born in Sumpter County, Alabama, October 30, 1836; 
graduated from the University of Alabama (Tuscaloosa) in 1855, 
and from tbe Lebanon (Tenn.) Law School in 1857; was adm tted 
to the bar at Butler, Alabama, in Match 1858; married Miss Louisa 
Shortridgeat Montevalo, Alabama, in 1859; came to Texas in 1860; 
practiced law at Clarksville, Red River County, until elected judge 
of the Sixth Judicial district in 1876; served as district judge eight 
and one half years; moved to Paris, Lamar county, in 1881, and 
resided at that place until appoi^d to the Supreme bench in 
1886 by Governor Ireland to fill ontthe unexpired term of Asso* 
ciate Justice Sawnie Robertson. At the State convention held at 
Galveston later on in 1886 he was regularly nominated for the posi- 
tion, was renominated in 1888, was appointed Chief Justice l^ 



Governor Hogg, to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Chief 
Justice Stayton, and in 1894 was nominated for Chief Justice oi 
the court by the Democratic state convention held at Dallas, and 
elected to that position at the polls. 

Texas, from its earliest history as a Republic, and since admis« 
sion to the Union, has been singularly fortunate in the fact that its 
Supreme Court has been presided over by a practically unbroken 
line of men of great natural ability, force of character and solid 
learning Judge Gaines' decisions have uniformly been of a char- 
acter to maintain the high reputation that tribunal enjoys at home 
and abroad and add to its lustre. They constitute the best com- 
commentary that could be written upon the clearness and probity of 
his judgment and value of his services and the most enduring 
monument that the partiality of his friends could desire for the 
perpetuation of his memory. 



THOMAS J. BROWN, 

ASSOCIATE JUSTICE, SUPREME COURT. 

Was born in Jasper county, Georgia, June 24th, 1836; his father 
Ervin Brown, moved from North Carolina, (his native state) to 
Jasper county, Georgia. His mother, a daughter of Henry Bur- 
dett, moved from South- Carolina, (her native state) to Jasper 
county with her parents at an early day and was there married to 
Mr. Ervia Brown, with whom she came to Texas in the winter of 
1846-7, and settled in Washington, where they thereafter resided 
until 1858, when they removed to Limestone county and lived 
there until the time of their respective deaths. 

Judge Brown was admitted to the bar at Brenham in 1857, and, 
having attended law lectures at Baylor University, graduated 
from the law department of that institution and entered upon the 
practice of his profession at McKinney, Collin county, where he 
resided until 1872, in November of which year he established 
himself at Sherman, Grayson county, ever since his unofficial 
home. 

He is a member of the Christian church and Masonic fraternity. 
He was elected to the House of Representatives of the Twenty- 
First and Twenty-Second Legislatures from Grayson county and 
in those bodies was pre-eminentlv a leader, both in the committee 
rooms and in debate upon the floor, and acquired a reputation 
extending beyond the limits of the state, as the foremost cham*« 
pion of the Railroad Commission idea carried into 
effect by the establishment of a Railroad Commission clothed 
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with the powers that he contended such a body should be vested 
with. 

He was appointed an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court 
of Texas, by Governor James S. Hogg in 1893, to fill a vacancy, 
caused by the resignation of Hon. John L. Henry, and has since 
been nominated for and elected to that position by the Democracy 
of Texas. 

He was united in marriage to Miss Louisa T. Bstis, of Collin 
county, August 7th, 1859, and has five children. 

Judge Brown served during the war between the states as 
captain of a company in Colonel Robert Taylor's Confederate 
Cavalry until failing health compelled him to retire from active 
service in the field He is a Democrat of the Jefferson and Jack- 
son school and stood as a tower of strength in defense of the 
ri8:hts of the people in the dark days that followed the war, and at 
all subsequent periods, has been an unyielding defender of right 
and justice. 



LEROY Q. DENMAN, 

ASSOCIATE JUSTICE, SUPREME COURT, 

Was born in Gaudalupe county, Texas, October 31, 1855. His 
father, Morgan Denman. a Georgian by birth came to Texas 
about 1852 and soon afterwards married in Gaudalupe county 
Mrs. Wcx)d, nee Henrietta Andrews, of North Carolina, then also 
recently arrived in the state. Both his father and mother are now 
deceased. 

Judge Denman attended local schools; read law; graduated 
from the law department of the University of Virginia in 1880. 
with degree of B, L ; practiced law at New Braunfels from 1880 
to 1883 as a member of the firm of Guinn & Denman; moved to San 
Antonio in 1883, where for two years he was a member of law firm 
of Cocke & Denman, for two years afterwards, until 1887, a member 
of the firm of Cocke, Denman & Franklin, and from that time a 
member of the firm of Denman & Franklin until appointed by 
Governor J. S. Hogg in July, 1894, Associate Justice of the 
State Supreme Court, to fill the vacancy caused by the promotion 
of Judge Gaines to the position of Chief Justice upon the death of 
Chief Justice Stay ton. 

Judge Denman was regularly nominated for, and elected Asso- 
ciate Justice of said court during the fall of 1894 and, having 
drawn the short term, was in 1896, re nominated and re-elected for 
a full term of six years 

He was married to Miss S. £. Carpenter, of Hays county, at 
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San Aotonio, October 28, 1881, and has a family of seven chil- 
dren. While not connected with any church, his father's family 
were all Methodists and his leanings are toward that denomination. 

He is a member of the Benevolent Order of Klks and has al- 
ways been a Democrat. 

His elevation to the Supreme Bench was solely 4ue to a knowl- 
edge of his great learning as a lawyer and special fitness lor the 
discharge of the pre-eminently important duties of the position. 



A. E. WILKINSON, 

SUPREME COURT REPORTER. 

Was born in Skanateles, New York, December 6, 1846; moved 
to Morrison, Illinois, with his parents, N. S. Wilkinson, (born at 
Skanateles, N. Y.,) and Mrs. Frances E. Wilkinson,nee Sampson, 
(born at Duxbury, Mass.,) both deceased; graduated at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan in 1869, with the degree of B. A.; studied 
law and in 1871 was admitted to the bar at the spring term of the 
Supreme Court of Illinois, held at Ottawa, Illinois; practiced law 
at Morrison, Illinois, for eighteen months and then came to 
Texas and settled at Gainesville, since which time he has resided 
in this state. He removed to Sherman in 1875: was County 
Judge of Grayson county for one term, (1876-8) and in 1882 re- 
moved to Denison, his present home, where his great natural tal- 
ents, power of application and superior adaptability for the 
practice ot a profession that has given full scope to some of the 
greatest minds, enabled him to rise to a distinguished position in 
the galaxy of able and learned lawyers who adorn the North 
Texas bar. 

In November 1896, he was tendered and accepted the position 
of Reporter of the Decisions of the Supreme Court of Texas, and 
has since discharged the duties of that important office; an ap- 
pointment that met the hearty approval of the lawyers of Texas 
and the wisdom of which is supported by the labor he has per- 
formed. 

He was married to Miss Annie M Oldham at Gainesville, 
Texas, November 4, 1875, and has two children, Henry E. and 
Annie. Judge Wilkinson is a member ot the Democratic party. 
The purpose of all governments is (or should be) to enable those 
who live under them lo enjoy those benefits and that comfort and 
happiness that all the facts of nature and all the logic of sound 
reason teach us it is the divine intention for them to enjoy; and 
all governments are maintained by laws, either traditional or 



organic (in the form of constitutions) or statutory, and a clear 
understanding of the decisions of the courts of last resort, created 
to interpret those laws, is an absolute essential and, however 
much motives of self aggrandizement have controlled in other di- 
rections, as a rule they have had no influence in the selection of 
men for this position. 



JOHN H. REAGAN, 

CHAIRMAN STATS RAII^ROAD COMMISSION. 

Was born in Sevier couoty, Tennessee, October 8, 1818; read 
law and was admitted to the bar; came to Texas in 
May, 1839, and settled in the eastern portion of the then 
Republic; from 1839 to 1843 was Deputy Surveyor of Public 
Lands; at various periods served as a ranger and in expe« 
ditions against hostile Indians; in 1846 was elected to repsesent 
Anderson county, (still his place of residence) in the House of 
Representatives of the State Legislature, the first that assembled 
after the admission of Texas into the Union; was elected District 
Judge in 1852, but subsequently resigned the office; was again 
elected District Judge in 1856, and the following year a member 
of the House ot the Thirty-Fifth Congress, from the First dis- 
trict of Texas, which embraced all the territory east of the Trinity 
river (the country west of that stream constituted the Second and 
only other Congressional district into which Texas was at that 
time divided); was re-elected to the Thirty sixth Congress in 1895 
was a delegate to the Secession convention held at Austin in ' 
1861 and, with others, was sent to the Provisional Congress of the 
Confederacy at Richmond, Virginia; was appointed Postmaster 
General of the Confederate states and served as such until the 
close of the war, acting for a short time prior to the final sur- 
render as Secretary of the Treasury; was captured and imprisoned 
with President Davis, and after t>eing released returned to his 
home in Texas and resumed the practice of law; was a member 
of the Constitutional convention of 1875 that framed the present 
State Constitution and swept away the last vestiges of Radical 
Carpet- bagism in Texas; was afterwards sent to the United States 
Congress by his people for six consecutive terms (extending from 
the Forty^Pourth to the Forty-Ninth Cont^ress, inclusive) ; in 
1887 was elected by the Legislature to succeed the Hon. S. B. 
Maxey as one of the United States Senators from Texas; took 
his seat March 4. 1887 and served as such until he was tendered 
by Governor J. S. Hogg, early in 1891 and accepted the position 
of chairman of the newly created State Railway Commission, a 
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positioo to whicli he has since been oontinnously elected by the 
people. 

In the United States Congress he was the author of muny meas- 
tires of far reaching importance, the Interstate Commerce Bill 
among the number* 

As a lawyer and judge he was the unswerving champion of 
right; as a member of the Confederate Congress, a tower of 
strength that long helped to uphold a cause that he believed to be 
right and as a member of the United States Congress, a statesman 
whose fame extended beyond our shores. As a member of the 
State Railroad Commission he has done much to perfect it and has 
helped save millions of dollars to the state and promote its uni- 
form commercial and industrial development. 



L. J. STOREY, 

HBMBBR STATE RAILROAD COMMISSION. 

Judge Storey's father, Col. John T. Storey, was born in Vir- 
ginia: moved in early manhood to North Carolina and there mar- 
ried Mi5S Lucy McLester, sister of the late Captain Harvey Mc- 
Lester. long a resident ot Bastrop and later of Austin, Texas; 
located in Jackson county, Georgia, and afterwards purchased 
and moved to a place on Chatooga river, three miles north of 
Summerville and about thirty miles north of Rome, in what was 
then the Cherokee Nation, but is now Chatooga county. Georgia; 
On this farm, the subject of this notice was born October 6, 1834. 
Colonel John T. Storey represented that section in the Georgia 
Senate several terms prior to 1844 and commanded the regiment 
that moved the Cherokee Indians io Arkansas In 1839 he visited 
Texas and bought land near Seguin; in 1844 started with his 
family for Texas, stopped for a time in Mississippi, and reached 
the then Republic in 1845 shortly before it surrendered its separate 
nationality and became a state of the American Union; settled 
first in Gonzales county and later, in 1847, at I^ckhart, then 
known as Lockhart Springs; in 1846 joined, with three of his 
sons, a company of rangers commanded by General H. E- Mc- 
Culloch and was elected and served as its lieutenant, (two of the 
sons referred to died while members of the company) and was for 
many years, up to the time of his death, in the town of Lockhart, 
in November, 1858, a prominent citizen of that portion of Texas. 
Mrs. Lucy Storey died at Lockhart in November 1874. 

Judge L. J. Storey attended country schools; completed his lit- 
erary education at Austin CoUege, then located at Huntsville, 
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Texas; studied law and in 1858 was admitted to the bar at the 
October term of the district court at Lockhart by the presiding 
Judge, Hon. A. W. Terrell, after having stood a rigid examina- 
tion by a committee consisting of Hon. John Hancock, General 
N. G. Shelley, Chas. Robards, Judge Chas. West aod Theo. 
Rogan; soon afterwards formed a co-partnership with Captain J. 
Nix, of Lockhart, under the firm name of Nix & Storey, for the 
practice of his professsion, a connection that continued for twenty- 
eight years; thereafter continued successfully in practice alone 
until Novnmber 1894, when he was tendered and accepted ap^ 
pointment as one of the members of the Railroad Commission of 
Texas, a position that he now holds, having been nominated for 
it at the Democratic State convention held at Port Worth in 
August 1896 and elected in November following. 

He was appointed special judge of the district court of Blanco 
county, by Governor Coke to try cases in which the presiding 
judge was disqualified and was twice appointed special judge of 
the C6urt of Civil Appeals at Austin to preside in cases in which 
Judge Fisher was disqualified. 

He was a member of the Legislature of Texas for ten consecu- 
tive years, from 1873 to 1883 —four years in the House, four in 
the Senate and two years as Lieutenant Governor. 

He spoke and voted against secession (not that he doubted the 
right of the states to secede, but because he then believed that it 
was not the best remedy for the wrongs they suffered) but when 
Texas retired from the Union, assisted in raising Company B., 
the first company that went from his county and enlisted for the 
war. He served as Lieutenant of Company B, 26th Texas Cavalry 
DeBray's brigade, on the coast of Texas and in Louisiana and 
took part in the battle of Galveston, and all the principal eni;age- 
ments in the Red River campaign from Mansfield to the close of 
hostilities. 

He was united in marriage to Miss Lou J. Ellison, daughter of 
Colonel Jonathan Ellison, in Caldwell county, Texas, in April, 
1859, and has nine living children; three sons and six daughters; 
all of the sons and three of the daughters married, and the three 
younger daughters now in school at Austin, Judge Storey is a 
Royal Arch Mason and member of the American Legion of Honor. 
He and all of his family are members of the Old School Presby- 
terian church. He has always taken an active interest in the 
politics of his state and since the war has attended nearly all the 
state conventions of the Democratic party and worked earnestly 
in every campaign for the success of the party ticket, from presi^ 
d ent down to constable. His ability and learning and valuable 
se rvices are everywhere recognized. 
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M. M. CRANE, 

ATTORNEY GKNBRAI,. 

Was bom at Grafton, Taylor county, West Virginia, Novem- 
ber 17, 1853. of old Irish stock. His father, Martin Crane, died 
in Tennessee in September 1860. His mother, Mary Crane, nee 
McNulty, died in West Virginia, in 1858. 

Hon. M. M. Crane came to Texas in 1870, and alternately 
taught and attended school, studying law at intrevals; was ad^ 
mittedto the bar December 25, 1877; got business from the start 
and soon built up a fine practice; in November 1878 was elected 
County Attorney of Jchnson county and in 1880 was re-elected 
to that office; became a member of the law firm ot Brown, 
Ramsey & Crane in 1882, which was dissolved in 1885 and the 
firm of Crane & Ramsey formed, a connection that continued 
until 1895; was elected to the House of the Nineteenth Legisla- 
ture in 1884; declined renomination and re-election in 1886; and in 
1888 declined nomination for Twenty-First Legislature, but subse- 
quently made an active canvass of the district in behalf of the local, 
state nad national tickets; was in 1890 elected to. the Senate of the 
Twenty-second Legislature from the Twenty- fourth Senatorial Dis- 
trict, composed of Johnson, Hill and Eilis counties; was nomina- 
ted lor and elected Lieutenant Governor in 1892 and presided over 
the deliberations of the Senate during the session of the Twenty- 
Third Legislature; in 1894 was nominated for and elected Attorney 
General of Texas, and in 1896 was renominated for and re-elected 
to that position. At the session of the Nineteenth Legislature 
he introduced and pushed to enactment a bill making the rules 
regulating the taxation of railroad property practically the same 
as those governing the taxation of other property, and, also the 
bill compelling the railroad companies of this state to maintain 
their general offices in Texas, designating what books and records 
should be kept at same, and fixing adequate penalties for the vio- 
lation of its provisions. While a member of the Twenty-Second 
Legislature he actively participated in the formulation and pas^ 
sage of the Railraad Commission Law, and debates in connection 
therewith. His career as a member of the Legislature, extending 
through three sessions of that body, is marked by an unbroken 
fidelity to duty, patriotic devotion to Texas and its people, and 
a breadth and soundness of statesmanship that found ex- 
pression in very nearly every important and salutary measure 
that was adopted. 

He was united in marriage to Miss Hula O. Taylor, daughter 
Rev. W. H. Taylor, now deceased, January 22, 1879, and has an 
interesting family of children. 
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Texas has had many eminent Attorney Generals, who have 
lent dignity and Instre to that office and rendered, while occupying 
the position, valuable service to the state, one of whom the sub* 
lect of this notice may be justly counted. What, however, has 
particularly endeared him to the people of Texas is the gallantry 
and ability he has displayed on occasion after occasion, in cam- 
paign after campaign, as a Democratic fighter at the front 
when the enemies of the party swarmed from all quarters eager 
to compass its defeat. A sound and thorough lawyer, a true 
Democrat, a. magnetic and powerful orator, a man deeply ats 
tached to his country—its people and institutions— and with an 
unshaken faith in the glory of its future, and deeply versed in the 
principles that underlie government, he has won his way, by 
much toil and through many vicisitudes, to the distinction he en- 
joys. He has at all times been true to himself, true to his friends 
and true to the people of Texas. 



W. B. WORTHAn, 

STATE TREASURER. 

Was born at Jefferson, Texa», August 18, 1853; acquired first 
at the fireside and afterwards in bis father's printing office a good 
English education; in 1874; secured a clerkship in the state 
Treasury at Austin, during the adminstration of Treasurer Dorn; 
by slow gradation stepped to higher positions in the depart- 
ment service until the position of chief clerk was tendered him; 
served several years in that capacity and, when ex-Governor 
Lubbock declined to further become a candidate, was nominated 
for the office of State Treasurer by the Democratic State conven- 
tion held at San Antonio in 1890 and has since filled it by suc- 
cessive renominations and re elections. Mr. Wortham was united 
in mafriage to Miss Ina Bldridge, daughter of Dr. H. B. Bld^ 
ridge, at Independence, Washington county, Texas, Decem- 
ber, 13, 1876. 



R. W. FINLEY, 

COMPTROLLER OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. 

Was bom in Lauderdale county, Mississippi, November, 9, 1851; 
was principally educated at Marshall, Texas; was a trusted em- 
ploye of the wholesale house of Bateman Bros., at Jefferson, 
Texas, for a number of years; was afterwards successfully en- 
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^aged on his own account in the cotton commission and warehouse 
business at Queen City, Cass county, Texas; was appointed a 
clerk in the Comptroller's office in 1883, under the administration 
of Hon. W. J. Swain, and was promoted from time to time until 
he was made chief book keeper by Comptroller John D, McCall, 
a position that he filled until appointed February 1, 1891, by Gov- 
ernor James S. Hogg, Financial Agent of the Texas Penitentia- 
ries; and in 1894 was nominated by the Democratic State conven- 
tion held at Dallas, for Comptroller of Public Accounts and 
elected at the polls in November following. He was renominated 
by unanimous vote for the position at the state conventiou held at 
Fort Worth in 1896 and re elected by a rousing Democratic ma^^ 
jority , which he helped in good fighting style to secure in the hot 
and memorable campaign that followed. 

He is the scion of a family that has been long and honorably 
known in Texas. His father, Rev. R. S. Finley, D. D., came to 
Texas from Mississippi at an early day; was at various times 
stationed at Marshall, Jefferson, Tyler, Palestine and other places, 
either as station preacher, or presiding elder; remained in active 
harness until a few years ago, when he was placed on the super- 
anuated list, and is now living at Tyler with his venerable and 
beloved wife, Mrs. Mary H. Fin ley, honored by all who know 
him as one of the brightest lights that has adorned Methodism in 
this state. 

Hon. N. W. Finley, lawyer, ex-chairman of the State Demo- 
cratic Executive Committee, and at present Associate Justice of 
the court of Civil Appeals for the Dallas district, is a brother. 

Mr. Finley is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
South, and I. O. O. F., Knights of Honor and Maspnic frater- 
nities. 

He was united in marriage to Miss Texana Blalock, daughter 
of E. B. and S. C. Blalock, at Woodlawn, Harrison county, 
Texas, July 16, 1873, and has five children, viz: Charles Harrison, 
Richard Watson, Susan Lotta, Mary Hancel and Texie. 

During the time that Mr. Finley was chiet clerk of the 
Comptroller*s office, and Financial Agent of the Penitentiaries no 
errors were committed and his books balanced to a cent and were 
models of neatness and system. Perfectly familiar with every 
detail of the work of the office, he has. made perhaps the most 
thoroughly efficient Comptroller who has ever served the state. 
Genial and kindly in his intercouse with others, his personal pop- 
ularity is as great as it is well deserved and is only exceeded by 
his popularity as an official with private individuals and those in 
public office, who have business to transact through his depart- 
ment. He has always been a Democrat, without prefix or suffix 
as to the designation, and helped to fight the battles of the party. 
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His success in life has not only been won by careful toil, but 
what is more, has been well deserved. 



J. n. CARLISLE, 

STATB SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBUC INSTRUCTION. 

Was born in Cofifee county, Tennessee, May 11, 1851; gradua- 
ted at Cumberland University in 1876 with the degree of A. B., 
and in 1879 had the degree of A. M. conferred upon him by 
Emory College; moved to Texas in 1880; conducted the Whites'- 
boro Normal school for seven and a half years; was for two 
and a half years thereafter superintendent of the public schools 
at Corsicana; was book-keeper in the City National Bank of 
Corsicana one year, and in 1890 was elected superintendent of the 
Fort Worth city schools, and held that position for ©ne year. 
He was appointed State Superintendent of Public Instruction, by 
Governor. J. S. Hogg, August 29, 1891. and has since been 
elected to that position. He is a member of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian church and Masonic fraternity. 



A. J. BAKER, 

COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Was born near Granada, Mississippi, September 4, 1842; 
served in the Confederate army; served in the Mississippi Legis- 
lature; after the war came to Texas from Mississippi in 1884; repre- 
sented the Tom Green county district;, embracing a large number 
of western counties) in the Twenty-second Legislature; was elected 
Commissioner of the General Land ofl&ce in 1894 and was re- 
elected to that position in 1896. Colonel Baker is a member of 
the Old School Presbyterian church, Masonic and Knights of 
Honor fraternities and Democratic party. 



A. J, R05E, 

COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE, INSURANCE, STATISTICS AND 

HISTORY. 

Was born in Casewell county, JQ'orth Carolina, September 3, 
1830. His father, H. S. Rose, was a farmer whose ancestors 
were among the first settlers of North Carolina. 
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His motliitr wa^ hefere hw nH^rria^, Miss Mavy Dtirkam; her 
family likewise pioneers of Noctfa Oarolina. In the early days of 
that state. H, S. Rose, moved with his family onto the frontier 
in Missouri, lived in Howard and Randolph counties, and in the 
year 1836, or 1837, ^loyed ta Macou county. Our subject was 
then a small boy of about six years, still he vividly remembers 
the skeleton l^di^?^ tep^iie^^ located o^n the old liotmestead, that 
been but recently abandoned when the family settled in that 
section* The father secured land from the government, develope4 
a pioneer honje, and lived there until bis death in 1846. He was 
an active and enterprising man who delighted in frontier life, 
and took a prominent part in developing the Macon county 
country. Of his eight children, five grew to maturity and our 
subject was of these the eldest. 

He spent his youth on his father's farm; went overland to the 
gold diggings of California, with seven others in 1849; returned 
to his home in Missouri in 1853; farmed there until 1857 and 
then moved overland to Texas with his young wife and settled 
in Travis county and engaged in raising stock, principally horses; 
removed to San Saba county, purchased land there and opened 
up a fine irrigated farm; during the war did valiant service, 
first as Lieutenant and afterwards as Major, in keeping the hostile 
Indians of western Texas in check, kept np his farming opera- 
tions and furnished large quantities of corn to the needy families 
of Confederate soldiers; at last, owing to the too frequent raids and 
hostility of the Indians, sold out his property and in February, 
1868 moved to Bell county; lived near Bel ton for two years and 
in 1870 moved to Salado, which Is now his unofficial home. 

Major Rose was married June 18, 1854, to MissSallie A. Austin 
of Missouri, daughter of Walker and Euphama (McKinney) 
Austin. The McKinney family were among the earliest settlers 
of Texas. Thomas F. McKinney, uncle of Mrs. Rose, came to 
Texas in 1834, was oiie of the old Santa Fe traders, and was in- 
strumental in selecting the site of Austin. 

Following are the names of the children born to Major and Mrs. 
Rose: Alice E., wife of T. H. Russell, of Bell county; Mary H. 
wife of A. J. Mackey, of Lampasas county; W. S. a farmer in 
Bell county; Beatrice, wife of Levi Anderson of Bell county 
Sallie A., wife of George W. Perry ot Macon county 
Mo,, and Callie M. wife of Prof. W. H. Bainbridge, principal of 
the Salado public schools; A. J. Jr., and Louselle, still at home 
with their parents. 

Major Rose was Master of Salado Grange for six years from 
December 1873: was Lecturer ot the State Grang^e in 1875; was 
Overseer in 1877, and for eleven years from and including 1881. 
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was Master of the State Gmoge* He became a member of San 
Saba Lodge No. 225» A. P. and A. M., in October 1861; was 
made a Master Mason in December 1861; in 1862 was made S. W. 
and in 1863 Master of San Saba Lodge and filled that position 
until he removed from San Saba county in 1868; in 1868, affilia- 
ted with Belton Lodge No. 166, and was elected Master the same 
meeting; in 1863 received the Royal Arch and appendant degrees 
in Mt Horeb chapter, in 1864 the Conncil degiees at Austin and 
in 1872 the Knight Templar degrees in Colorado Commandry 
No. 4; served as Master of Salado Lodge No, 296 and as secre- 
tary for four years; was a charter member of San Saba Chapter and 
s^i^d as its High Priest also served as High Priest of Belton 
Chapter No. 76, and was a charter member of Salado Chapter, its 
first High Priest and held the position consecutively for 
twenty-one years; was elected in 1882 R. W. Grand Junior War- 
den of the Masonic Grand Lodge of Texas, and was advanced 
step by step until chosen M. W. Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge. 

Major Rose joined the Missionary Baptist church at San Saba 
in 1861 and is now treasurer and a deacon of the Baptist church 
at Salado. 

Having served efficiently for more than twenty years on school 
and College boards, (Salado college, Salado public schools and 
Baylor Female college) he was appointed by Governor Ross in 
1887 a member of the Board of Directors of the Agricultural and 
Mechanical College and in 1889 was elected President of the 
Board, which also had control of the affairs of the Prairie View 
Normal School, a position that he still retains and in which he 
has rendered invaluable service to those institutions, the cause of 
education and the state at large. In January, 1895, Major Rose 
was appointed Commissioner of Agriculture, Insurance, Statistics 
and History by Governor Culberson. The affairs of this depart- 
ment have never been better managed than under his administra^ 
tion. The appropriations for its support do not exceed $10,000 
annually; the receipts that it turned into the state treasury during 
the past fiscal year exceeded $79,000. 

Major Rose has filled the numerous positions of trust that have 
been confided to him with marked fidelity to duty in the broad 
sense that he has ever interpreted it. 
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J. W. MADDEN, 

SECRETARY OF STATE. 

Was born in Houston county, Texas, in the town of Augusta, 
June 16, 1856, and received his education in the common schools, 
and at the Academy of Prof. Logan, at Tyler, Texas, attending 
the latter institution during the session of 1875 and 1876. 

His parents were B. E. and Mrs. Missouri (Adams) Madden, 
the former born in Louisiana, and the latter in Texas, both de- 
ceased. Mr. and Mrs. Madden were married in Houston county, 
Texas, in 1833. Mr. Madden lived there from 1853 to the time 
of his death, which occurred June 24, 1889. He was at the 
**Eden's Massacre" at or near old Fort Houston, in Houston 
county. Two of his brothers were either killed or carried away 
by the Indians, as they were never heard of after the massacre. 
He saved his own life by running off with the negroes. He was 
then six years old. His mother was fearfully wounded, 
among other injuries sustained her collar-bone being cut in two, but 
crawled behind a fence, where she secreted herself. She after- 
wards recovered and lived at Augusta until her death in 1882. 
Mr. B. B. Madden was a soldier in the Confederate army, and in 
active service in the field, until after the battle of Pleasant Hill, 
La., in which he took part, as a soldier in Walker's Division, and 
lost his right leg. After the war he filled the office of Tax Col- 
lector for six years and other positions of public trust in Houston 
county. 

The subject of this notice, Hon. J. W. Madden, was reared on 
a farm and followed farming: until twenty eight years of age; 
taught school in 1880 and 1881; then moved to Crockett, the 
county seat of his county, and there for three years served as 
deputy tax collector under his father, and six years as deputy 
county clerk, and four years as deputy district clerk, having bfen 
employed by both clerks in that capacity. Later for two years 
he was at times editor of the '^Crockett Economist;'* studied 
law, and was admitted to the bar at the spring term of the Dis- 
trict court held in Houston county in 1891, after which time he 
was actively and successfully engaged in the practice of his pro- 
fessions at Crockett, until appointed Private Secretary to Gov. 
Culberson, in February 1896, from which position he was pro- 
moted to the important office of Secretary of State in January. 
1897. 

He has been twice married, first to Miss Bettie Mitchell, of 
Houston county, at the town of Augusta, December 19, 1877, 
and after her death in the spring of 1884, to Miss Sallie Holcomb, 
November 15, 1885, at that place. Three children were born to 
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him by his first marriage: Addie, Charlie and Brls. There 
have been no children by his present marriage. 

He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal chnrch, South. 
He was a delegate to the Democratic State convention at Fort 
Worth in 1888; has been a delegate to nearly all subsequent 
state Democratic conventions, and has rendered much important 
party service. 

An excellent lawyer, and possessed of superior executive 
ability, he is the man, of all others, for the position that he is 
now filling. 



W, H. HABRY, 

ADJUTANT GENERAL. 



Was born at Jefferson, Texas, September 3, 1856; graduated 
with honor from the Virginia Military Institute, taking the regu- 
lar course, which embraced a military education and civil engineer- 
ing; after leaving college, engaged in various commercial pur- 
suits until 1891, in which year he was appointed Adjutant Gen* 
eral of the state by Governor James S. Hogg. He served on the 
staff of Governor L. S. Ross, during that gentleman's term of 
office, with the rank of Colonel. He was appointed Adjutant 
General of the state with the rank of Brigadier- General by Gov. 
J. S. Hogg in January 1891; reappointed by Governor Hogg in 
1893; and by Governor Culberson in 1895, and 1897. When 
first appointed Adjutant General in 1891, he was successfully en- 
gaged in business as a wholesale merchant at Jefferson. General 
Mabry*s father, Gen. H. P. Mabry, was a gallant Confederate 
soldier and eminent lawyer, well remembered by the men of mark 
who were his acquaintances and friends, and yet survive him. 

General Mabry is a member of the Masonic and Knights of 
Pythias fraternities. He was united in marriage to the lovely 
and accomplished Miss Lucy Allen, of Jefferson Texas, who now 
graces his home at Austin. 

He has brought up the Frontier Battalion (Rangers) and the Vol- 
unteer Guard to the highest efficiency. He was instrumental 
in securing the donation to the state by the citizen of Austin, %of 
permanent camp grounds, for the use of the Volunteer Guard, 
costing some $20,000 and camp equippage valued at $5,000 
more. These grounds were named '*Camp Mabry" in his 
honor, by a vote of the companies at the encampment of 1892. 

In the winter of 1891-2, he took an active part at the head of 
two companies of Rangers, in freeing southwest Texas of the revolu* 
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tionists uadtt: Cstarino Garza, who were attempting to condud a 
revolution against the Mexican government, frooi thte aide of 
the Rio Grande. In 1885 it was due to his untiring energy and 
watchfulness at the head of the Ranger force that a lasting dis^ 
grace to Texas was prevented by rendering it impossible for the 
Maher-Pitzsimmons prize fight to take place on Texas soil. 

In January 1897 he took an active part, with the assistance of 
the Bmmet Rifles under Capt. James Lawler, in preventing 
mob vi<^ence to Geo. Harrison, a prisoner tried for murder at 
Woodville, in Tyler county. 

He inaugurated and successfully carried out annual camps of 
instruction of the Volunteer Guard in 1891-2-3-4, bringing the 
Guard to a high state of proficieacy in drill, guard duty and 
other duties of the soldier. 

His fine military education and business training and experi^ 
ence have stood him in good stead in the discharge of the impor- 
tant duties entrusted to him under the state government and he 
has well repaid the confidence reposed in his special fitness and 
abilities. 

The long Mexican frontier has been properly patroled and 
desperadoism there and elsewhere effectually checked, and the 
law firmly upheld wherever and whenever a show of armed 
force was found necessary. 

Politically he is a Democrat, tried and true; personally, one of 
nature's noblemen, fitted to adorn any position in time of peace 
or war and whose life, if there were need, would be offered as 
freely to his country as his sword. 



w. J. Mcdonald, 

QUANAH. 

The noted Captain of Company B., Texas, Frontier Battalion, 
who has rendered invaluable service to the state in bringing 
criminals to justice, stamping out lawlessness and protecting life 
and property in thinly settled portions of the west, was born in 
Kemper county, Mississippi, September 28, 1862; when eleven 
years of age ran off from home to join the Confederate army and 
made his way to his lather, Major Enoch McDonald, of the ^h 
Mississippi, in camp at Meridian, Miss., but was promptly sent 
back to his mother; came to Texas with his widowed mother in 
1866, who located with her children near Henderson, in Rusk 
county; from 1866 to 1871 worked part of each year on the htm 
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nod dtrittg: the remaining moutlKi Attteded coiintr^ dcbodtiB; €n^ 
teitd Sutllt Ootaimercml College, at New Orleans, alid gradtnlted 
firooi that iilstitution in 1872; taught a writing school at Hender- 
son daring thie year I67S; during 1874 merchandised and ran a 
ferry at Brown's Bluff, on the Sabibe rivet^ six nfiiles south of 
Longview; moved to Mioeola, Wood county, in 1876 and mer- 
chandised there until about 1881; embarked in the cattle business, 
in Wichita county in 1883; a year later sold his cattle interests 
there and established and ran a lumber business at Wichit$ Pails 
^ until the summer of 1886, and then opened a ranch in Harde- 
man county, since which time he has been a catlle-rniser ancE ac- 
quired sufficient property to place him in comparatively easy cir* 
cumstances, but ior the failure in wheat crops caused by droiith. 
llis parents were Major • Enoch and Mrs. Eunice (Durham) Mc- 
Donald. His father was killed in action while commanding the 
40th Mississippi regrimeot at the battle of Corinth. His mother 
died at Wichita Palls in 1885. Captain McDonald and sister, 
Mary T., now Mrs. McCauley of Wichita Palls, are the only ones 
of a family of six children that cow survive. 

In 1880 Captain McDonald became deputy sheriff of Wood 
county and while serving in that capacity Went to Smith contity 
to effect, if possible, the arrest of Jim and Ed Bean. Jim had 
previously been arrested by the Sheriff of Smith county but after-* 
Wards escaped and became a terror to the people of Sabine bottbm, 
stealing from and robbing them and resisting officer:^; had shot 
and seriously wounded B. P. Pegues, a deputy sheriff ot Van 
Zandt county, with a shot gun because the latter refused to obey 
his command when ordered to stand back and allow hitii to pass 
tinmolested along a country road, and had but recently returned 
from Kansas where he had killed a city marshal. Cap- 
tain McDonald soon came upon the Beans and a few desper&te 
negroes, who were with them, and in the fight that ensued shot 
and badly wounded Jim Bean, who, however, managed to get 
away and was shortly thereafter killed by officers in Wise county. 
Por this shooting McDonald was about to be indicted on the tech- 
nical point of being out of his county, whereupon District Attor* 
ney (and afterwards Attorney General and Governor) Jas. S. Hof^g 
told the grand jury that if any indictment was found he would 
[being then district attorney for the county in which the fight oc- 
curred] nolle pros, the case. 

Mineola beia^a railroad termitius many *'hard cases'' congre^ 
gated there from time to time, but none of them proved **hfiird" 
edough'to prevent McDonald from arresting, disarming and jaiHa^ 
them. 

After moving to Hardeman county he was ordered IcWky by 
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thieves who then infested that portion of the country; but instead 
of leaving, filed complaints against them and in 1887, when 
made deputy sheriff of the county, helped arrest and send many 
of them to the penitentiary. While engaged in this work he had 
numerous fights and wounded several lawless characters. 

When Hon. Jas. S. Hogg was elected Governor he appointed 
McDonald captain of Company B., Frontier Battalion, since which 
time he has been in the ranger service. For two years prior to 
receiving this appointment he was a deputy United States mar- 
shal for the northern district of Texas, Kansas and the Indian 
Territory and was the first deputy marshal who ever got out of 
•*No-Man's Land*' with thieves and murderers under arrest. He 
arrested and brought from that region over one hundred of them. 
As captain of the rangers he waded the Wichita river in February, 
1896, and overhauled and arrested the desperadoes who had killed 
the cashier of the bank at Wichita Falls, and wounded several of 
the officers of the bank in a successful effort to rob the same. 
Captain McDonald recovered for the bank the money so stolen. 
The bank robbers were subsequently hanged by the outraged citi- 
zens of that place, after the rangers had left the town. 

In September 1893 McClure, one of McDonald's men, arrested 
Joe Beckham, absconding sheriff of Motley county, then under in- 
dictment for being short in his accounts, and while on his way 
back with his prisoner passed through Childress county. John P. 
Matthews, sheriff of Childress county, attempted to take the pris- 
oner away from McClure, but was stood off By the ranger who 
delivered his man in jail at Matador, Motley county. Three 
months later Matthews and three other men went to Quanah and 
there sought a fight with McDonald, in which the ranger captain 
was shot through the Inngsand both shoulders, but, nevertheless, 
killed Matthews. 

Captain McDonald was united in marriage to Miss Roda Isabella 
Carter, daughter of Judge E. G. Carter of Wood county, at Mineola 
in January, 1876. 

He is a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, I, O. 
O. F., Knights of Pythias and Masonic fraternities; having in 
Masonry taken the Blue Lodge, Chapter, Knight Templar and 
Shriner degrees. 

He has always been a Democrat, has attended county, district 
and state conventions since 1870, and has been an unswerving 
supporter of Democratic principles and nominees. 

He is slightly above medium height, of slender build, wears a 
light sandy mustache, has gray eyes, is quiet and modest in de- 
meanor and in social life is a genial and engaging companion and 
true friend. 



21 

O. R. MORRISON, 

STATE REVENUE AGENT, 

Was born in Shelby county, Texas, August 24th, 1847, and 
completed his education at the Gilmer College, at Gilmer, Texas, 
a famous educational institution of the time. 

His parents were John C. and Eliza (Roberts) Morrison. His 
father was a native of Tennessee, moved to Arkansas and was 
married at Van Buren in that state, to Miss Eliza Roberts, daugh- 
ter of Jesse Roberts, of Texas; moved to Shelby county, Texas, 
in 1846 with his family, and there engaged in farming near the 
town of Timpson, where he still lives. Mrs. Eliza Morrison died 
at the family home near Timpson in 1872. 

Hon. O. R. Morrison's grandfather was at the time of his death 
United States Government physician for the Cherokee Indians 
and a candidate for Congress, to which place he would undoubt- 
edly have been elected had he lived, his talents being well recog* 
nized and his populaiity wide-spread in the district. 

Mr. Morrison, subject of this notice, was engaged in merchan- 
disini;: from early manhood (with the exception of a few years 
in which he followed other pursuits) until 1893; was then elected 
to the House of Representatives of the Twenty-third Legislature 
from the Severity sixth district, composed of Bosque and Hamil- 
ton counties, in 1892, and in 1894, was re-elected to the House of 
the Twenty-fourth Legislature. In the Twenty- third Legislature 
he was chairman of the Committee on Comptroller's and Treas- 
urer's offices and a member of the Commit tees on Finance and 
Revenue and Talcation: and in the Twenty-fourth Legislature 
chairman of the Committee on Finance and a member of several 
other important Committees. As a member of both Legislatures 
he stood among the foremost of his colleagues and exercised an 
important influence in shaping and pushing important legislation 
to enactment. 

He was appointed to the responsible position he now holds by 
Gov. C. A. Culberson on the first day of May, 1895; brings to the 
discharge of the duties of State Reveoue Agent every qualifica- 
tion that could possibly be desired, and will render the State in- 
valua ble service in that capacity. 

He is a member of the Baptist church, Masonic and Knights of 
Pythias fraternities and Democratic party. As a Democrat, he 
has taken an active interest in politics, attended as a delegate 
every State convention held since the close of Gov. Roberts* ad- 
ministration, and canvassed his section oi the State in the interest 
of Democratic principles and nominees, doing yeoman service in 
every campaign. 
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During the war betifeeeii tlie Slfttes he seitvtd as a soldier In the 
Coniederate aimy in the 35th, Tejtas Ct^alry, commanded by 
Col. A. W. Terrell, and, as snch, participated with his command 
in the c^mi;^i|tn incident to Banks' raid up Red titet. 

Mr. Morrison t^as united in matriap:e to Miss Alice A. Soiombn 
in Shelby county, Texas, in 1873, alid has six childr^tt, tttnttJ'O., 
Bessie A., Edward B,, Earl O., Albert C. and Curtis P. 

Mr. Morrison lived in Shelby county until ib 1883, 4t whlcli 
time he moved to Hico, iHatnilton county, where he 6ondutted a 
mercantile establishment until 1893. Bis home it still lit Hito. 



E. P- BECTON, M. D., 

SW^RINTENBKNT STATB INSTITUTION FOR THE AtlNt), 

Was bom in Gibson county. Tenn., June 27, 1834, and in Nov- 
ember, 1841, came to Texas with his parents, Rev. John M. and 
Mrs. 'Eleanor £. Becton. His father, a distinguished minister of 
the Old School Presbyterian church, died at Church Hill in kusk 
county, on the 14th day of July, 1853. 

His mother ia now (1897) living, at eighty seven years of age, 
at Ft. Worth with J. J. Nunnally, who married her graadMlaugh- 
ter, Fannie, a daughter of Dr. Becton 

Dr. Becton received a common school education, also attended 
Austin College, at Huntsville, Texas, a short while; began the 
study of medicine in January, 1855; graduated at the University 
of Tennessee March 1st. 1857; began the practice of medicine at 
New Danville; entered the Confederate States army as a private in 
1862; was made Assistant Surgeon of Fitzhugh's Regiment, 
McCuUoch's Brigade, Walker's Division; was soon thereafter 
promoted Snrgeon of the 22nd Texas Infantry, commanded by 
Col. R. B. Hubbard; soon after the close of the war moved to 
Tarrant, the then county seat of Hopkins county, and in 1874 
moved to Sulphur Springs, the present county seat, where he re- 
mained until appointed Superintendent of the Institution for the 
Blind, by Gov. C. A. Culberson, in January, 1895. 

Dr. Becton has attended medical lecture? since the war in Balti- 
more, New Orleans and New York. He is a member of the 
Texas State Medical Association, and in 1885 was President of 
the Association. 

In politics he is a Democrat. Was once a member of the htg^ 
islature. 

He has brought to his work as Superintendent of the St^te tik- 
stitution for the Blind, the most earnest predilections of his na^ 
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turci and the best energies of his heart and misd, and is 4»mitdiig 
Botmng that can, in his judgment, at all contribute to the 0001"- 
fort, happiness and advancement of the pupils committed to his 
care. 



A. T. ROSE, 

SUPISRINTBNDSNT INSTITITTION FOR THB DSAP AND DUMB, 

Was born near Waco, Texas, June 2, 1868; attended local 
schools and graduated from the Texas Military Institute, located 
at Austin, Texas, in the class of 1^77. 

His parents were A. T. and Lucinda Rose. His father came 
to Texas from Mississippi, and was engaged in farming tteat 
Waco until the time of Us death, in 1852 After leaving college 
Col. A. T. Rose engaged in farming and stock-raising until 1887; 
then moved to Hillsboro, where he conducted a real estate and 
itisurance business, until he, with others, organized the Citi- 
zen's National Bank of Hillsboro; was Vice President and acted as 
Cashier of the bank tor some time; and was President of the Rose 
Hill Improvement Co., and Presis^ent of the Hillsboro Electric 
LiRht Co., until he was tendered and accepted the position of 
Superintendent of the State Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, 
at Austin, in 1894. 

He was united in marriage to Miss Lillie H. Thomas at Austin, 
Texas, March 20. 1878, and has four children. Loula, Thomas A., 
Minnie^ and Leslie B. 

Col. Rose has attended nearly all State Democratic Conventions 
held since he arrived at manhood, and been an earnest party 
worker, but has at no time been a candidate for or desired a po- 
litical office. 

The wisdom of his selection for the discharge of the important 
duties of the position that he now holds is amply demonstrated 
by the present admirable condition of the Institution. At no 
time since its establishment has it been in better hands. 



B. M, WORSHAPl M D , 

SUFB&INTBNDENT INSAKB ASYLUM AT AUSTIN, 

Was born near Elysian Fields. Texas, July 24, 1862; grew to 
manhood on a farm near Sulphur Springs, Tei^as; graduated from 
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the medical department of the University of Louisville in 1886; 
practiced first at Fairyland, and then at Snlphnr Springs, Hop- 
kins county; removed to Waxahachie, Ellis county, and while 
practicing there was in 1891 appointed First Assistant Physician 
at tUe State Insane Asylum at Austin; in January, 1895, was ap- 
pointed Superintendent of the Southwestern Insane Asylum at 
San Antonio, and upon the retirement of Dr. Simpson in 1896, took 
charge of the Asylum at Austin, the position he is now filling. 
Among others he is a member of the State Medical Association 
and of the Masonic and Knights of Pythias fraternities. 



J. F. ricdUIRE, 

SUPBKINTBNDBNT OF THE REFORMATORY AND HOUSE OF COR- 
RECTION AT GATESVILLE, 

Was born in Tuscaloosa, Ala., December 14, 1838, of Scotch- 
Irish descent; was educated in the English branches in the coun- 
try schools of his native state, and at Allen Institute, Bastrop, 
Texas, fie came to Texas with his parents, F. W. and M, J. 
McGuire, in 1851, and settled in Bastrop; grew to manhood and 
settled in Payette county, afterwards his unofficial home, and was 
living at Ledbetter in that county, successfully engaged in farm 
ing, when appointed early in 1891, by Gov. J. S. Hogg, to the 
superintendency of the State Reformatory and House of Correc- 
tion, located near Gatesville, an office to which he has subse- 
quently been re-appointed by Gov. C. A. Culberson. 

Mr. McGuire has long been prominent in his section, and rep- 
resented it in the Twentieth and Twenty-first Legislatures, in 
which bodies he won an enviable reputation for ability as a care- 
ful and pains-taking lawmaker* He is a member of the Masonic 
and Knights of Honor fraternities and Democratic party. 

He was married to Miss Susan R, Payne, in Washington 
county, Texas, in February, 1861, and has three children, Eugene, 
Gordon and Walker. 

In the war between the states he was a member of Co. D., 
Terry Rangers, Army of Tennessee, and was in a long list of 
battles beginning at Bowling Green, Ky., and closing with the 
end of the war. 

As a Democrat he has always come to the front when a battle 
was to be fought for his party and honest, economical govern^ 
ment. 

As Superintendent of the Reformatory he has enabled that In- 
stitution to accomplish, as far as it is possible, the beneficent ob- 
jects the Legislature had in view in establishing it. 
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W. W. MAC QREQOR, H. D.. 

SUPERINTSNDBNT SOUTHWESTERN INSANE ASYI^Ulf , 

SAN ANTONIO, 

Was bom in 1851; grew to manhood in New York state; is a 
regular graduate; is a member of various medical societies; is 
President of Warren county, N. Y. , Medical Society, Ex Presi- 
dent Tri-County Union Medical Association of Northern New 
York, Ex-Health Officer of Glen Falls, N Y., aod Ex -County 
Physician of Nueces and Webb counties, Texas; is a member of 
the Masonic, I. O. O. F., and Benevolent Order of Elks fratemi- 
ties^and has had experience in the treatment ot the insane. 



S. J. JENKINS, 

SUPERINTENDENT STATE INSTITUTION FOR DEAF, DUMB AND 

BLIND COLORED YOUTHS, 

Was appointed to the position he now holds by Gov. C. A. 
Ctdberson Jan. 19, 1897, and confirmed on Feb. 6, 1897, He is 
a lawyer by profession, is considered one of the ablest representa- 
tives of his race in the State, and has done good service for De- 
mocracy in a number of campaigns. 

His white friends induced him during Mr. Cleveland's first 
term to apply lor the Ministership to Liberia. The senators and 
representatives in congress from Texas and such leading men as 
Col. Holt, Governor James S- Hogg. Hon. C. A. Culberson (then 
Attorney General), Hon. M. M. Crane, Hon W. B: Wortham 
Hon. John H. Reagan, Senator Richard Coke, Judge C. C. Garrett 
and members of the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Texas Legislature endorsed his application and for a time it was 
thought he would get the place; but, the scales turned at the last 
moment in favor of a northern negro, it doubtless being thought 
that, with Texas in the Democratic column by more than 100,U00 
majority, that piece ot patronage could be disposed of to better 
advantage in a doubtful state. The compliment paid to Jenkins, 
however, was great, and those who have known him for years 
say well deserved. 

A thoroughly cBpable man; and of good moral character, no 
better selection could have been made for Superintendent of the 
State Institution for Deaf and Dumb and Blind Colored Youths. 

He was born in Rapides Parish, Louisiana, in 1860, was brought 
to Texas by his mother in 1863; was educated at the Prairie View 
Normal; like other graduates of that institution,taught a free school 
for a prescribed period after leaving its walls; studied law; was ad- 



mitted to the bar at Brepham; practiced in 99veral counties in 
Texas, and, finally, a few y<eara since, moyed to Austin, where 
he was quietly e«ga4^ in %hf^ pwanit of his pfo£eJ«siott wribm ap- 
pointed to his present position. 

He was married to Irene B. Washington at Marlin, Texas, 
Deoetnher 21, 1896. Hia wife is a graduate of the Fndrie Vfew 
(Texa3) Normal sekool and studi^ pharmacy in one oi the 
hi^^est medieal institutions in the state of Michigan. 

The Austin Searchlight says of him: * Jenkins is a true negro 
Demacrat He has rendered service to his party without a rewaixl. 
or the hope of reward. Persons who know him say that he has 
been and is as true to the Democracy as the needle to ti^e pole." 

He is well fitted for the place to which he has been appointed. 

The enlightened wisdom and philanthropy of the founders of 
our state institutions is in no particular more apparent than in 
the provisions made by them for such schools as that at Austin 
over which he presides — a wisdom that realized that the blessings 
of intellectual and moral training should be placed within the reach 
of every child afterwards to become a member of the body politic, 
and a philanthropy as generous as God's gracious sun that shines 
equally for all— rich and poor, great and small, black and white. 
The negroes have no better friends than the people among whom 
they have been born and reared and beside whom they will die and 
be buried and it is a source of gratification to every right thinking 
man to see one of their number rise above the mass and give evi- 
dence of natural qualities, as well as acquired learning, that fit 
him to help carry forward a great state work designed for the 
betterment of the condition ofa portion of his race. 



V 



Xtbe Senate. 



JOSEPH B. DfBRELL, 

PRBSIDENT PRO TEM. OF THJB SBNATE, 

Was born in Whitley county, Ky., December 1, 1855; the tenth 
of fifteen children (nine of whom survive and live in Texas) bom 
to his parents, Joseph B. and Margaret J. Dibrell, both of whom 
were bprn in Whitley county, Ky.; married there, and in Decem- 
ber 1857 moved to Gaudalupe county, Texas, where Joseph B. 
Dibrell, Sr., was a merchant, farmer and stockraiser and died at 
the town of Seguin in 1883, and his wife (a daughter of Dr. B. 
Brawner, of Kentucky) at that place in 1893. 

The subject of this notice graduated frem Emory and Henry 
College, Virginia, in the class of 1879 with the degree of B, A.; 
taught school for ten months iu Gaudalupe county; then read 
law and in May 1882 was admitted to the bar at Seguin, where he 
has since been successfully er] gaged in practice and during the 
years 1891-92 was a co-partner of the later Governor John 
Ireland, under the firm name of Ireland & Dibrell: early mani^ 
fested an interest in public affairs, soon became a popular leader 
in the discussion of state and national issues, was sent as a dele- 
grate to the State Democratic convention that nominated General 
L. S. Ross for his first term as Governor; has been sent to every 
one that has since been held in this state; was elected to the 
State Senate from the Twenty-first Senatorial district, (Blanco, 
Caldweil, Gonzales, Comal and Gaudalupe counties) in 1894; 
served in the Senate of the Twenty-fourth Legislature with dis- 
tinction and is completing his four years term at the present ses- 
sion. He is chairman of the Committee on Judicial Districts and 
a member of the following committees: Judiciary Nos. 1 and 2, 
Penitentiaries, State Affairs, Privileges and Elections, Constitu- 
tional Amendments, Frontier Protection, and Engrossed Bills. 
At this session be is the author of two resolutions of far-reaching 
importance, both of which should be passed. One provides for 
the submission of an amendment to, the state constitution making 
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election to state offices quadrennial, instead of biennial; the other 
ior the calling of a state constitutional convention. 

He was married at Seguin, June 21, 1882, to Miss MoUie £. 
Tennell, daughter of Dr. J. W. Tennell, of that place, and has 
four children: James F., Joseph B. Jr., Edwin W. and Raymond. 

Senator Dibrell is a member of the Masonic fraternity. 

He has done much effective work for the Democratic party, 
as a lawyer he ranks among the best in the best in the state; as a 
legislator he has made an enviable record; as president pro tem. 
of the Senate he has presided on all occasions with dignity, tair- 
ness and ability. 



EDWARD D. LINN. ^ 

VICTORIA. 

Senator from the Twenty-second Senatorial district, com posed 
of Atascosa, Bee, Calhoun, DeWitt. Goliad, Jackson, Karnes. 
Live Oak, LaSalle, McMullen, Refugio, Victoria and Wilson 
counties, was bom at Victoria, Texas, December 18, 1848, 

His, father, John J, Linn, a merchant by occupation, was born 
in Ireland; participated in the Irish Rebellion organized by Rob- 
ert Emmett, emmigrated to America in 1799, lived in New York 
and later in New Orleans until 1829, and then moved to Victoria, 
Texas, where with voice and pen and means and personal ser- 
vice in the field and forum he helped organize and carry the 
Texas revolutions of 1835-6 to a successful issue, aided in estab- 
lishing the Texas Republic, assisted in bringing about the an- 
nexation of Texas to the Union and was a leader in every im- 
portant movement until the time of his death, which occurred in 
1885. 

Senator Linn*s mother, Mrs. Margret (Daniel) Linn, was a na- 
tive of Ireland, came to Geoigia when a child, was married at 
New Orleans, Louisiana, in 1833, and died at Victoria in 1884. 
She and her husband celebrated their golden wedding in 1883. 
To them were born thirteen children (seven sons and six daugh- 
ters) three of them now survive, viz: Charles C, stockman; 
Edward D., State Senator from the Twenty second district, and 
William F. Linn, engrossing clerk of the Senate of the Twenty- 
fifth and previous Texas Legislatures, all residents of Victoria, 
except the latter who lives at Wharton. 

Edward D. Linn, acquirred an education in the common schools 
and under the instructions of private tutors at home; engaged in 
merchandising until the latter part of 1872; then bought the Vic- 
toria Advocate, ot which he was thereafter editor and proprietor 
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for seyenteen years; during this period was also in the railroad 
btisiness — for four years of the time a member of the Board of 
Directors, and Secretary of the New York, Texas & Mexican 
Railway Company, with headquarters at Victoria; was appointed 
United States Consul at Piedras Negras, Mexico, in 1885; re- 
signed the position in the fall of 1886; was appointed by Presi- 
dent Cleveland, Collector of United States Customs for the Sa- 
luria district, headquarters at Eagle Pass, Texas, in 1888 and 
served as such until removed on purely political grounds by 
President Harrison in 1890; has been chairman of county, repre- 
sentative, senatorial and congressional Democratic executive 
committees at various times since 1873; 'has been a member of 
the Democratic State Executive Committee and a delegate to 
every State Democratic convention held in Texas during tbe 
past twenty-five years, except one; was a member of the House 
of Repreentatives of the Fourteenth, Fifteenth. Sixteenth, Sev« 
enteenth, and Nineteenth Legislatures, from districts of which Vic- 
tortia county formed a part, and in 1896 was elected from the 
Twenty-second district to the Senate of the Twenty-fifth Legis** 
lature, in which body he is Ctiairman of the Committees on Insu- 
rance, Statistics and History and Claims and Accounts and a 
member of the foUowihg committees: Finance, Public Lands. 
Commerce and Manufactures, County and County Boundaries 
and Public Printing. 

In the Sixteenth Legislature he was the author of the Bond 
Bill, enacted into law, reducing the interest on state bonds from 
ten and seven per cent, to five per cent, and, also of a bill that be- 
came a law at first session of Seventeenth Legislature authorizing 
the purchase of unmatured state bonds with surplus money or 
cash balance, in the State Treasury, under the practical operations 
of which the state debt was reduced more than one fourth, and a 
saving made of about $80,000 in interest per annum. 

At previous and subsequent sessions he has also taken an active 
part in the work of law-making and left the impress of his sound 
and far-seeing judgment upon the Legislation accomplished. 
He favors amending the present fish and oyster law so as to make it 
fully effective, and the enactment of a . law that will permit 
counties, that so desire, to pay bounties for the destruction of 
wild animals, such as wolves, panthers, etc. He was confined 
at home by illness and was unable to enter upon the discharge of 
his duties as senator in the Twenty -fifth Legislature until the 
4th of March: but is now in his seat and taking part in the work 
that is going forward. Senator Linn was married at Victoria on 
the 23rd of April, 1889 to Miss Gussie West, daughter of A. J. 
West, of that place, and has four children living, viz: Mar- 
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garet A., seven years; Annie D., five years; Josephine, three years 
and Gussie W., four and a half months of age. 

He is a Catholic in faith. The name of Linn has long 
been honorably associated with the history of Texas. Senator 
Linn, like his father before him, has served Texas faithfully and 
well and is a man of superior intellectual capacity and attain- 
ments. 

Few men in his section are so generally esteemed or exercise 
so wide and well deserved an influence. 

A genuine love of country and his fellow- men and unbending 
integrity are his distinguishing moral, as breadth and clearness 
of mind are his intellectual characteristics. As a strong and 
graceful editorial writer he has few equals in, or out, of Texas. 



E. A. ATLEE, 

LAREDO, 



Senator from the Twenty-third Senatorial district, composed 
of Webb, Encinal, Nueces, San Patricio, Aransas, Cameron. Hi- 
dalgo, Starr and Zapata counties, was born at Athens, Tenn., 
March 16, 1846 

His father, Edwin A. Atlee, a Pennsylvanian by birth, died at 
the family home at Athens,|Tenn., in 1868, and his mother, there 
in 1888. Before her marriage, as Miss Delilah Gilbert, she was 
one of the brightest ornaments of Gettysburg, Pa., her native city. 

To Edwin A. and Delilah Atlee were born nine children, of 
whom Senator Atlee was the eighth. Two of these, Mrs. T, M. 
Coleman and Mrs. P. C. Wilson, are deceased; four, Mrs. JohnS. 
McCampbell, of Corpus Christi, Mrs. A. V. Cox, of Beeville, Mrs. 
A.T. Ayres, of San Antonio, and Hon. E. A. Atlee, are living in 
Texas; Mrs. S. C. Luter, living at Athens, Tenn., Dr. John L. 
Atlee, a practicing physician at Chattanooga, Tenn., and Mr. B. 
G. Atlee, engaged in the practice of dentistry, at Monterey, 
Mexico. 

Senator Atlee graduated from the East Tennessee Wesleyan 
University in 1870 with the degree of B. A ; was made a member 
of the faculty of the university and remained with his alma mater 
for three years as teacher of Latin and Greek; moved to Corpus 
Christi, Texas, in 1873 and there entered the law oflSce of Lovtn- 
skiold & McCampbell; completed his preparatory studies, and in 
1874 was examined by the district court and admitted to the bar, 
and shortly thereafter elected County Attorney of Nueces county; 
filled that office until the death of Col. Lovenskiold in 1876, and 
then formed the law firm of McCampbell & Atlee, a connection 



31 

that continued until his removal to Laredo in January, 1879; was 
elected and served as mayor of Laredo from 1885 to 1889; was 
elected to the House of Representatives of the Nineteenth Legisla^ 
ture; in 1888 was elected to the Senate of the Twenty -first and 
Twenty-second Legislatures; in 1892 was renominated and re- 
elected without opposition to the Senate of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Legislatures, of the former of which bodies he was 
elected and served as President pro. tem , and in 1896 was renom- 
inated and re-elected to the Senate without opposition for another 
four years term, which will include the sessions of the Twenty-fifth 
and Twenty-sixth Legislatures. At the present session he is 
Chairman of the Committee on Constitutional Amendments, and 
a member of the following Senate committees: Judiciary Nos. 1 
and 2, Public Lands, Judicial Districts, Towns and City Corpora- 
tions, Insurance, Statistics and History. Frontier Protection, Stock 
and Stockraising, and Mining and Irrigation. 

The journals of the two Houses contain in full Senator Atlee's 
services to Texas as a legislator — an unbroken record to his credit 
of duty well and faithfully done by a man who has shown himself 
to be equal to every responsibility imposed upon him . 

He was married March 14, 1877, at Corpus Christi, Texas, to 
Miss Elizabeth Foster, daughter of Capt. S. T. Foster, now of La- 
redo, and has two children, Edward A., eighteen, and Thos. G., 
sixteen years of age; both now at school in San Antonio. Senator 
Atlee is a member of the M. E Church South. 

He has attended neatly every state Democratic convention held 
in Texas since 1879, has always been a Democrat and has helped 
fight the battles of the party for years. 

As alawyer, citizen and law-maker he stands among the first and 
foremost in the State. 



ABNUS BAILEY KERR, 

FI^ATONIA, 

Senator from the Eighteenth Senatorial districft, composed of 
Fayette, Lavaca and Colorado counties, was born in Augusta 
county, Virginia, on the 4th day of March. 1832, and passed his 
boyhood and youth there, amid scenes familiar to his ancestors, 
who were among the first settlers of that historic region. 

His grandfather upon his father's side, was a wealthy planter 
and left a large estate that was equally divided among his children 
and placed them in independent circumstances. 

His parents were Robert G. and Cassandra C. (McEarchen) 
Kerr, Virginians by birth and descent, the former of whom died 
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at Flatonia, Fayette county, Texas, in 1892, and the latter in 
Williamson county, this state, in 1881. 

The subject of this notice attended country schools, worked on 
a farm and later clerked in a store until twenty years of age and 
then came to Texas. Reaching this, as he hoped, **]and of 
promise,** with nothing but his own energies and abilities to de- 
pend upon, he sought and secured employment as a book keeper, 
was stricken down by a severe illness and upon recovery, finding 
himself without a job and entirely without money, went to work 
as a hod-carrier at seventy-five cents a day (forty cents of which 
had to be expended for board) and in that capacity helped to build 
the Kaiser House, one of the first brick buildings erected in the 
town of Gonzales. Such work was little suited to a young man 
possessed of his talents and ambitious spirit. It merely served 
to bridge him over the crisis into which his affairs had fallen, and 
that done, he attached himself to a surveying corps, as a member 
of which he assisted in locating and surveying 1700 square miles of 
land in the old Peters* colonial grant for the Texas Immigration 
and Land Co., and earned $400 or $500. With this money he 
bougbt a small stock of cattle in 1854, and established himself on 
the Cibolo, a few miles distant from San Antonio, and prospered 
in his undertaking from the beginning. 

A year later he was united in marriage to Miss Mary Mercer, 
daughter of Col. Levi Mercer, a prominent citizen and wealthy 
sugar planter of Wharton county, and moved to Fayette county, 
where he has ever since resided. Three children were born to 
them, viz.: Thomas O., James L., and W. B. Kerr, all living 
and now co- partners with their father in the mercantile firm ot A, 
B. Kerr & Sons, at Muldoon, Texas. Mrs. Kerr died in Fayette 
county in 1871. In 1872 Senator Kerr married Miss Bettie 
Ragsdale, daughter of Mr. C. C. Ragsdale a resident of his neigh- 
borhood. Four children have blessed this union, viz.: John A. 
Kerr, a graduate of the Texas University and now practicing law 
with Brown & Lane, at La Grange. Texas; Mary Kerr, who 
died at nine years of age, and Charles G. and Lelia Kerr, now at- 
tending the Southwestern University, at Georgetown, Texas. 

Senator Kerr served in the Confederate army, as a soldier in 
Shaw's regiment, for one year during the war and was then, at 
the close of hostilities, mustered out ot service. 

He has been a delegate to many local and very nearly every 
state Democratic convention held in Texas during the past thirty 
years, has canvassed Fayette, Colorado and Lavaca counties and 
otherwise worked in the interest of his party at various times; has 
long been a leading citizen and Democrat in the section in which 
he resides, and in 1896 was tendered and accepted the nomination 
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for the office of State Senator from the Eighteenth Senatorial dis^ 
trict and helped lead the hosts in the hot campaign that followed. 

He is Chairman of the Senate Committee on Contingent Ex* 
penses, and a member of the committees on Finance, Penitentia- 
ries, Public Debt. Commerce and Manufactures, State Affairs, 
Towns and City Corporations, Private Land Claims, Counties and 
County Boundaries, Frontier Protection, Claims and Accounts, 
and Stock and Stock Raising. 

The only offices held by him prior to his election to the Legisla- 
ture have been those of Justice of the Peace, Notary Public, 
School Trustee of the public schools of Fayette county, Assessor 
of Taxes, and County Commissioner, these various services 
extending over a period of about eighteen years. 

He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, holding the degree of 
Royal Arch Mason in that order, and, while not connected with 
any church, inclines to the Baptist denomination. 

As a Democrat he believes that every party pledge made to the 
people should be redeemed by appropriate legislation, and as a 
law maker is laboring, as far as lies in his power, to that end. 

He is neither a pessimist nor optimist, if by pessimist is meant 
one who expects no future good, and by optimist is meant one 
who believes that all things are well enough as they are and that 
which is desirable will come to pass without individual or collect- 
ive effort; but, he has an undying faith in the beneficence of 
Almighty God, the limitlei-sness of man's capability for advance- 
ment along all Hoes, the benefits to be derived from free govern- 
ment, if founded and administered upon the principles enunciated 
by Jefferson and Jackson, and in the cardinal doctrine of Jesus 
Christ that men of all conditions constitute a common brotherhood 
and should be mutually charitable and helpful. 

He is president of the Rockdale Mining and Manufacturing 
Company and also of the Rockdale Mining Company, at Rockdale, 
Texas; operates a larg:e coal and wood yard at San Antonio; owns 
a controlling interest in and is manager of the celebrated rock 
quarries at Mu^doon, which have furnished over 20,000 carloads 
of ro.k for the jetties at Galveston, Velasco and Aransas Pass and 
dimension rock, for building purposes, to towns in all parts of 
Texas, and employ about one hundred men; owns with his sons 
a large general merchandise store at Muldoon, maintained for the 
benefit of employees in the quarries and the people of the sur- 
rounding country; has in cultivation about 4,000 acres of land, 
portions of which are situated in various Texas counties; owns 
about 50,000 acres of land scattered over a large part of the state, 
has a fine hacienda of 50,000 acres id Coahuila^ Mexico, and is 
considered one of the wealthiest men in the Southwest. 
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Wben be readied Texas hedtd not haveadollar. The p uirei ty 
and trials through which he passed did not sour him. The wealUi 
he has accumulated has not spoiled him or caused him to £ail in 
charity to those who, for one cause or another, have not been 
equally successful. He is a kindly, broad minded, well rounded, 
great<*hearted and great- purposed man, whose life has been one of 
constiint labor and usefulness and who is still, although advanced 
in years', ao active worker among the foremost of those who are 
developing the great commonwealth of Texas. 

Much that is denominated success does not deserve the name, 
but his may be truly said,in the best sense. to have been a successful 
life* As to Fortune, such men as he fitly illustrate the truth of 
the assertion of the author of Lacon, that '*while Fortune may be 
blind, she is not invisible and the man who will boldly and rightly 
seek for her will find her " 



O. p. BOWSER, 

DALI.AS, 

Senator from the Sixth district, composed of Dallas and Rock- 
wall counties, was born near Dayton, in Montgomery county, 
Ohio, March 21, 1842; went, when six years of age, with his 
parents, David and Mary (Bookwalter) Bowser, and other mem- 
bers of the family, to Illiaois. and resided there until 1856, in 
which year they moved to and settled in Dallas county, Texas. 

Mr. David Bowser died in 1883, at seventy-two years of age, 
after a residence of more than thirty years in Dallas county. He 
was born in Ohio, to which state his father moved at an early day 
from Virginia, where the family had first established itself upon 
coming to America in pre revolutionary times. 

Mrs. Mary Bowser is still living, at eighty-three years of age, 
in Dallas county. She was born in Johnstown, Pa., and is a 
member of the Bookwalter family long prominent in Ohio and 
Pennsylvania. Ten children have been born to her, five of whom 
are living; all citizens of Texas, well settled in life, and leading 
members of the communities in which they reside. 

Senator Bowser enlisted in the Confederate army in 1861 as a 
private soldier in Company E , Eighteenth Texas Infantry, 
Granbury's Brigade, was elected Lieutentant of his company and 
served as such until theclo^eof the war, with the exception of one 
winter spent by him in Camp Douglas a northern prison, as prisoner 
of war. He was twice wounded in action. Granbury's was one of the 
crack brigades of the Confederate army and both officers and men 
bore themselves in camp, on the march and in battle in a manner 
that has won for it a permanent place in history. 
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Senator Bowser was married in Dallas county, Texas, July 15, 
1866 to Miss Virginia L. Murray, daughter of Prof. Watt Murray, 
of Jefferson City, Mo., and has one child, David W. Bowser, re- 
cently graduated from the law department of the Texas University 
and now a practicing attorney at Dallas. 

Senator Bowser is a member of the Christian church, and Ma- 
sonic, I. O. O. F., Knights of Pythias, and Knights of Honor 
fraternities. He has been engaged in various business pursuits 
and is now (as for some time past) in the real estate and insurance 
business. 

He has attended county, district and state Democratic conven- 
tions during the past twenty years and has done much good ser- 
vice for his party on the stump and elsewhere 

He was elected in 1892 to the Senate of the Twenty-third Leg- 
islature, and in 1894 was re-elected to the Senate of the Twenty- 
fourth and Twenty-fifth Legislatures. 

In the Twenty- third Legislature he secured the establishment 
of a Court of Civil Appeals at Dallas, a separate Criminal Dis- 
trict Court for Dallas county, and the passage of a very progres- 
sive road law and other measures of benefit to his constituents. 
Jn that body he was the author of a bill looking to the exemp- 
tion of manufactories from taxation for a number of years, that, 
had it passed to enactment, would have done muca toward the 
commercial and industrial development of the state. 

Recognizing the fact that the tariff policy adopted by the 
founders of this government will continue to exist for thirty to 
fifty years to come, and that the people ot Texas will inevitably 
have their portion of the burden of that policy to bear, he has la- 
bored to bring about conditions that will enable his people to 
share in the benefits of that policy. Every measure at that, as 
well as at subsequent sessions, that gave substantial promise of 
building up the business, industrial or agricultural interests of 
Texas and of adding to the prosperity of the people and the en- 
r chment of the state has enlisted his earnest support and elo- 
quent and persuasive advocacy. He has thought, spoken and 
written much along these lines during the past ten years and his 
views are well and favorably known in Texas and abroad, having 
been given wide publicity through the columns of the daily press, 
and comments of Northern, as well as Southern, newspapers and 
periodicals. 

In the Twenty-fourth Legislature he secured the passage 
through the Senate of a bill, relating to the Criminal Code and 
Code of Criminal Procedure, that was designed to prevent delays 
in meteing out justice to criminals, and to sweep away the cob- 
web of technicalities that have too often enabled the guilty to es- 
cape punishment; and also of a bill that, if enacted, would have 
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given the state a just and wholesome libel law; both of which, 
however, failed in the House. He was the author at that session 
of the present law authorizing the organization and establish^ 
ment of liie insurance companies in this state; introduced and 
pushed to enactment several other important bills, and supported 
in the committee rooms and on the floor by argument, and voted 
for all measures in the special interest of the farmer and laboring 
people of Texas. 

Finding that the charter laws of this state were more favora- 
ble to corporations created by the laws of, and domiciled in, other 
states than to corporations chartered and doing business Here, he 
has sought by legislative enactments, to change this unequal 
status, place both upon at least an equal footing and compel 
foreign corporations, life insurance companies as well as others, to 
help support the state government that protects their contract and 
property rights through its courts. He favors the passage of a law 
requiring the purchase of all supplies used by the state depart^ 
ments, state institutions, county commissioners' courts and city 
councils from home manufacturers and dealers, to the end that 
money collected from the people for the maintenance of all 
branches of the state, county and city gjovernments, may be kept 
at home and so expended as to promote the development of home 
enterprises and industries. 

He is Chairman of the Committee on Commerce and Manufact- 
ures and a member of the following Senate committees: Judiciary 
No, 2, Finance, Penitentiaries, Public Debt, State Asylums, Ed- 
ucation, Insurance, Statistics and History, Mining and Irrigation, 
Internal Improvement. Towns and City Corporations, and Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

He is taking an active part in the shaping and enactment of the 
important legislation beinjj: accomplished at this session. The 
Senate Journals, of the Twenty-third. Twenty-fourth and 
Twenty-fifth Legislatures contain a record to his credit of service 
performed of which he may justly be proud and that stamps him 
to-day as one of the strongest men we have in public life 
in Texas. 



THOriAS E. BOREN, 

CARTHAGE, 

Senator from the Eighth Senatorial district, composed of Har- 
rison, Rusk, Panola and Shelby counties, was born at Holly 
Springs. Miss., April 6, 1849, in December of which year his 
parents, Shadrack E. and Louisa N, (Fite) Boren, moved to Texas. 
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His father was for years a successful merchant and financier at 
Bethany, La., and died at that place July 14, 1859. 

His mother was a daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Pite, for- 
merly of Tennessee, but later of Texas. She died at what is 
known as Boren, Panola county, this state, April 2, 1878. Of 
the nine children born to her all are now living:, eight in Texas 
and one in Louisiana, viz.: Mrs. Elizabeth Bond, of Terrell, 
Texas; James F. Boren, of Boren, Texas; Mrs, Ida Abernathy, of 
Terrell; Spearman H. Boren, of Boren; Dr. W. L. Boren, of 
Uvalde; Mrs Mattie R. DoigR, of Blmo, Texas; Dr. Shadrick E. 
Boren, of Logansport, La ; Miss Louisa N. Boren, of Boren and 
Senator Thomas E. Boren, of Carthage, Texas. 

Senator Boren completed his literary education at Looney In- 
stitute, Gilmer, Texas, in 1869, a famous institution of learning of 
that time, from which several men and women since distinguished 
in this state graduated during the years of its existence; served as 
deputy sheriff of Panola county for one year after leaving sclool; 
merchandised for three years; read law in the oflSce of Capt. A. 
W. De Berry, then of Carthage and now residing at Aransas 
Harbor; was admitted to the bar at the June term of the district 
court in Panola county in 1875; served as Justice of the Peace at 
Carthage from 1876 to 1878 and as County Judge from 1878 to 
1884; purchased the Panola Watchman in January, 1884, and 
edited that paper at Carthage until January 1, 1896; was nomi- 
nated for the State Senate in 1892 by a unanimous vote of the 
Democratic convention of the Eighth Senatorial district and was 
elected over his Populist opponent by 7,500 majority; served in 
the Twenty third Legislature; drew a short term, and in 1894 
was unanimously renominated and afterwards re-elected over a 
Populist opponent by 8,000 majority and served through the reg- 
ular and called sessions of the Tweoty- fourth Legislature. 

At the present session he is Chairman of the Senate Committee 
on Penitentiaries and a member of the following committees: 
Finance, Public Lands, Education, Treasurer's and Comptroller's 
OflBces, Counties and County Boundaries, Claims and Accounts, 
Contingent Expenses, General Land Office, Internal Improve- 
ments, Public Printing and Engrossed Bills. 

He bas attended very nearly every state Democratic conveu* 
tion held since 1880 and has done good service for the party on 
the stump and through the columns of his ably conducted paper. 
He is only temporarily out of journalistic harness. 

He was married to Miss Ophelia A. Lawrence, at Carthage, 
April 30, 1872, who died at that place April 4, 1883, leaving him 
four children: Marcus O., aged twenty^four; Wesley Glen, aged 
twenty- two; Shadrick Lawrence, aged nineteen, and Essie Pearl, 
aged seventeen years. 
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On the 10th of January, 1884, he was married at Carthage to 
his present wife, nee Miss Celeste A, Carswell, daughter of Joseph 
Carswell of that place. 

Senator Boren is a member of the M. E. Church South, and 
Masonic and K. of H. fraternities. 

He is taking an active and leading part in the work of legisla- 
tion being accomplished by the Twenty-fifth Legislature. He 
favors so amending the state constitution as to make the payment 
of poll-tax a pre-requisite to the exercise of the right of suffrage^ 
four year's term instead of two, for all state and county oflEicers; 
working public highways with short term state convicts; a uniform 
series of text-books for use in the public free schools; and the 
exercise of as rigid economy in the administration of the state 
goverument as is consistent with efificient service. 



W. W. TURNEY, 

EL PASO. 

Senator from the Twenty-fifth district, composed of twenty-five 
western counties', was born at Marshall, Texas, July 11, 1861, the 
tourth of eight children born to his parents, Maj. A. G. and Mrs. 
S. E. (Ward) Turney. His parents are still living and still reside 
at the old family homestead in Harrison county. Mrs. S- E. 
Turney is a daughter of the late Hon. W. R. D. Ward, of Harri- 
son county, Maj, A. G. Turney has for more than forty years 
been a leading citizen of that portion ot the state. 

Senator Turney graduated from the Sam Houston Normal 
School at Huntsville, in 1884; was admitted to the bar at Alpine, 
Brewster county, in 1887; was County Attorney of Brewster 
county from 1887 to 1889; continued to practice law at Alpine 
until 1892, and in that year moved to El Paso, where he now 
resides; represented the Ninety sixth district in the House of 
Representatives of the Twenty third and Twenty-fourth Lesjisla^ 
tifres, and in 1896 was elected to the state Senate from the Twen- 
ty-fifth district. 

He is Chairman of the Committees on Mining and Irrigation 
and Stock and Stockraising, and a member of the following Senate 
committees: Judiciary Nos. 1 and 2, Finance, Federal Relations, 
Public Lands, Insurance Statistics and History, Privileges and 
Elections, Frontier Protection, and Military Affairs. 

He had charge, in the Twenty^third and Twenty-fourth Legis- 
latures, of the land and irrigation bills, and took a prominent part 
in the law-making accomplished. At the present session he is 
adding largely to his well-won laurels. 

A well-grounded lawyer, a clear thinker and excellent speaker, 
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be is peculiarly adapted to the practice of law and, as a result, 
his career at the bar has been an unusually successful one. He 
has been leading counsel in many important cases tried in the 
state and federal courts and now has a practice that embraces all 
of the western portion of the state. 

Since 1889 he has been largely interested in the cattle business 
in Brewster county. 

He was married to Miss Ira Guthrie, daughter of S. R. Guthrie, 
at Alpine, December 15th, 1892. 

He has introduced in the Senate a bill submitting an amend- 
ment to the state constitution that provides for tde establishment 
of irrigation districts and the issuance of bonds by couniies that 
may be included in such districts and desire to raise funds with 
which to construct irrigation ditches, build dams, reservoirs, etc., 
for the reclamation of arid lands. 

He favors the sale of the public lands lyine west of the 100th 
meridian, in any quantity not to exceed twenty sections to any 
one individual, without requiring actual settlement thereon. 

He has attended various district and state Democratic conven- 
tions since coming of age, has made speeches in the Western por- 
tion of the state in all political campaigns fought during the last 
ten or twelve years, and has at all times been an active, wording 
Democrat. 



SIMON J. MORRISS, M. D., 

ATlyANTA, 

Senator from the First Senatorial district, composed of Buwie, 
Cass and Morris couniies, was born in Sylacauga, Talladega 
county, Ala., April 16, 1843. 

His father, a prosperous planter in Alabama prior to the war, 
and afterward a respected citizen and farmer in East Texas, died 
at Atlanta, this state, April 21, 1891. aged seventy-one years. 

His mother, Mrs. Sarah A. Morriss, nee Oden, is still living, 
and resides with him at Atlanta, Texas. 

Five children were born to Mr. B. F. and Mrs. Sarah A. Mor- 
ris, viz: S. J. subject of this notice; Mrs M. A. Singleterry, liv- 
ing at Bowie, Montague county; John E., a tarmer, residing near 
Texarkana, and Mrs. Eula Foreman, of Bowie, and W. D., a 
practicing physician, living at Atlanta, Cass county, Texas. 

Dr. S. J. Morriss' first serious life-experience began in 1861. 
In that year, when eighteen, he left the school room in response 
to his country's call to arms and enlisted as a private soldier in 
the Tenth Alabama Infantry, Wilcox's old Alabama brigade; 
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was promoted to the rank of Captain; served with his regiment in 
Virginia, participated in all the great battles fought by Lee and 
Johnson on that historic soil, and was in command of the Tenth 
Alabama Infantry when it finally surrendered at Appomattox. 
He was several times slightly wounded, and in the battle at the 
Mine,in front of Petersburg, was dangerously wounded. Returning 
home, after the close of hostilities, he taught school one year in 
Talladega county; came overland by ox- wagon to Texas in 1867; 
taught school for one year in Cass county; for four years sold 
goods at Jefferson; moved to Galveston and ran a commission 
business and attended lectures at the old Galveston Medical College 
for two years, and then returned to Cass county, where he has 
since been engaged in the practice of medicine and surgery. 
After permanently settling at his present home he entered the 
Memphis Medical College and, in 1881, graduated from that in- 
stitution. He is a member of the Medical Examining Board of 
the Fifth Judicial district of Texas, Chief v^ urgeon of the T. A. & 
La. R. R., and Local Surgeon of the T. & P. R. R., P. G. H. P. 
of the Masonic Royal Arch Chapter of Texas; is a Knight Tem- 
plar; has held various offices in the Knights of Pythias, Knights 
of Honor and other fraternities; is a member of the Baptist 
church; has attended nearly every Democratic state convention 
held since Coke was nominated for the Governorship at Galves- 
ton; was an alternate delegate to the national Democratic conven- 
tion at St, Louis that nominated Cleveland and Thurman; has 
been an active Democratic worker at all times, both with voice 
and pen and the exercise of personal influence; believes with 
Jefferson and Jackson, that all power rests with the people and 
that all issues should be joined and settled by them; earnestly fa- 
vors carrying out, by necessary legislation, the recommendations 
contained in the state Democratic platform enunciated at Fort 
Worth in 1896, and would like to see many of the useless laws 
that now encumber our statute books repealed. 

He was united in marriage to Miss Mary L. Taylor, daughter 
of Wm. Taylor, of Talladega county, Ala., descended from the 
Taylors of Monroe county, Ga , a very rich and prominent family 
previous to and up to the time of the war, September 15, 1865, at 
her grand- father's home in Talladega county, and has seven chil- 
dren, viz: Mrs. Lucy Granberry, of Douglassville, Texas; Mrs. 
Lillie Chappell, of Texarkana, Texas; Misses Anna, Belle, Eula 
and Kate and Master Grover Cleveland Morriss, living at home. 

Dr. Morriss was nominated for the Senate by the Senatorial 
convention of the First district of Texas in 1896, and his great 
popularity may be judged by the fact that in the campaign that 
followed he beat his Populist opponent by 2040 votes, the largest 
Demociatic majority ever given a candidate in the district. He 
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is Cfaairman of the Public Health Committee, and a member of 
the following Senate committees: Finance, Penitentiaries, Pub- 
lir: Debt, State Asylums, State Affairs, Education, Contingent 
Expenses, General Land OflSce and Internal Improvements. 



WALLER T. BURNS, 

HOUSTON, 

Senator from the Sixteenth Senatorial district, composed of 
Austin, Fort Bend, Harris and Waller counties, was born in Fay- 
ette county, Texas, January 14, 1858. 

His father, James R. Burns, moved to Texas in 1852 from 
Charleston, S. C. his native home, practiced law atLaGrange 
until 1877, at Galveston from 1877* to 1888, and thereafter at 
Houston until the time of his death, which occurred in that citv 
April 11, 1893, 

Senator Burns* mother, Mrs. Adelia Burns, is still living and 
now resides with him at Houston. She is a daughter of the late 
John Price Thomas, of Jefferson City, Mo. Five sons (of whom 
the Senator was the third) were born to her Of these, two are 
dead, viz: Edmond Pendleton and Sam Houston, and three liv- 
ing, viz. Eldon, Uvalde and Waller T., now practicing law at 
Houston. 

Senator Waller T. Burns acquired a good literary education, 
read law, was admitted to the b^r at Galveston in 1882 and prac- 
ticed in that city until May 10, 1888, since which time he has 
been attorney for the Houston & Texas Central Ry., and a lead- 
ing member of the Houston bar. 

Senator Burns is a Republican from principle, has often can- 
vassed the district in which he resides for the Presidential and 
and Congressional nominees of his party and contested the ground 
right manfully with the able Democratic leaders who have been 
sent to meet him, coming off defeated it is true, but rising again, 
like that son of earth of old, who gained strength from his moth« 
er*s breast, at every fall, to renew the battle. 

As a delegate to the National Republican convention of 1884, 
he assisted in the nomination of James G. Blaine for President, 
and at that of 1892 helped to nominate Benjamin Harrison. 

He has been an active worker at all times, since coming of age, 
for the National Republican ticket. In local affairs, however, be 
has supported his friends, with an eye single to the public good. 

His main characteristics, aside from his ability, are integrity of 
purpose, kindliness and consideration for others. 
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He was married at Galveston, February 22, 1882, to Miss Mag- 
gie Evelyn Killough, a daughter of Capt. Ira G. Killougb, of 
LaGrange, who commanded a company in Gen. Tom Green's 
brigade during the war between the states. Two children have 
been born of this union: Coke, now living, aged fourteen, and 
Temple, who died at Galveston June 17, 1888, when an in- 
fant. 

Senator Burns is a member of the Episcopal church. 

He is a member of the following Senate committees: Judiciary 
Nc. 1, Constitutional Amendments, Judicial Districts, State Asy- 
lums, Towns and City Corporations, Frontier Protection, Claims 
and Accounts, Commerce and Manufactures, Mming and Irriga- 
tion, and Internal Improvements. 

He will give his voice and vote to the repeal of unnecessary or 
obnoxious laws and to the passage of such measures as will in his 
judgment be to the best interest of the people of Texas, and this, 
too, without regard to party lines. 



JAMES D. WOODS, 

SHERMAN, 

Senator from the Fourth Senatorial district, composed of Gray"* 
son and Cooke counties, was born in Carroll county, Tenn., Octo* 
ber 24th, 1834, the fourth of nine children born to his parents, L. 
S. Woods and Mrs. Arantha J. Woods, (daughter of James Din- 
widdle, of Henry county, that state,) both long tince deceased. 

Senator Woods was educated at Center College, Danville, Ky., 
and went through the middle law class of Cumberland University^ 
at Lebanon, Tenn., in 1857 and was admitted to the bar there 
that year; moved to Sherman, Texas, in 1858; was admitted to 
the bar there in 1858, and has since been actively and successfully 
engaged in practice; was elected in 1861 to the House of Repre* 
sentatives of the Texas Legislature that met in October, 1861, and 
adjourned in January, 1862; in February of that year enlisted 
in the Confederate army and served throughout the war as Captain 
of Company C, Sixteenth Texas Dismounted Cavalry, command^ 
ed by Col. Fitzhugh; was District Attorney of the Twentieth Ju- 
dicial district of Texas in 1866 and 1867; served as mayor of 
Sherman in 1872, and in 1892 was elected to the Texas State 
Senate; served in that body during the session of the Twenty- 
third Legislature, and was re elected in 1894, and served through 
the Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth Legislatures as Senator from 
the Fourth district. 

He is Chairman of the Committee on Counties and County^ 
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Boundaries, and ^a member of the following committees: 
Judiciary Nos. 1 and 2. Finance, State Asylums, State Affairs, 
Constitutional Amendments, and Public Health. 

He has been twice married: First, in 1857, at Caledonia, 

Henry county, Tennessee, to Miss Sue J. Porter, who died in 

1867, and second, ia 1868, at Sherman, Texas, to Mrs. A. A. 

Coffey, formerly Miss Ellison. Four children were born to him 

by his first marriage, viz.: L. J., engaged in the cattle business, 

living at Purcell, I. T.; S H., lawyer at San Diego, Texas; Mrs. 

Myrtle Nicholson, of Laredo; and Wm. H., who died at Sherman 

in 1889. Three children (Miss Cassandra; James D., in the cattle 

business at Purcell, I, T., and Roy J., in the cattle business at 

Sugdou, Texas,) have been born to him by his present wife. 

Senator Woods is a member of the Masonic and I. O, O. F. 
fraternities and Democratic party. 

He favors a change in the present fee system and an assign- 
ment law that will prevent debtors from preferring fictitious cred- 
itors and make it a criminal offense for them to do so. 

A ripe lawyer, familiar with the principles that" underlie our 
peculiar form of government, and the needs of a developing state, 
a sound thinker and a speaker clear in statement, careful and 
exact in drawing deductions and at once pleasing and trenchant 
in diction, he easily ranks among the leading members of the 
Texas Senate and is contributing largely toward the formulation 
and enactment of important legislation along safe and conserva- 
tive lines. 



JAHES R. QOUQH, 

MCKINNKY, 

Senator from the Fifth Senatorial district, composed of the 
counties of Collin and Hunt, was born in Collin county, Texas, 
December 31, 1860. 

His father, Alexander B. Gough, a prosperous farmer and lead 
ing citizen in North Texas in ante bellum days, joined the Con- 
federate army at the beginning of the war between the states and, 
after having braved the perils of several hard fought fields in de- 
fense of a cause that he believed to be right, fell at the battle of 
Norwood Plantation, La,, and was there laid to rest in a soldier's 
grave. 

His mother, Mrs. Elizabeth J. (Rowland) Gough, is living at 
McKinney. 

He was reared upon a farm until twenty-one years of age; 
acquired a good English education; read law, and in 1887 secured 
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admission to the bar, since which time he has been engaged in 
the practice of his profession at McKinney. 

He was elected Justice of the Peace of Precinct No. 1, of Collin 
county in 1886 and re-elected to the position in 1888; was elected 
to the House of Representatives of the Twenty second Legislature 
in 1890; was in 1892 and 1894 re-elected to the House of the 
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Legislatures; was in 1896 elect- 
ed to the state Senate from the Fifth Senatorial district, and when 
his present term of service expires, will have been in legislative 
harness for ten consecutive years, during which time he has built 
up a record no part of which but fully sustains the high reputa- 
.tion he enjoys as an able lawyer, man of sound and true ability, 
and spokesman of, and law- maker lor the people. 

In the Twenty-second Legislature he was a member of the fol- 
lowing committees: Federal Relations, Commerce and Manufac- 
tures, Mining and Minerals, and Representative and Senatorial 
Apportionment; in the Twentj'-third Legislature Chairman of 
the Committees on Education and Rules, and a member of Judic • 
iary No. 1, Finance, and Stock and Stockraising committees; and 
in the Twenty-fourth Legislature Chairman of Judiciary Commit- 
tee No. 2, and a member, among others, ot the Committee on 
Rules. 

At this session he is Chairman of the Senate Committees on 
Asylums and Engrossed Bills, and member of Judiciary No. 1, 
Judiciary ISo. 2, Public Lands, Judicial Districts, Education, 
Public Buildings and Grounds, and Mining and Irrigation Com- 
mittees. 

As a member of the Twenty second Legislature he drafted 
the present Senatorial and Representative Apportionment Law and 
had charge of it in the House until its passage by that body. At 
that session he voted for converting the Confederate Home (es*. 
tablished at Austin in 1891) into a state institution, and was the 
author in the Twenty^^third Legislature of the joint resolution 
providing for the submission to the people of a constitutional 
amendment authorising appropriations from the state treasury 
for the maintenance and building up of the Home, which amend- 
ment was adopted at the polls; yet, strange to say, a notice of 
him published in a book entitled * 'Personnel of the Texas State 
Government,'* etc. (printed in 1892) through unintentional error, 
no doubt, represents him as having voted against aid to the 
Home — a statement not at all in accordance with the facts. 

Senator Gough is a member of the Masonic, I. O. O. F.. and 
Knights of Pythias fraternities. 

He was united in marriage at McKinney, February 6, 1887, to 
Miss Mary Andrews, daughter of Judge W. H. Andrews, of that 
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place, and has three children: Anna Leta, Andrew Bailey, and 
Mary Lee Gough. 

Senator Gough has been a delegate to every state Democratic 
convention held in Texas from, and including, that which assem- 
bled at Galveston in 1886. and nominated Gen. L S. Ross for the 
Governorship, down to the present time, and has done noble 
Democratic service on the stump in all campaigns fought in this 
state during the past decade. 



ROBERT L. ROSS, 

PARIS, 

Senator from the Third Senatorial district, composed of Lamar 
and Fannin counties, was born in Paris, Lamar county, Texas, 
October 8, 1863, the youngest of eleven children (eight of whom 
now survive and live in North Texas) bom to Prank W. and 
Elizabeth (Wells). Ross. 

Mr. Frank W. Ross was a farmer by occupation, came to Texas 
in 1839 from Tennessee, his native state, and died at Paris in 1888, 
after having lived out an honorable and useful career of nearly 
fifty years in Lamar county. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Ross was a daughter of Samuel Wells, of Tens 
nessee. She died at Paris in 1868. 

Senator Ross graduated from the law department of the Univer- 
sity of the City of New York in 1887 and at once entered upon 
the practice of his profession at Paris, a city that boasts a bar 
second to none in the state, and soon won his way to the front as 
a sound and capable lawyer and advocate aud forensic speaker. 

A Democrat by hereditary tradition and personal choice, he 
has, both as a popular orator and party manager, in more than 
one campaign, helped to carry defeat into the ranks of the opposi- 
tion and win victories for the principles and nominees of Democ- 
racy in North Texas. 

He has been a delegate, with the exception of two, to every 
Democratic state convention held in Texas since 1884. He was a 
member of the Democratic Bi-Metalic committee ot the Third 
Senatorial district in 1895; Chairman of the Democratic Executive 
committee of Lamar county in 1888-90; Chairman ot the Demo- 
cratic Executive committee of the Sixth Judicial district in 1892-4 
£Uid Chairman of the Democratic Executive committee of the city 
of Paris in 1895-7. 

In 1896 he was nominated by the Democracy of the Third Sen- 
atorial district in convention assembled, and after a brilliant can- 
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vass, elected by a handsome majority at the polls, to the Senate 
of the Twenty-fifth and Twenty-sixth Legislatures. 

At the present session he is Chairman of the Committee on 
General Land Office, and a member of the following committees: 
Judiciary Nos. 1 and 2, Finance, Education, Constitutional 
Amendments, Federal Relations, Counties and County Boundar- 
ies, Judicial Districts, State Asylums, Enrolled Bills, and Treas- 
urer's and Comptroller's Offices. 

He favors carrying out the platform pledges made at Fort 
Worth in 1896, and has introduced several bills, among the num- 
ber one providing for a uniform S3'stem of text books for the 
public free schools of Texas. 

He is taking an active part in the work of legislation and ranks 
among the ablest of the able men who grace the Texas Senate. 



GEORGE C. GREER, 

beAumont, 

Senator from the Fourteenth Senatorial district, composed of 
Sabine, San Agustine, Nacogdoches, Jasper, Newton, Tyler, 
Hardin. Liberty, Jefferson and Orange counties, was born in San 
Augustine county, Texas, April 24, 1862. His parents were Dr. 
Lewis V, and Maria B. (McLauren) Greer. Of the five children 
born to them the subject of this nptice was the third son. He 
and an elder brother who lives in Kaulman county, are the only 
members of the immediate family who survive. 

Dr. Lewis V. Greer came to Texas from Tennessee, his native 
state, in 1836, and located at San Augustine, where he followed 
the occupation of a farmer, until his death, October 3, 1887. 

Mrs. Maria B. Greer died at that place in 1866. She was a Vir- 
ginian by birth. 

Senator Greer graduated from Vanderbilt University in 1883 
with the degree of Bachelor of Sciences; taught in the sub-depart- 
ment of the university for a year; taught in the public school at 
San Augustine from September, 1884, to June, 1889; read law 
under Rufus Price, Esq., and in September, 1890, was admitted 
to tke bar at Hemphill, Texas; practiced at San Augustine until 
May, 1896, and then moved to Beaumont where he has since re- 
sided and practiced law. 

He was married at San Augustine, April 2, 1884, to Miss Mar- 
garet Eugenia Broocks, daughter of Col. John H. Broocks, wha 
commanded a regiment in the Confederate army and has long^ 
been a prominent citizen of that place. 
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They have two children: Lewis, eleven, and John, ten years 
of age. 

Senator Greer has attended various local and district Democrat- 
ic conventions, was a delegate to the state Democratic conventions 
that met in 1892 and 1894— at Houston and Dallas — and in the 
last campaign stumped the portion of the state in which he resides 
in the interest of Democracy. 

His nomination and election to the state Senate in 1896 gave 
general satisfaction throughout his district. 

He is Chairman of the Senate Committee on Federal Relations 
and a member of the following committees: Judiciary Nos. I and 
2, Finance, Public Lands, Commerce and Manufactures, Judicial 
Districts, Insurance Statistics and History, Constitutional Amend- 
ments, and Mining and Irrigation. 

He is a member of the M. E Church, South. 

He favors the passage of a general assignment law that will 
prevent preference of creditors, the passage of a fee bill, the enact- 
ment of legislation that will perfect the state's judicial system,, 
and the carrying out in good faith of all Democratic platform, 
pledges. 



HEBER STONE, 

BRENHAM, 



Senator from the Nineteenth Senatorial district, composed of 
Washington, Lee, Burleson and Bastrop counties, was bom at 
Louisburg, North Carolina, August 26, 1853. His parents, D. C. 
and Mary (Yarborough) Stone, moved from North Carolina, their 
native state, to Galveston, Texas, in I860. Mr. D. C. Stone was 
a graduate of the University of North Carolina; served for two 
years as Mayor of Galveston; was President of the Galveston 
Cotton Exchange for several terms, and was engaged in business 
as a commission merchant in that city very nearly up to the time 
of his death, which occurred at Wichita Falls, in 1883. 

Mrs. Mary Stone, a daughter ol R. F. Yarborough. of FrankH» 
county, N. C, is living with her daughter, Mrs. A. D. Childress,, 
in San Francisco, California. 

Of the six children born to Mr. D. C. and Mrs. Mary Stone,, 
three ate now living. Two are residents of Texas, viz; Senator 
Heber Stone, and D. C. Stone, President of the Commercial Na- 
tional Bank at Beeville, Texas; the third, Mrs. Mary Childress, is 
the wife of Asa D. Childress, a prominent merchant of San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 
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During boyhood' Senator Stone attended schools at Brenham 
and Galveston; thereafter completed his literary education by 
attending one session at the University of Virginia; studied law 
in the office of Gen. T, N. Waul, at Galveston; obtained license 
to practice in 1873, before he attained his majority, the court 
removing his disabilities as a minor; practiced there for a short 
time; moved to Brown wood, then a frontier town; served as 
County Attorney of Brown county in 1877, but resigned the posi- 
tion before the expiration of his term of office to devote himself 
to his private law business; moved from Brownwood to Brenham 
in 1879, where he has been engaged in commercial pursuits and 
farming, and is now President of the First National bank of that 
city. 

. He has attended county, district and state conventions; was 
Chairman of the Democratic Executive Committee of Washington 
county from 1890 to 1894; was a delegate to the National Demo- 
cratic convention that met at Chicago in 1896; was elected to the 
state Senate from the Nineteenth district in that year, and has 
always been a party worker. 

He is a member of the M. £. Church South, and Masonic 
fraternity. 

He was married in 1879, at Brenham, Washington county, 
Texas, to Miss Louise Giddings, daughter of Hon, J. D. Gid* 
dings, of that place, and has five children: J. D. Giddings, Mary, 
Heber, Albert, and Louise Tarver. 

Senator Stone is Chairman of the Committee on Finance, and 
a member of the following Senate committees: Public Lands, 
Commerce and Manufactures, Public Debt. State AfiFairs, Towns 
and City Corporations, General Land Office, and Agricultural 
Afifairs. 



D. F. GOSS, 

SEYMOUR, 



Senator from the Twenty-ninth district, (composed of forty-nine 
counties — taking in Clay, Jack and Young counties on the east 
and extending thence west and northwest to and embracing the 
entire Panhandle,) in the Twenty-third, Twenty-fourth and 
Twenty-fifth Legislatures (elected for four years in 1892 and re- 
elected in 1896,) was born in Rockwall county, Texas, April 25, 
1866. 

His father, E. Goss, moved from his native state, North Caro- 
lina, to Indiana, where he married Miss Rebecca Johns, daughter 
of Wm. Johns, of that state; moved to Texas with his family in 
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1848 and is now, at eighty years of age, living at Seymour in 
Baylor county. 

Mrs. Pebecca Goss died at Rockwall, Texas, in 1884. Senator 
D. F, Goss was the youngest of the eight children born to her. 
Only three of these children survive: They were born and reared 
in Texas and are influential and well-to-do citizens of the various 
communities in which they reside. 

Senator Goss graduated from Add Ran College, Thorp Springs, 
Texas, in the class of 1878, with the degree of Bachelor of Sciences; 
was admitted to the bar at Rockwall in 1883, and shortly there- 
after moved to Seymour, where he has since been engaged in the 
practice of his profession; in 1888 filled out an unexpired term as 
County Judge of Baylor county, and, as stated, was first elected 
to the state Senate from the district he now represents in 1892. 

In the Twenty-third Legislature he was the author of the con- 
stitutional amendment making the selection of members of the 
Railroad Commission elective instead of appointive, and was a 
warm supporter of the General School Bill that was passed to 
enactment. 

In the Twenty- fourth Legislature he was the author of two very 
important bills that became laws upon the statute books. One 
related to the sale and lease of public school lands. Its main fea- 
tures were the reduction of interest from five to three per cent 
and the price of grazing lands from two to one dollar per acre. 
The other was a bill validating locations made by purchasers in 
good faith under certificates issued by Commissioners of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to railroads for sidings and switches. 

In the Twenty fifth Legislature he has pending several bills 
that it is to be hoped will become laws. At all three sessions he 
has taken an active and prominent part in the work of legislation 
both in the committee rooms and in debates upon the floor of the 
Senate. 

He is Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands,and a mem- 
ber of the following committees: Judiciary Nos. 1 and 2, Judicial 
Districts, Education, Public Buildings and Grounds, Rules, Con- 
stitutional Amendments, Frontier Protection, Stock and Stock- 
raising. General Land Office, and Mining and Irrigation. 

Among other statutory changes that he favors is an amendment 
to the School Land Law fixing the minimum price of all school 
lands, except timbered lands, at one dollar per acre, and provid- 
ing for a reclassification of lands heretofore erroneously classified. 

Senator Goss is a member of the Christian Church. 

He was married to Miss Estelle Truscott at Thorp Springs, 
in 1879, and has six children: Lucian, Gertrude, Myrtle, 
Clara, Ephraim and Mary — the eldest seventeen years of age. 
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Senator Goss has taken an active interest in ptiblic affairs since 
coming of age, has always been a Democrat, has attended county, 
district and state conventions and has canvassed his district in 
the campaigns that have been fought in this state since 1883, car- 
rying the party colors loyally into and through the thickest of 
every contest. 



OSCAR B. COLQUITT, 

TERRBI<L, 

Senator from the Ninth Senatorial district, composed of Kauf- 
man, Navarro and Henderson counties, was born at Ca* 
milla, Mitchell covnty, Ga., December 16, 1861. His grandparents 
on his father's side, Thomas and Lizzie (Franklin) Colqtiitt, 
^ere born and married in Virginia and moved from that state to 
Georgia in the early part of the present century. His grand- 
parents on his mother's side, David N. and Aun (Short) Burk- 
halter, were natives of Georgia. 

His father, Thomas J. Colquitt and mother, nee Miss Elizabeth 
Burkhalter, daughter of David N. Burkhalter, of Buena Vista, 
Ga., were Georgians by birth, married in their native state *and 
in 1878 came to Texas, where Mrs. Elizabeth Colquitt died in 
Morris county during the following year and her husband passed 
away at Daingerfield in that county, in 1885. Seven children 
were born to them, six of whom, five sons and one daughter, are 
now living; all citizens of Texas and well established. 

Senator Colquitt began his newspaper career in 1880 as compos- 
itor on the Morris County Banner, published at Daingerfield; 
moved to Greenville during that year; in 1884 founded the Pitts- 
burg (Texas) Gazette; and in 1886 moved to Terrell, where he 
owns and edits the Times Star, one of the ablest Democratic 
papers published in the state. In 1893, he bought and thereafter 
owned a one-sixth interest in the Fort Worth Gazette. From 
1890 to 1894 he 'was President of the Board ot Managers of the 
North Texas Insane Asylum, located at Terrell; since 1888 has 
been a member of the Board of Directors of the First National Bank 
of Terrell, and since his residence there has been fully identified 
with the best interests of his town and county. 

He is a member of the M. E. Church, South, and Knights of 
Pythias fraternity. 

On the 9th dav of December. 1885, he was united in mar- 
riage at Pittsburg. Texas, to Miss Alice Murrell, daughter of 
Isaac and Rebecca Murrell, of Minden, La. They have five chil- 
dren: Rowlins N., Sidney B., Oscar B. Marv and Walter F. 
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Senator Colquitt was Chairman of the County Democratic ex- 
ecutive Committee of his county from 1890 to 1892, frjm 1892 to 
1894 was a member of the state Democratic executive com- 
mittee, has been a delegate to nearly all Democratic state convene 
tion held since 1884, and has at all times fought the battles of 
the party through the columns oi his papers and on the stump. 

He was elected to the state Senate from the Ninth district in 
1894, in the Twenty-fourth Legislature framed and pushed to 
enactment what is known as the Colquitt Delinquent Tax Law, 
and took an active part in all the important law makiag accom- 
plished. 

At the present session he is Chairman of the Committee on 
Internal Improvements, and a member of the following Senate 
Committees: Judiciary No. 2, Finance, Penitentiaries, State Asy- 
lums, State Affairs, Education, Towns and Ci^y Corporations, 
Counties and County Boundaries and Public Printing, and is 
adding largely to the reputation he already enjoyed as a man 
of high ability and citizen and legislator in lull sympathy with 
the aspirations and demands of the people. 



GEORGE D. NEAL. 

NAVASOTA, 

Senator from the Fifteenth Senatorial district, composed of 
Grimes, Madison, Montague, Leon, Walker, San Jacinto and 
Polk counties,was born at Amelia Court House, Va., Oct. 7, 1863 
His parents, Dr Thomas W and Mrs Elizabeth C. (Haskins) Neal 
came to Texas from Virginia in 1866 and settled at Washington, 
Texas, where Dr. Neal resided and practiced medicine uatil the 
time of his death in August 1884. Mrs. Neal died at that place 
in March 1873 

Senator Neal completed his education by studying a year at 
the Texas University; was for a while deputy in the county 
clerk's oflSce of Austin county; read law; was -admitted to the 
bar at Bellville, same county; in August 1878; moved to Navasota, 
Grimes county in 1881; served one term (1884-6) as county 
judge of Grimes county; declined to as^ain become a candidate 
for the oflfice; for eight years (from 1889 to 1897) was city attor- 
ney of Navasota, and in 1896 was nominated on the Democratic 
ticket and elected to the state Senate from the Fifteenth district. 
He is Chairman of the Committee on Treasurer's and Comp- 
troller's Offices and a member of Judiciary Nos. 1, and 2, Federal 
Relations, Constitutional Amendments, Internal Improvements 
and several other committees of less importance. He is a member 
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of Presbyterian church and Masonic (Royal Arch degree) Uniform 
Rank K. of P., A. O. U. W,, and Knights of Honor fraternities. 

Senator Neal has been a delegate to county, district and state 
conventions, isan active party worker, and during the campaign 
of 1896 made a telling fight in his district for Democratic prin^ 
ciples and for the party ticket, state and national. 

He was married to Miss Fannie C. Brooks at Washington, 
Texas, October 7. 1880 and has two children; Maud Ella, aged 
fourteen and Georgia Etta Neal, aged twelve years, 



CHARLES VERNON TERRELL, 

DKCATUR, 

Senator from the Thirty first Senatorial district, composed of 
Wise, Denton and Montague counties, was born in Wise county, 
Texas, May 2, 1861, the filth of eleven children born to his 
parents, Samuiel L. and Emily C. Terrell. Ten of these children 
are living, eight of whom are married and well settled in life. 

Mr. Samuel L. Terrell came to Texas in 1853; was for a time 
thereafter deputy district surveyor; alterwards engaged in the dry 
goods business; was postmaster at Decatur for fifteen or twenty 
years and died at that place in 1882. 

Mrs. Emily C. Terrell is still living and resides at Decatur. 

Charles Vernon Terrell attended the Texas Agricultural and 
Mechanical College, at toUege Station, until his father died; 
thereafter earned sufficient money to enable him to study law in 
the office of Carswell, Bullock and Fuller, at' Decatur, and was 
admitted to the bar at that place in 1886 and has since been ac- 
tively engaged in piactice there; immediately after admission to 
the bar was elected City Attorney; was re-elected in 1888 and 
upon the expiration of his second term was elected County At** 
torney of Wise county, an office that in that county involves, 
also, the discharge of the duties of District Attorney; was re^ 
elected two years later, and upon the expiration of his four years* 
service in that capacity was nominated for and elected to the 
state Senate from the Thirty first district by an overwhelming 
majority of 6,000 votes, after a spirited campaign in which he 
met the leaders of the opposition at every point. The fight that 
he led in that district was a gallant and memorable one, and Pop- 
ulism and other isms there, if not wholly dead, are in a moribund 
and hopeless condition. 

Senator Terrell has been a delegate to every state Democratic 
convention held in Texas during the past ten years. 

He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, South. 
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He was married at Decatur, Texas, August 9, 1893, to Mis? 
Etta May, daughter of A. W. May, now of Gonzales county, and 
has one child, Tully Vernon, a little boy two years of age. 

Senator Terrell is Chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and a member of the following committees: Judiciary 
No. 1, Judiciary No. 2, Federal Relations, Judicial districts, 
Education, Treasurer's and Comptroller's Offices, Counties and 
County Boundaries, and Public Printing, and is on a Conference 
committee of seven to redistrict the judicial districts of the state. 

Among other changes for the better that he favors, are such 
amendments to the present Criminal Code and Code of Criminal Pro- 
cedure as will insure the fairand speedy trial and just conviction or 
acquittal of all persons charged with crimes or misdemeanors, 
and will hereafter give no color of truth to the plea that the ex- 
ercise of mob law is necessary to the meteing out of justice to 
offenders. 



J. E. LINN 

WHARTON, 



Senator from the Seventeenth district, composed of the counties of 
Galveston, Chambers. Brazoria, Matagorda and Wharton; was 
born in Victoria, Texas, January 19, 1856 

His father, Edward Linn, born in Poughkeepsie, New York, 
an engineer and surveyor by profession, died in Travis county, 
Texas, in 1869. 

His mother, Mrs. Evaline A. Linn, now living with him at 
Wharton, came from Tennessee to Texas about the year 1850 
with her parents, John W. and M. M. Patton, long residents of 
Goliad countvi Texas. Mr. and Mrs. Edward Linn were mar- 
ried at Victoria, Texas, in 1861. Three sons and four daughters 
were born to them. Four of the seven children, viz: John 
Edward, Lula M., Henry A. and Katherine survive; all living in 
Texas. 

Senator Linn graduated from the Texas Military Institute, at 
Austin, Texas, in 1873; was for several years a clerk, first in the 
department of the Comptrollers of Public Accounts, and later in 
the General Land Ofl&ce, at Austin; resigned his desk in the 
Land Office in 1880, merchandised at Burnet from 1880 to 1885 
and then at Wharton from 1885 to 1886; read law and in 1887 was 
admitted to the bar at Wharton, where he has since been en- 
gaged in practice and been for several years past a member of the 
well-known law firm of Linn & Mitchell. 

He was county attorney of Wharton county for one term, 
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(1889-91) and at its expiration, his practice requiring his an- 
vided attention, declined re-election. 

He is a member of the Masonic and Knights of Pythias fra- 
ternities. 

He was united in marriage at Brenham, Texas, in July, 1881, 

to Miss Oriana Chaplin (a daughter of the eminent Baptist divine 

Rev. C. C. Chaplin, who died at Brenham in 1884. She died at 
Wharton, August 20, 1886, leaving him three children, all living 
viz: John E. Jr., Charles C. and Tinie Linn. 

He was married to his present wife, nee Miss Elizabeth F. 
Bolton, daughter of Chas. L. Bolton, at Coldwater, Miss, January 
7, 1894, and has two children by this marriage, viz: Norma and 
Louise Linn. 

Senator Linn has attended county, district and state Demo- 
cratic conventions during the past fifteen years and has always 
worked lor the party tickets vigorously and effectively, on the 
stump and elsewhere. 

Long a prominent citizen, lawyer and Democrat of his section, 
he was nominated for the state Senate in 1896 and elected by the 
Democracy of the Seventeenth Senatorial district by the largest 
majority ever given a Senatorial candidate from that district. He 
is Chairman of the Committee on Private Land Claims and a^ 
member of the following committees: Judiciary No 1, Com- 
merce and Manufactures, Public Debt, Education, Towns and 
City Corporations and Counties and County Boundaries. 

His drainage bill, introduced in the early days of the session, 
has been favorably reported by the committee and will doubtless 
become a law. Under this bill the commissioners' courts of the 
counties borderisg along tne Gulf coast, that may see fit to take 
advantage of its provisions, will be granted authority to cause 
the construction of drainage ditches, to extend along the public 
highways, already established, to the net work of natural 
water-courses that run through that portion of the stale and 
empty into the Gulf; the counties to defray one-half the ex- 
pense and the land-owners, (in proportion to the benefits that 
they may severally derive) defray the other half of the expense 
incurred. The country immediately bordering on the Gulf is 
level, having a fall of not exceeding twelve to eighteen inches to 
the mile, and is often, after heavy rains, flooded with water. As 
a result much of the land is cold and unproductive, though the 
soil is a rich alluvium and if properly drained would yield as much 
to the acre as the best lands of the Brazos bottoms. Then, too, 
the public roads, under present conditions often become almost 
impassable at certain points. It is believed that this measure will 
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give dry lands and good roads throtigbout the greater part of the 
coast country; solve a problem that has retarded the growth of 
that section for more than twenty years. 



JAHES M. PRESLER, 

COMANCHE, 

Senator trom the Twenty-sixth Senatorial district (Erath, Co- 
manche, Brown, Coleman, Runnels, Concho, McCulloch, San 
Saba and Mills counties); elected on the Democratic ticket in 
1892 to the Twenty 'third, and re dected in 1894 to the Twenty- 
fourth and Twenty fifth Legislatures; was born in Washington 
county, Texas, September 23, 1856. 

His father, James M. Presler, a retired merchant, is living at 
Comanche. 

His mother, Mrs. Corcelia (Wooldridge) Presler, died in Wash- 
ington county in 1857. 

Senator Presler completed his literary education at the Agri- 
cultural and Mechanical College, at College Station, Texas; after 
leaving that institution farmed until 1883; read law and in 1885 
was admitted to the bar at Brenham, and shortly thereafter 
moved to Comanche where he has since practiced his profession. 

He was married at Travis, Austin county, Texas, November 
28, 1878, to Miss Alice Campbell, daughter of the late Rev. Cyrus 
Campbell, and has two children. Bird e and Mary Presler. 

He is a member' of the M. E. Church, South, and Masonic and 
Knights of Pythias fraternities. 

He was Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed Bills in the 
Senate of the Twenty-third Le8:islature; of the Committee on 
Education in the Senate of the Twenty-fourth Legislature and is 
Chairman of the latter committee at the present session. He is 
a member of the following committees: Judiciary No. 1, being 
the second member on that committee, Finance, Public Lands, 
Military Affairs, Internal Improvement, Private Land Claims, 
Counties and County Boundaries, and Frontier Protection. 

Senator Pressler represented the Twenty-ninth Senatorial dis- 
trict on the state Democratic executive committee from 1888 to 
1892, has been a delegate to all local Democratic conventions in 
the district in which he resides and state Democratic conventions 
Held in Texas since 1885, has stumped his section in many cam- 
paigns and has always been an earnest, active and effective Demo- 
cratic worker. A ripe and well rounded lawyer, graceful and 
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logical speaker, a just and clear thicker, and experienced in the 
work of law-making, he will leave the impress of his influence 
as deeply upon the legislation of the present session, as he did 
upon that of former sessions of which he has been a member. 



ROBT. N. STAFFORD, 

MINEOI.A, 

Senator from the Seventh Senatorial district, composed of 
Smith, Wood, Raines, Van Zandt, Gregg and Upshur counties, 
was born in Upson county, Ga., November 6, 1856. 

He was the second oi lour sons bom to James H. and Martha 
S. (Moreland) Sta£ford. His father died at Covington, Ga., in 
1879, and his mother at Mineola, Texas, in 1892. ' Of his brothers 
(graduate, like himself of Emory College, Oxford, Ga..) Revs. 
Jamer A. and Isaac T. Stafiord are prominent ministers of the 
M. £. Church, South, and Benjamin A. Stafford, a leading 
teacher in this state , 

Senator Stafford graduated from Emory College in the class of 
1876 with the degree of Bachelor of Arts; moved to Texas in the 
fall of that year; taught school in Cass county in 1877, and in 
Titus county in 1878; read law, and in the spring of 1879 was ad- 
mitted to the bar in Wood county, dnd has since been actively en- 
gaged in practice at Mineola, where he is at present a member of 
the law firm of Giles, Stafford & Harris. 

He was County Attorney of Wood county from 1880 to 1882, 
District Attorney of the Tyler district from 1884 to 1888, inclu- 
sive, and in 1894 was elected to the State Senate from the Seventh 
Senatorial district 

In the Twenty-fourth Legislature he was Chairman of the 
committee on Private Land Claims, and a member of the follow* 
ing committees: Judiciary No. 1, Judicial Districts, Penitentia- 
ries, Towns and City Corporations, Public Lands, Federal Rela 
tions, Privileges and Elections, General Land Office, and Rules, 
and at the present session is Chairman of Judiciary Committee 
No. 2, and a member of the following Senate Committees: Public 
Lands, Judicial Districts, State Affairs, Treasurer's and Comp- 
troller's Offices, and Private Land Claims. 

He was married to Miss Ella Read, daughter of Judge R. N. 
Read, of Mineola, December 20, 1882 and has four children: 
Moreland Read, Chilton Finley, Maud and Robert N. 

Senator Stafford is a member of the M E. Church, South, and 
Masonic and Knights of Pythias fraternities. 

He has attended county, district and congressional conven- 
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tions, and all State Democratic conventions, held since 1880; 
was a delegate to the national Democratic convention held at 
Chicago in 1892, and has, besides thoroughly canvassing his im 
mediate district, delivered speeches in many other counties of 
the state during various campaigns in the interest of De- 
mocracy. He was confined at his home by sickness until one 
month after the opening of the Twenty-fifth Legislature; but, 
on entering the Senate, was an earnest, active, supporter of all 
administration measures. 

At the present session he favors all the platform demands of 
the Democratic party and has introduced several important bills 
in compliance therewith. 



PERRY J. LEWIS, 

SAN ANTONIO. 

The distinguished Senator from the Twenty- fourth Senatorial 
district, composed of Bexar, Bandera, Kendall, Kerr, Gillespie 
and Medina counties, was born at Mason, Mason county, Texas, 
December 7, 1864. 

His parents,. W. C. and Celea (Peters) Lewis, have for many 
years past been residents of San Antonio. His mother's family 
came from Louisiana during the days of the Texas Republic and 
settled in Lamar county near the site of the present town of Paris. 
His father came to Texas from Maryland in 1851, was a soldier 
in the Confederate army during the war between the states, and 
during the greater part of his life has been engaged in stock 
raising. 

Senator Lewis acquired a good literary education in the common 
schools of Texas, graduated from the law department of Washing- 
ton University, St. Louis, Mo , in 1883, and in 1883 was admitted 
to the bar at San Antonio; since which time he has been actively 
engaged in practice. His rise in his profession was rapid. He 
has been counsel in many leading cases, has met and measured 
forensic steel with some of the best lawyeis who adorn the bar of 
Texas and for some years has ranked among the eminent lawyers 
of Western Texas. 

He was married at Fort Worth, Texas, November 6, 1895, to 
Miss Margaret Hall Wilson, daughter of Col. T. D. Wilson, ot 
Brvan, Texas. They have one child, little Carrie Eaton Lewis. 

Senator Lewis has always been an active, working Democrat, 
has attended county, district, congressional and state Democratic 
conventions, and in 1892 was elected and in 1896 re-elected to the 
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state Senate from the Senatorial district that he now has the 
honor to represent. 

He is Chairman of Judiciary Committee No. 1, and a member 
of the following committees: Federal Relations, Public Lands, 
Penitentiaries, Judicial Districts, and Rules; and is taking a 
notable part in the important legislation of the present session, as 
he did, also, in those of the Twenty- third and Twenty-fourth 
Legislatures that preceded it. 

If he had done nothing more, the splendid service that he ren- 
dered in the campaign of 1896 should endear him to the Democracy 
of Texas and give him a place in its galaxy of bright particular 
stars. 



JAMES ANDREW BEAIX, 

WAXAHACHIE, 

Senator from the Tenth Senatorial district, composed of Ellis, 
Hill and Johnson counties, was bom in Ellis county on the 25th 
day of October, 1866, the seventh of eight children born to his 
parents, Richard and Adelaide (Pierce) Beall. 

His father and mother are natives of Kentucky, came to Texas 
respectively in the years 1850 and 1855, and now reside near 
Mountain Peak, in Ellis county, where Mr. Richard Beall is 
engaged in farming. Of their children only three survive: Rich- 
ard J. Beall, Mrs. Emma GriflSn, wife of E. H. GriflSn, and Hon. 
James A. Beall, all living at Waxahachie. 

Senator Beall took a two and a half years academic course at 
the Texas University and then entered the law department of that 
institution, from which he graduated in the class of 1890. 

Since leaving the university he has been successfully engaged 
in the practice of his profession at Waxahachie. 

He was a delegate to the state Democratic conventions of 1890 
and 1894; has attended all county, district and congres- 
sional conventions held in the county and districts in which he 
resides since 1892, and since that year has stumped that portion 
of the state in every campaign and met the opposition to Democ- 
racy wherever it has showed its head. 

He was elected to the House of Representatives from Ellis 
county in 1892; served with marked distinction at the special 
session of the Twenty-second Legislature; was re-elected to the 
House of the Twenty- third Legislature, added materially to the 
reputation he had won at the previous session, and was subse- 
quently elected to the Senate of the Twenty-fourth and Twenty- 
fifth Legislatures. He is Chairman of the Committees on State 
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Affairs and Rules, and a member of Judiciary No. 1, Judiciary 
No. 2, Education, Finance, Judicial Districts and other committees. 

Senator Beall is a member of the M. E. Church, South, and Elks 
fraternity. 

As a result of bills that he introduced and pushed to enactment 
in the Twenty-fourth legislature the expense of maintaining the 
state's judicial system has been lessened more than $75,000 per 
annum. He favors a still further reduction in that direction 
along the lines indicated by his measures. 

He earnestly desires the enactment of an assignment law pre-- 
venting insolvent debtors from giving unjust preference to credi- 
tors, and the passage ot such laws as may be found necessary to 
the full redemption of all pledges made by the Democratic party 
through its state platform in 1896. 

While feeling an interest in and performing his full share in 
the work incident to general legislation, he is giving particular 
attention at this session to bills relating to public instruction, and 
favors the granting of appropriations sufficient for the proper 
maintenance of the various higher educational institutions of the 
state. 



HENRY A, TILLETT, 

ABILKNB, 

Senator from the Twenty eighth Senatorial district, was born 
at Pittsboro, N. C, May 28, 1860. He was educated at Bingham 
School, N. C , and the University of North Carolina; taught 
school for two and a half years at Princeton, Ark., and eighteen 
months at Sherman, Texas; read law and in 1883 was admitted 
to the bar at Sherman, and then moved to Abilene, in Taylor 
county, where he has since resided, engaged in the practice of his 
profession. 

He was married in Dallas county. Ark., June 11, 1885, to Miss 
Mary B. Smith, and has four children: Smith James, Nettie 
Laura, Mamie Augusta and Henry A., Jr. 

Senator Tillett is a member of theM. E. Church, South, and 
Democratic party. 

He was elected to the Senate in 1896 and is Chairman of the 
Committees on Public Printing and Frontier Protection, and a 
member of Judiciary No. 1, Public Lands, Penitentiaries, State 
Asylums, Judicial Districts, Privileges and Elections, Constitu- 
tional Amendments, Stock and Stockraising, and Mining and 
Irrigation Committees. 
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J. E. YANTIS. 

WACO, 

Senator from the Eleventh Senatorial district, composed of 
McLennan, Falls and Milam counties, was born in Columbus, 
Ky., April 3, 1865; graduated from the Sam Houston Normal 
School, at Huntsville, Texas, in 1883; was admitted to the bar at 
McKinney, Texas, in February, 1888; practiced at Sweetwater 
this State, until January, 1894, and then moved to Waco, where 
he has since resided and now enjoys an extensive practice. He is 
a member of the Democratic party and Knights of Pythias frater* 
nity. He is Chairman of the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions and a member of the following Senate committees: Ju- 
diciary Nos. 1 and 2, Commerce and Manufactures, Judicial Dis- 
tricts, Towns and City Corporations, Rules, Constitutional 
Amendments, Counties and County Boundaries, General Land 
OflSce, Mining and Irrigation, Internal Improvements, and Agri- 
cultural Affairs 



JOHN A, WAYLAND. 

CAI.VERT. 

Formerly merchant, now farmer, was born in Virginia. Soldier 
in Confederate army during the war between the States, first in 
the infantry, and afterwards in the artillery. Moved to Texas in 
1858. Member of the Episcopal church, and Masonic, I. O. O. F. 
and Knights of Pythias fraternities. Served in the House of 
Representatives of the Twenty-iourth Legislature. Elected to the 
state Senate in 1896 from the Twelfth district. Chairman of 
Committee on Public Debt, and member of the committees on 
Finance, Penitentiaries, Commerce and Manufactures, State Asy- 
lums, State Affairs, Treasurer's and Comptroller's Officers, Stock 
and Stockraising, Contingent Expenses, Internal Improvements, 
and Agricultural Affairs. 



WILLIAM D. YETT, M. D., 

MARBLE PALLS, 

Democratic Senator from the Twentieth district composed of 
Travis, Williamson and Burnet counties, was born in Burnet 
county, Texas, February 24, 1854; he is a graduate from the 
Texas Medical College and Medical Department of Vanderbilt 
UniverJsity, and for years past a leading practitioner of Marble 
Falls, Texas. 
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He was married at Rockvale, Texas, October 17, 1888, to Miss 
Ellen Francis, daughter of J. 1,. and Sarah M. Francis, of Marble 
Falls, and has three children: Richard Reid, Alma and I^ois. 

Senator Yett is a member of the M. E. Church, South. 

He has always been a Democrat. He is Chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds and a member of the follow- 
ing Senate committees: Commerce and Manufactures, State Asy- 
lums, Finance, Penitentiaries, Towns and City Corporations, En- 
rolled Bills, Public Health, General Land Office, and Military 
Affairs. 



B. F. ROGERS, 

PALESTINE. 



Farmer, stockraiser and ginner; born in Missiissippi, December 
9, 1847; Senator from the Thirteenth district; Chairman of the 
Committees on Agricultural Affairs and Enrolled Bills, and mem- 
ber of the following Senate committees: Judiciary No. 1, 
State Affairs, Labor, Roads and Bridges, Finance, 
Public Lands Education, Penitentiaries Public Buildings 
and Grounds, Stock and Stockraising, ;Contingent Ex- 
penses, and Internal Improvements, in the Twenty -fifth Legisla- 
ture; served as a member of the lower House of the Twenty-second 
and Twenty- third Legislatures, and was elected to his present 
position in 1894. Came to Texas from Mississippi with his 
parents in 1849. Was married to Mrs. C. J. Rodgers. October 13th, 
1876. For years member of the Farmers* Alliance. Democrat. . 



WILLIAM J. BAILEY, 

FORT WORTH, 

Senator from the Thirteenth Senatorial district, composed of 
Hood, Parker, Somerville and Tarrant counties, was reared at 
Mulberry, Lincoln county, Tennessee. His father, Cullen Bailey, 
still lives at that place' His mother, who was Miss Holman, 
died in his infancy. He is a graduate of the Uaiversity of Ten- 
nessee and attended the law school a: Lebanon, where he grad- 
uated with honor in June, 1882. In the fall of the same year he 
came to Fort Worth, Texas, where he has ever since lived. He is 
a stenographer of first class ability, and represented the old Dallas 
Herald, the San Antonio Express, and the Fort Worth Gazette in 
the House of Representatives of the Eighteenth Legislature. 

In 1884 he was offerred and accepted a position as assistant in 
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the Attorney General's Oflfice by Hon. Jno. D. Templeton, and 
was in that office for two years, at the expiration of which time he 
resigned and returned to Fort Worth to the practice of his piofes- 
sion. He is now a member of the well known law firm of Wil- 
liams & Bailey; is devoted to his profession, an indefatigable 
worker, and one of the ablest members of the Senate. 

He married in June, 1887, Miss Stella Wooten, daughter of Dr. 
Thos. D. Wooten, of Austin, Texas, and they have twin boys: 
Thos. Wooten, and William Cullen, nine years old. He was a 
member of the Senate of the Twenty-fourth I^egislature and has 
made for himself a reputation as a conservative Democrat and 
progressive representative of a first class constituency. He is a 
good talker, and possesses, in a marked degree, that charm of 
manner that characterizes the popular man. His term in the 
Senate expires with the Twenty- fifth Legislature. 

He is Chairman of the Committee on Towns and City Corpora- 
tions, and a member of the following committees. Judiciary Nos. 
1 and 2, Finance, Commerce and Manufactures, Judicial Districts, 
General Land Office, Military afiairs, and Internal Improvements. 



J, L. DARWIN. 

I^AKE CREEK. 



Farmer; Populist; Senator from the Second Senatorial district 
in the Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth Legislatures; was born 
near Rhea Springs (now Spring City), Rhea county, Tennessee, 
February 10, 1853, and came to Texas in 1874 and located in 
Delta county where he has since resided. He is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, Farmers' Alliance, and the following Senate 
committees: Public Lands, Penitentiaries, Privileges and Elec^ 
tions. Public Health, and Agricultural Affairs. 



WILLIAH L. HARRISON, 

TROY. 

Born in Lauderdale county, Ala., November 5, 1831. Served 
in Confederate Army. Came to Texas in 1869. Until 1876 prac- 
ticing physician and surgeon; since 1877 minister of Christian 
church. Member Masonic and I. O O. F. fraternities and 
Peoples Party. Elected to state Senate in 1894 from the Twenty- 
seventh district, composed of Bell, Lampasas, Hamilton, Bosque 
and Coryell counties. Served in the Twenty-fourth Legislature, 
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regular and called sessions. In the Twenty-fifth Legislature is a 
member of the committees on Federal Relations, State Asylums; 
Insurance, Statistics and History, Public Health, Counties and 
County Boundaries, Frontier Protection, Claims and Accounts, 
Agricultural Affairs, and Labor. Has been twice married. Six 
children were born to him by his first marriage and four have 
been born by his second, several of them now grown and well 
settled in life. 



XLhc IDouse. 



I.. T. DASHIELL, 

SPEAKBR OF THB HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Was born at Chappell Hill, Texas, Aprill 30, 1869, the young- 
est of eight children, (five of whom survive) born to Benjamin 
D. and Julia A. Dashiell. 

Mr. Benj. D. Dashiell,cametoTexasin 1837,from Maryland, his 
native state, and ultimately located at Brenham where he died in 
1882. Mrs. Julia A. Dashiell is a daughter of L.D. Travers, of Dor- 
chester county, Maryland. She is now living at Jewett, Texas. 
The subject of this notice attended the Texas University from 
1886 to 1890 and was commencement orator of the Rusk Literary 
society in 1889; after leaving the University was for several months 
connected with the State Geological Survey; read law and in 1891 
was admitted to the bar at Centerville, Texas, since which time 
he has been actively engaged in practice at Jewett; was appointed 
county attorney of Leon county in January 1892 and served until 
November of that year when he was elected to the Tweniy-third 
Legislature from the counties of Leon and Madison, by a ma- 
jority of 1100 votes; was unanimously renominated in 1894 and 
re- elected to the Twenty-fourth Legislature; was Chairman of the 
Committee on Education, administration leader upon the floor of 
the House, and placed Horace Chilton in nomination for the 
United States Senate, in that body; was unanimously nominated 
for Floater by the Democracy ot the Sixty-fourth district, com- 
posed of Limestone, Robertson. Leon and Madison counties, in 
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1896, stumped the state for the Democratic ticket (delivering 
more than sixty- speeches at various points) and was elected to the 
Twenty-fifth Legislature by a majority of more than 3000 votes, 
and upon the assembling of the Legislature was elected Speaker 
of the House, without opposition, a position that he is filling 
with dignity and ability. 

He has attended various county, district, and state Democratic 
conventions; was a member of the committee that drafted the 
state Democratic platform at the state convention held at Fort 
Worth in 1896, and during the same year, as a delegate from the 
First Congressional district to the National Democratic conven- 
tion, voted for and helped to nominate Hon. W. J. Bryan for the 
Presidency of the United States. 

Mr. Dashiell is the youngest man ever chosen Speaker of the 
Texas House of Representatives, and the only one, perhaps, ever 
elected to that position without opposition. 

As a chaste, magnetic and trenchant orator, he has tew equals, 
and it is to be doubted if a single superior in Texas, or for that 
matter in the South. Not only is he a consumate master of the 
use of diction and possessed of a strong and well modulated voice 
anid inspiring presence, but he has the learning and the thinking 
mind necessary to the man who would command, rather than 
serve as the slave of Fortune. 

All things are possible to him, and if life is spared him, he will 
be heard from in the future, a future that is to be the harvest time 
of the able and the brave. 



JAriES T. SLUDER, 

WACO, 

Represf'ntative from the Sixty-sixth district, McLennan 
county, was born at Pikeville, Bledsoe county, Tennessee, Feb^ 
ruary 10, 1864/one of a lare:e family of children born to James 
A. and Elizabeth (Frazer) Siuder; earned money to attend school 
and take the prescribed course at Burrett College, Spencer, 
Tenn.; graduated in 1886; taught school in Tennessee for one year 
after leaving college; moved to Texas in 1887 and taught school for 
three years thereafter in McLennan county, reading law at leisure 
moments during the last year of that time; entered the law de- 
partnientof Cumberland (Tenn.,) University: graduated there- 
from in January 1891; returned to McLennan county, and in 
March was admitted to the bar at Waco, where he has since been 
actively and successfully engaged in the practice of his profes- 
sion. He is a member of the following House committees: Ju^ 
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diciary No. 1, Public Baildings and Grounds, Public Debt, Ju- 
dicial Districts and Towns and City Corporations. 

Mr. Sluder has always been a Democrat and party worker. 
During the campaign of 1896 he delivered over thirty speeches 
at various points and contributed his full part toward the sweep- 
ing victory won by true Democracy in Central Texas. 



JOHN H. BAILEY, 

CUERO. 

Representative from the Eighty-second district, Goliad and 
DeWitt counties, was born at Hilda, Sussex county, Virginia, 
September, 24, 1865, the first of five children born to Luther R. 
and Mary E. Bailey, of Petersburg, Virginia. 

Luther R. Bailey was born in Petersburg, and has for years 
been one of the leading lawyers of that city. 

After laying the ground work for an excellent literary educa- 
tion at EUerslie Academy and Charlottesville Episcopal High 
School, the subject of this notice entered the University of Vir- 
ginia to fit himself for the bar; completed the course of that in^ 
stitution of learning in 1887, and shortly thereafter moved to 
Texas where he taught school and practiced law at Flatonia until 
1889, in which year he located at Cuero where he has since been 
actively engaged in the practice of his profession and now ranks 
among the ablest lawyers of the Southwest Texas bar. 

He has been a delega'e to every Democratic state conventiod 
held in Texas since 1889, has stumped his district many times, 
and has done considerable speech-«making in the interest of his 
party in other portions of the state. 

He was elected to and served in the Twenty-fourth Legisla- 
ture with distinction, and in 1896 was r.e- elected from the Eighty- 
second district to the Twenty-fifth Legislature, in which body he 
is ' Chairman of Judiciary No 2, and a member of the fol- 
lowing House committees: Constitutional Amendments and Fed- 
eral Relations 

Mr. Bailey is a member of the Catholic church. Kappa Alpha 
Society, and Masonic and Maccabees of the World fraternities. 
Of a manly and couras;eous spirit, a cogent reasoner, combining 
the qualities of sledge-hammer and rapier in debate, true to his 
country and friends, and a firm suppor er on the floor of the 
House of the platform pledges of the state Democracy, he has 
earned the confidence and respect of his colleagues and deserves 
the approval of his constituents and the people of Texa««. He 
has, to use a cant expression, shown his hand fully at this ses- 
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session. The part he took in one incident of the session— the 
defense of a noble, chivalrous man, whose character the vile 
tongue of villainy sought unavailingly to besmirch — was sufficient 
to win for him the lasting respect of the writer of this notice, as 
it did the geuerous applause of his colleagues — men in whose 
veins yet runs rich and ruddy the blood of the indomitable, con- 
quering Norman and the sturdy and justice-loving Saxon. He 
will do to tie to. The people would do well in these times to put 
such men on guard. 



JAMES L. CRAWFORD, 

BRIDGEPORT. 

Representative from the Eleventh district. Wise county, was 
born in East Teonesssee, on the seventh day of July, 1849. 

His parents, Thomas and Amanda (Gate) Crawford, boih now 
deceased, were the parents of seven children, five sons and two 
daughters, viz: William H., Thomas J., and JohnB., killed 
during the late war whi e serving as soldiers in the Federal 
army, Augustus P. F., deceased, James L., Nancy C, now Mrs. 
Stanfield, and Amanda P., now Mrs. SuUins. 

His father was a Baf>tist minister, moved to Arkansas with his 
family, and died in that state at about fitty years of age. 

The subject of this notice, being the oldest of the boys, lived 
with his mother on a farm in Missouri; came to Texas in 1872; 
found employment for several months as foreman of 
an overland transporta ion train from the termius of 
the M, K. & T. Ry., to government posts in the west; re- 
turned to Missouri; carae to Texas again in 1873 and engae:ed in 
farming; in 1875 married Miss Alice Walker in Denton, Texas, 
and in 1877 moved to Wise county, where he now resides and owns 
farming and stockraising interests. His mother died at Bridge- 
port, April 9, 1896, Nine children have been born to him, viz: 
Oran C, deceased, Claudius, deceased, William CliflFord, Charles 
Thurman, Ima, Clyde, Myrtle, Grover, deceased, and Walter L. 
He has served as county commissioner, of Wise county, was post- 
master at Bridgeport during Cleveland's first term and under the 
Harrison administration; held the office of notary public for six 
years; has been precinct chairman lor his party nearly ever since 
be has residtd in Wise county; has attended county, district and 
state Democratic conventions, has always been a Democratic 
worker, in the late campaign delivered sixty speeches in joint 
debate with his Populist opponent, Sam T. Foster, and, although 
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Mr. Foster had been a membei of the Twenty-fourth Legislature, 
defeated him by a majority of 1200 votes. 

Mr. Crawford is a membir of the following House committee <i: 
Private Land Claims, Public Lands and Land Office, County 
Government and County Finance, Penitentiaries, and Stock and 
Stock Raising; favors the fee bill now before the House, giving 
salaries instead of fees to county officials, and the changes pro- 
posed in the assignment law preventing unjust preference of 
creditors and has introduced and now has pending a bill prohib- 
iting persons, firms or corporations fiom emoloying children 
under fourteen years of age during the terms of the public free 
schools. 

He is a member of the Baptist church and Masonic, I O. O. F. 
and Woodmen of the World fraternities, and a capable and faith- 
ful representative. 



JOHN WARREN LOVE, 

PARIS, 

Lawyer by profession and Representative from the Sixth dis- 
trict, Lamar county, was born in Henry county, Tennessee, June 
24, 1864, and is a son of Thomas W. and Virginia Love of that 
state. 

His father is a Tennessee farmer, has filled various positions of 
trust and for the past eleven or twelve years has been justice of 
the peace for the precinct in which he resides 

His great grandfather. Thomas W. Love was a member of the 
House of Representatives of North Carolina for thirty-three con- 
secutive years and also served one term as a Senator in the Legis- 
lature of Tennessee- 

His grandfather, John D. Love was likewise a member of the 
Senate of Tennessee. 

Mr. Love acquirred an excellent education, taueht school for a 
time, clerked in a dry goods store, came to Texas in 1893, com- 
pleted his preparatory law studies, was admitted to the bir at the 
spring term of the district court in Lamar county; for the past two 
years has been successfully engaged ia the practice of his pnifes- 
sion at Paris and in 1896 was nominated by the Democracy and 
elected to the House of Representatives of the Twenty- fifth 
Leccislature. He is a member of the following House committees: 
Judiciary No. 2, State Affairs. Judicial District, Military Affairs 
and County Government and County Finance. 

He has worked with might and main and made speeches in the 
defense of Democratic principles and nominees in every campaign 
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since he was eighteen years of age; was a member of the state 
convention of Tennessee that nominated the famous Bob Taylor 
for Governor, and since coming to Texas has been a delegate to 
the county conventions held in Lamar county. Deeply imbued 
with the principles of Democracy, a brilliant and rising young 
lawyer and animated by a sincere devotion to his country, a use- 
ful and distinguished career may safely be predicted for him in 
the state of his adoption. Texas will welcome many more such 
men with open arms, and honors proportioned to their merits. 



F. W. SEABURY, 

RIO GRAND CITY. 

One of the leading members of the House of Representatives of 
the Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fitth Legislatures of Texas, was 
born at Norfolk, Va., May 10, 1868, and, is a son of W. H. and 
Martha (Hicks) ^eabury, connected by lineage and marriage with 
some of the best families of the Old Dominion. 

The family in this country traces its descent from Capt. Joseph 
Seabury, one of the first settlers of Plymouth, Mass. A distant 
relative. Rev. Samuel Seabury, was the fiist Episcopal Bishop of 
America. The grandfather of Mr. Seabury, also F. W. Seabury 
by name, moved to Virginia in the early thirties, reared a large 
family and resided there until the time of his death. His son , 
W. H. Seabury, father of the subject of this notice, served 
throughout the war of 1861-6 in the signal corps of the Confeder- 
ate army. 

F. W. Seabury received the advantaj;es of good local schools, 
attended Norfolk Academy and after leaving that institution 
entered the University ot Virginia Irom which he graduated in 
1888. After leaving the university he taught for one year in the 
family of Dr. Shiiley Carter, of Leesburg, Va., as private tutor, 
was then for one year a teacher at Culpepper Academy, and in 
1890 moved to Texas and located at Brownsville, where he entered 
upon the study of law in the office of James D. Wells, was admit- 
ted to the bar in 1891 and was actively engaged in practice until 
1896, when he moved to Rio Grande City, and became a member 
of the well known liw firm of Monroe & Seabury, which is 
engaged upon one side or the other of nearly every important case 
in that section of the state. 

Among other positions filled by Mr. Seabury, he was elected 
and served at various times as City Attorney of Browiisville, 
County Attorney of Starr county and member of the Board of 
School Examiners of Starr county. ^ 

Mr. Seabury has been a delegate to all loc 1 and district 
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Democratic conventions held in recent years in the section in 
which he resides; was a delegate to the convention held at Corpus 
Christi in 1896 that nominated Hon. Rudolph Kleberg for con^ 
gress; has written political articles for the press in Spanish and 
English and spoken from the stump during several campaigns in 
the interest of Democracy and Democratic standard bearers. 

He was nominated by the Democratic ccmvention held at 
Hidalgo, Texas, in 1894, for Representative from the Eighty-fifth 
district, composed of Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr and Zapata coun- 
ties, aod elected at the polls in November following by a majority 
of 3800 votes, out of a total of 6,100 votes cast at the election. 

In the Twenty-fourth Legislature he was a member of Judiciarj*' 
No. 1 and other important committees, and helped to expedite 
the work of legislation by securing the passage of an amendment 
to the House rules limiting speeches to ten minutes instead of half 
an hour, the time specified by the rules prior to their amendment. 

At the present session he is Chairman of the Committee on 
Mining and Minerals, and a member of the following committees: 
Judiciary No. 1, Privileges and Elections, Enrolled Bills, and 
Judicial Districts. 

He has introduced a bill regulating and providing for the effec*- 
ual foreclosure of liens; a bill providing for official stenographers 
for district courts; and a bill prohibiting the recording of instru^ 
ments in a foreign language, unless accompanied by a sworn 
translation thereof, both to be recorded and the translation to 
operate as constructive notice to creditors and subsequent 
purchasers. 

Mr. Seabury favors the withdrawal of large cities from the jur- 
isdiction of district courts, as now constituted, and the creation of 
local corporation courts in lieu thereof; and also strongly favors 
abolishing the convict lease system and the employment of state 
convicts on state tarms. He is a broad-minded man, thoroughly 
well equipped lor the patriotic and efficient discharge of the im- 
portant duties incident to law-making for a great and growing 
state, and will return to his constituents with a record that will 
merit their approval. 

He is a member of the Episcopal church. 



WILLIAM T. MELTON, 

PAINT ROCK, 

Representative from the Ninety^fourth district, composed of 
Concho, McCuUoch, San Saba and Mills counties, was born at his 
father's farm near Lourina, Randolph county, Alabama, on the 
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11th day of July, 1843. His father, David C. Melton, of English de- 
scent, was born in South Carolina, and in 1841 married in Alabama 
Miss Mary Berryhill, of Scotch Irish and one eighth Creek Indian 
lineag^e, who bore him ten children: W. T., Martha A. (now Mrs, 
Wright), Robert (deceased). Rebecca (deceased), Samantha F (now 
Mrs Elliott), JohnC (deceased). Mary (Mrs. Cardwell, deceased), 
Kate (now Mrs. Champion), Missouri P (now Mrs. Hamilton), 
Minnie B. (now Mrs. Rosson), and Alfonzo; moved to Denton 
county, Texas, in 1877, and died at Paint Rock, Concho county, 
this state in 1888; his wife dying in Denton county eight years 
later. 

The subject of this notice, Hon. William T. Melton, acquired 
the rudiments of a good English education at I^ourina Academy, 
Ala.; at thirteen entered a printing office and during the next 
three years served an apprenticeship at the printer's trade; after 
becoming a journeyman, clerked for twj years and then in 1861, 
at eighteen years of age, enlisted in the Confederate army as a 
private soldier in Company K., Fourteenth Alabama, which was 
sent to Virginia, and, as a part of Wilcox*s Alabama brigade, 
Anderson's division, Longstreet's corps, took part in most of the 
principal engagements fought by Lee's army up to the time of its 
surrender at Appomatox Court House, on the 9th day of April, 1865. 

Upon returning home to Lourina, he was married in November, 
1865, to Miss Missouri F. Barron, daughter of John D Barron, a 
representative of one of the distinguished families of Alabama; 
moved to Texas in 1866; farmed in Milam and Bell counties for 
lour years; established the Lampasas Dispatch in 1870; sold the 
paper in 1873; shortly thereafter established the San Saba News; 
and in 1879 sold thai paper and moved to Concho county, where 
he engaged in the sheep business and has since resided 

He was elected Snerifif and Tax Collector of Concho county in 
1882 and filled that office by continuous re-elections until 1890, 
and then declined re-election and embarked in the real estate and 
live stock busifaess in which he is still engaged. 

He has attended county, district and state Democratic conven- 
tions; in the late campaign was in favor of the free coinage of silver, 
and lias ever been a Democrat and worked zealously for the party. 

He has been a member of the M E. Church, South, for the 
past thirty one years and for years has been a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, in which order he holds the Knight Templar 
degree. 

Eight children have been born to him, viz: Carrie J., deceased, 

Cora B., now Mrs. Cross; Willie A., now Mrs. Vaughn; Lula 

M., now Mrs. Vaughn; Mamie F., Kate, deceased; W. T. Jr.; and 

Thornton L. 

He is a member of the following House committees: Revenue 
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and Taxation, Stock and Stockraising, Counties and County 
Boundaries, Agriculture and Irrigation. 

Mr. Melton fiyors all legislation designed to improve the moral 
condition of the people, develop the public free school system and 
promote the prosperity of Texas. 



FRANK LOTTO, 

NSW ULM. 



Lawyer and notary public, Representative from the Forty- 
second district, Austin county, was born in Bartenstein, Germany, 
March 28, 1863; was educated at the College of Bartenstein; 
came to the United States in 1883; worked as a farm hand ior 
several years; began to teach school in Colorado county. Texas, 
in 1887; studied law when not engaged in the i^chool room; was 
admitted to the bar in 1891 and shortly thereafter moved to New 
Ulm in Austin county, where iie tauglt school and is now practic- 
ing his chosen profession. 

His parents were J. and Chailotte Lotto. His mother is dead. 
His father is still living at the old home in Germany. 

Mr. Lotto has attended county conventions in Colorado and 
Austin counties; was a delegate to the congressional convention 
held at Hallettsville in 1894; has been a vigorous worker for 
Democratic success and in the late campaign was elected to the 
Twenty fifth Legislature. He is a member of the following 
House committees: Education, Labor, Insurance, Statistics and 
History, and Military Affairs. 

He Has introduced a b 11 at the present session regulating ex^ 
amination of teachers, granting to those who have taught success- 
fully for a period of ten years permanent certificates enti'ling them 
to teach in the counties in s^hich they reside, and amending the 
present school law in several other important particulars. 

He has also introduced a bill requiring vendors' lien notes to be 
recorded as now provide i for chattel mortgages and making it 
obligatory upon the holders of such notes to pay taxes thereon 
and relieving the holders of the land from the burden of paying 
taxes to the amount of such notes 

Mr. Lotto is a member of the I. O. O. F. fraternity. 

Even in Germany he imbibed a love for a Republican form of 
government; is a great admirer of Thomas Jefferson and his politi 
cal teachings and upon coming to America allied himself to the 
Democratic party. He is a ripe scholar, polished gentleman and 
fine illustration of the truth of the assertion that many of those 
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who cro?s the seas to become citizens ot the United States are 
men, hke our forefathers, fitted only to breathe the air of freedom, 
indpmitable in spirit, capable of overcoming all obstacles and 
thoroughly to be trusted in the development of our institutions. 



JOSEPH F. RANDOLPH, 

MADISONVII,!.^, 

Was bom in Madison county, Texas, on St. Patrick's day, 
March 17, 1857; attended country schools, and graduated from 
Baylor University in 1877. His parents were Manseland Frances 
Adeline Randolph. He was left an orphan at five years of age, his 
parents dying within ten days of one another. He educated 
himself from his own earnings. His father was an officer in the 
Confederate army and was relieved from active service in the field 
on account of sickness from which he afterwards died. A 
younger brother died in 1885 while county attorney of Walker 
county, Texas. Another younger brother is living at Quanah, 
Texas, engaged in farming. 

Mr. Randolph is related by lineage to the famous John Ran- 
dolph of Roanoke. He studied law and was admitted to the bar 
in 1879, since which time he has been actively and successfully 
engaged in the practice of his profession at Madisonville in this 
state. He was elected county attorney of Madison cc unty for 
three successive terms, resigned the office during his third term, 
was an elector from the First Congressional district on the 1 emo- 
cratic ticket in 1892, and in 1896 was elected to the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Twenty-fifth Legislature from the Fifty sixth 
district, composed of the counties of Madison and Leon. 

He has attended various county, district, and state conventions 
and has often stumped the district in which he resides in the de- 
fense of Democratic principles and policies and in the interest of 
Democratic nominees He has been twice married. His first 
wife's maiden name was Miss Mary Ida Camp, and that of his 
second, and present wife Miss Cora W. Westmoreland. His first 
marriage occurred at Madisonville, Texas, and his second at Mid- 
way, Madison county, Texas. Two children were born to him 
by his first wife, Thos. Mansel and Joseph Tyler, and three by 
his second marriage, William Schilon, Lewis Bryan and Maggie 
Ella Randolph. Mr. Randolph is a member of the Masonic fra- 
ternity. He is making an able and efficient Representa- 
tive and is considered one of the best constitutional lawyers in the 



73 

House. He is a member of the following committees: Judiciary 
No. 1, on which he has the second place, State AfiFairs, Peniten- 
tiaries and County Governments and County Finances. 



JACOB F. WOLTERS, 

I.A GRAAGE, 

Representative from the Forty-fifth district, Fayette county, 
was born at New Ulm, Texas, September 2, 1871, at which place 
his parents, Thos. H, and Marguerite, (Wink) Wolters. are 
living. 

His grand-father, on his father's side, Jacob Wolters, came 
to Texas in 1835, and his grandfather on his mother's side, Rich- 
ard Wink, in 1848; both refugees from Germany where they had 
identified themselves with the patriots opposed to monarchy. 

His father and mother were born and married in this state; six 
children have been born to them viz: Jacob F,, Edmuud T., 
Ottillie, Kate, Agnes and Wallace W. 

Jacob F. Wolters completed his education at Add Ran College, 
Hood county, Texas; was admitted to the bar in 1892, came of 
age in September of that year and in November following was 
elected county attorney of Fayette county over a strong opponent 
and two years later had no opposition but declined to stand 
again for the ofl&ce, and formed a co-partnership with Judge .R. 
H. Phelps, with whom he has since practiced law at La Grange, 
under the firm name of Phelps & Wolters. In the early part of 
1896 Mr. Wolters had conceded to him the Democratic nomina- 
tion for state Senator from the Eighteenth district; but, it was 
later found that he was ineligible for the position on account of not 
having attained the requisite age, and he was thereupon nomina- 
ted and elected to the House of the Twenty -fifth Legislatvre, 
from the Forty-fifth Representative district, defeating his Repub • 
lican opponent by 1500 and his Populist opponent by 2400 votes, 
although the district had gone Republican in the previous bi- 
ennial election and the Republicans spent SIOOO to compass his 
defeat. He is a member of the following committees: Judiciary 
No. 1, Internal Improvements, Privileges and Elections and 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He has been a delegate to all Democratic conventions held in 
the districts in which he resides and all state*Democratic conven- 
tions held in Texas, since he reached his majority, and has worked 
loyally in every campaign for the party 

He is a member of the Knights of Pythias fraternity. 

He was married to Miss Saliie E. Drane, at Columbus, Texas. 
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April 25, 1893, and has two children: T, Drane VVolters and 
Russell Frankly n Woliers. 

In compliance with the death bed request of Col. Bdmondson^ 
late proprietor of the p^per, he is now conducting the editorial 
department of the La Grange Journal, one of the best country 
newspapers published in South Texas. He has not permitted 
his editorial duties, however, to in anyway interfere with his law 
practice. 



F. A. SCHLICK, 

ROUND TOP, 

Representative from the Forty-flfth district, Fayette county^ 
was born in the Kingdom of Hanover, Germany, December 1, 
1840, and came to America with his parents, Edward and Edwine 
(Giesecke) Schlick. who moved to Texas in 1846, lived for a time 
at Houston and afterwards moved to Fayette county. His father 
now lives with him. His mother lives in Coldwell county. 

F. A. Schlick served in the Confederate army during the late 
war, in Company G.. Fourth Texas Cavalry, as First Junior Lieu- 
tenant and afterwards as Lieutenant, and participated in all the 
battles in which his command was engaged, except during a short 
time, when he was a prisoner of war. 

He was married to Miss Helena Witte in Washington county, 
this state, December 10, 1867, and has eight living children, viz: 
Emma, Victor, Ernst, Anna, Ema, Armin, Walter and Ida. 
Four children born of the marriage are dead, viz: Edward. Oscar» 
Agnes and Nellie 

Mr. Schlick Has been a farmer all of his life and has acquired a 
comfortable competency in agricultural pursuits. 

He has attended various conventions, over some of which he 
presided as chairman, and for years (ever since attaining his 
majority) worked for the success of the Democratic party. 

The Forty -fifth district was represented by a Republican in the 
Twenty-fourth Legislature. In the campaign of 1896 Mr. Schlick 
defeated his Republican opponent by about 1500 and his Populist 
opponent by 2323 votes, notwithstanding the fact that the Repub- 
licans and Populists made a bitter fight. He made a vigorous 
and determined canvass and contested the ground with them at 
all points; his well known honesty and good common sense were 
heralded by others if not by himself, and the result was a notable 
Democratic victory in Fayette county 

He is a member of the following House committees: State 
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Affairs, Public Buildings and Grounds, Counties and County 
Boundaries, and Irrigation. 

Among the bills introduced by him is one to require cattle and 
horses to be confined in enclosures, as well as goats, sheep, hogs, 
etc., and another to prohibit public execution of criminals. He 
is taking an active and important part in the work of the session 
and making and enviable record. 



S. p. BURNS, 

CLIO, 



Representative firom the One hundred-and-eighth district, com- 
posed of Brown and Coleman counties, was born in Logan county, 
Ohio, on the first day of January, 1835. His parents were Chris- 
topher and Rachel Burns, both now deceased. 

Of his father's three brothers, one settled in Northern Missouri 
at an early day, another in Alabama and the third in Mississippi. 
James M, Burns, for years a leading member of Congress from 
Northern Missouri, was a descendant of the brother who located 
in that section. 

Hon. S. P. Burns received a good common school education in 
Collin county, Texas, where he grew to manhood, married Miss 
Sarah Ann Gibson and resided from fourteen years of age until 
shortly before the war, returned to Missouri; at the beginning of 
hostilities joined what were known as the Missouri Home Guards 
and later in 1861 entered the Confederate army as a private 
soldier; was elected Lieutenant of Company A., Eleventh Mis- 
souri Infantry, upon tde reorganization of his command after the 
battle of Oak Hill, and upon another election, was promoted to 
the Captaincy of the company; was elected Lieutenant Colonel 
of the regiment a few days after the battle of Lexington, Mo. ; 
was made Colonel of the regiment in 1862 and was in command 
of the brigade at Jenkins Ferry and from that time on until the 
close of the war. A few days after the battle of Mansfield, La. , 
Gen. Sterling Price and all the commissioned officers signed and 
forwarded a petition asking that he be appointed Brigadier Gen« 
eral and placed permanently in command of Parson's Brigade. 
Col. Burns received notice some time in 1863 that he had been 
appointed, but never received his commssion from the war depart- 
ment. The Confederate congress passed a law in 1863 requiring 
all commissioned officers to go before an Army Board and be 
examined as to their qualifications for filling such positions. He 
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was appointed by Gen. E. Kirby Smith, a member of this board, 
and thereafter served as such. 

During the latter part of the war his wife returned to Collin 
county from Missouri, and he joined her there when the soldiers 
of the Lost Cause stacked their arms for the last time and, battle- 
scarred and worn, turned their footsteps toward their desolated 
homes. 

He was elected sheriflF of the county in 1866, but was soon 

thereafter removed from office as an impediment to reconstruction, 
along with Gov. Throckmorton and other state and county offi- 
cers elected by the people. 

Removed to his present home in Brown county in 1873, surveyed 
land for two or three years, read law, secured admission to the 
bar. and actively engaged in practice until a short time prior to 
his election to the House of the Twenty-fourth Legi lature in 
1894. He took rank among the foremost leaders of that body, 
made a record of which he may well be proud, and in 1896 was 
re elected to the Twenty-fifth Legislature. He is Chairman of 
the Committee on Public Debt, and a member of the following 
House committees: Judiciary No. 2, Intiernal Improvements, 
Contingent Expenses, and Public Lands and Land Office. 

He is taking an active part in the work of legislation as it is 
progressing and is rendering valuable service to his constituents 
and the state at large. 

Col. Burns has always been a Democrat, has attended nearly 
every state Democratic convention held in Texas since the war: 
has canvassed and spoken at various points in the state on mkny 
occasions in support of the party^s principles and nominees, and 
is a thorough going Democratic fighter who believes heartily what 
he believes and has the courage of his convictions. He is in favor 
of the free and equal coinage of both gold and silver, the issuance 
of paper money redeemable in coin of either metal at the option 
of the government; the retention under present conditions of 
greenbacks as a part of the circulating medium, and foreign gold 
and silver coins being made legal tender in this country at valua- 
tions to be fixed by onr government- He is for low tariff", local 
self government, and a wise and progressive administration of our 
home affairs, and all of good now and yet lo be that Democracy 
has come to mean to the toiling masses of this country, girding 
themselves for a struggle against the greed of Plutocratic power 
that now threatens to establish over them a more degrading forto 
of despotism than that with which Philip, by the use of gold, and 
Xerxes by force, menaced the liberties of the freemen of Greece — 
one to meet the fated death allotted tyrants and the other to 
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have his hired satraps and mercenary hordes routed aoyl slaugh- 
tered on the field of Marathon. 

A brave soldier, true gentleman, incorruptible citizen, and leg« 
islator whose sole desire is to help in the enactment of laws that 
will be of benefit to all, it would be well if the legislatures o^ 
Texas and other states were composed more largely of such men 
as Col. Bums. 



HENRY Q. DICKINSON, 

I^AREDO. 

Representative from the Eighty-sixth district, composed of 
Webb and Bncinal counties, was born upon the cotton plantatipn 
ol his father, the late John T. Dickinson, in Dougherty county^, 
Georgia, July 19, 1859; graduated from the University of 
Georgia in 1875 with the degree of Bachelor of Arts; was ad- 
mitted to the bar at Albany, Ga.; practiced law for four years 
in Louisiana; located at Laredo. Texas in 1881; was county at- 
torney of Webb county for four years and for three years super- 
intendent of public schools for the city of Laredo: is one oit the 
ablest and best known members of the West Texas bar; is a 
Democrat of the '*gold-standard persuasion,** has attended 
various local and state Democratic conventions in Texas; has for 
years been a leader in public affairs in the Rio Grande country, 
and in 1896 was elected to the seat he now holds in the Twenty- 
fifth Legislature, in which body he is a member of the foUowiifg 
House committees: Public Printing, Mining and Minerals, Irri- 
gation and Agricultural Affairs. 

He has introduced a bill, called the **Anti-Lynch Law Bill,'* 
under the provision of which, persons guilty of mob violence 
would be prosecuted by the Attorney General and tried at the 
the state capital, thereby removing such defendants from their 
own counties, where their influence with courts and juries would 
defeat their conviction. He has also introduced a bill to empower 
the Governor to appoint special district judges by telegram to try 
cases in which defendants are charged with rape, attempt to commit 
rape, or murder perpetrated in the commission of rape, or at- 
tempt to commit that offense. The object of this measure is to 
supply judges at once for the trial of such cases and thereby re- 
move all excuse for the organization of mobs to lynch and 
murder citizens of this state without trial by due process of law. 
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B. Q. EVANS, 

GREKNVILLE, 

Representative from the Fifteenth district, Hunt county, was 
bom in Grimes county, Ga., January 18, 1859. His parents, 
•Bryant and Kisiah (McArthur) Evans, reside in Gilmer county, 
Georgia. Mr. Evans completed his education at Andrews Institute 
DeKalb county, Ala., and paid his board and tuition by working 
before and after school hours and during vacation. After leaving 
the Institute, he secured employment as a farm hand in Hum- 
phrey's Valley, Ala,; studied law at night and odd .times; was 
admitted to the bar at Bluntsville, Ala., November 18, 1880; 
practiced there until April 1887, and then moved to Greenville, 
Texas, where he has since been a member of the law firm of Evans 
& Hargraves a firm that has been employed on one side or the 
other of nearly every important case tried at that place during recent 
years. 

Mr. Evans is a member of the Baptist church and Knights of 
Pythias and Woodmen of the World fraternities. 

He was married at Ashville, Ala., November 8, 1880, to Miss 
Arie Thompson, daughter of Teirell Thonxpsou, of Blunt 
county Ala., and has three living children; Eula Letta, fourteen; 
Wzzie Davis, eight, and Chilton Woodfir, four years of age. 

He has been a delegate to nearly every state D«nocratic con- 
vention held since he came to Texas, bas stumped his district 
many times in the interest of bis party; represented Hunt county 
in the House of the Twenty tourt^i Legislature, and in 1806 was 
re elected to the House of the Twenty-fifth Legislature. In that 
body be is Chairman of the Committee on Commerce and Man- 
ufactures, and a member of the following committees: Judiciary 
^o. 2, and Judicial Districts. 

Mr. Evans is the author of the House general assignment bill, 
(designed to prevent the unjust and fraudulent preference of 
creditors by insolvent debtors) that has attracted so much discus- 
sion in the daily papers,and led to a series of battles royal between 
its upporters and opponents on the floor. 



BYRON DREW, 

KAUFMAN, 

Representative from the Seventeenth Flotorial district, com*- 
posed of Kaufman and Hunt counties, was born at Drew's Land- 
ing, Polk county, Texas, October 21, 1855. His parents were 
Monroe and Martha (Moon) Drew. 

Mr. Monroe Drew grandson of the Drew who figured in the 
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American revolution of 1776, a native of New York state, far- 
mer, stockraiser, millman and ferryman, came to Texas in the 
early 40's when a boy, and located in Polk canty, the first 
setder at Drew's Landing, on the Trinity river, where he died in 
1859, Mrs. Martha Drew was born in Missouri and died at 
Drew's Landing in 1861. 

The Drew family is well known in this country aiiid has con- 
tributed several men of note, who have figured in the liistory of 
the times, among the number, the late Daniel Drew, multi-mil- 
lionaire and for years one of the most brilliant financiers in New 
York city: John Drew, the actor, to the time of his death one of 
the celebrities of the histrionic world; the late Governor Drew 
of Arkansas, and Hon. E. B. Drew now of Chicago, for many 
years a member of the Minnesota Legislature. 

Bryon Drew certainly comes by the brains he has, hoaestly. His 

fir»t work as a boy Was on a farm and as clerk iti a store. In 

1873 he moved to Terrell and in 1874 entered a printing office at , 
that place as an apprentice; became a journeyman printer; mainly 
educated himself by study and extensive reading at nj^t, and in 
1860 went to Kaufman where he bought the Kattfmaii Sfiti, which 
he has since owned and edited. 

He was married at Kaufman, Texas, in 1885 to. Wiss Lena 
Moote, datigfater of H, T. Moore, a prominent calt)e*man of 
Kaufman county and has two living children: Ada nwd Walter^ 

Mr. Drew has been for years a valuable Demo^atic worker 
through the columns of his paper and on the stump and prominent 
in Texas politics. He has been a delegate to nearly, every Demo- 
cratic state convention held in Texas since 1880 and was a dele- 
gate to the Democratic National convention that met at Chicago in 
1892} and nominated Cleveland for a second term. He was 
elected to the Twenty- fourth Legislature in 1894, from the 
Seventeenth Flotorial district and re-elected in 189& to tiie 
Twenty-fifth Legislature, in which body he is Chairman of the 
House Committee on Contingent Expenses and a member of the 
following committees: State Affairs, Revenue and Taxation, 
Roads Bridges and Ferries and Engrossed Bills. 

In the TwentV'fourth Legislature he was Chairman of the 
Committee on Enrolled Bills and a member of other leading 
committees: He has introduced several important bills at this 
session, that are now pending in the House; among the more 
prominent ot these, a fee bill to regulate the salaries of county and 
other officials and a bill amending the revenue laws of the state. 
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JOHN T, BROWNE, 

HOUSTON, 

Representative from the Thirty-seventh district, Harris county, 
WAS born in Limerick, Ireland. March 23, 1845, came to America 
in 1851, with his parents, Michael and Winefred (Hennessey) 
Browne, both now deceased; remained in New Orleans for about 
a year, then moved to Madison county Texas, and a year later 
located with them at Houston, where he grew to manhood 
and has since resided. 

Mr. Browne served during the late war in Company B. Second 
Texas Infantry, employed in detached service, and consequently 
was in no engagement. 

He was a fireman and express messenger on the H. &T. C. Ry., 

in 1867; clerked in a store for a short time; was in the grocery busi- 

nessat Houston in co-partnership with Theo Kellarin 1871, and 
in 1872 engaged in that business with Chas. Ballfrass, at the 9ame 
place, under the firm name of Browne & Ballfrass, a connection 
that continued until they disposed of their business to the H. D. 
Taylor & Spns, about two years ago, since which lime he has not 
been engaged in any regular commercial pursuit. 

He was a member of the city council of Houston, as alderman 
from the Fifth ward, about eight years since and later Mayor of the 
city for two terms, his second term expiring in 1896, in which 
year he 'was elected to the Twenty-fifth Legislature. He is a 
member of the following House committees: Finance, Internal 
Improvements, State Affairs, and Towns and City Corporations. 

Among others, he has introduced a bill whose object is to pro- 
hibit the Ijiring: of state convicts to corporations or private in- 
dividuals and prevent convict labor from competing with free la- 
bor in this state. 

He is a member of the Catholic church, Knights of Honor fra- 
ternity, and Democratic party. He was married in 1871 to Miss 
Mary J. Bergen at Houston and has eleven children: John M., 
Thomas W , Joe E. Frank B. , James G. , Mary Elizabeth, Winefred, 
Jane M. Margaret, Kate and Johanna. One of his children, 
George R. died in 1891. 

Mr. Browne has long been prominent in local business, social 
and political circles and in 18§6, without solicitation on his part, 
was selected as the best man to lead the Democracy of his district 
to victory at the polls. He is making a painstaking and capable 
Representative. 
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JAME5 H- EDWARDS, 

HIDALGO, 

• 

Representative from the Eighty-fifth district, composed of 
Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr and Zapata counties, was born in Taylor 
county, Georgia, December 24. 1855; moved to Rio Grande City 
in 1875, and has since been living on the Rio Grande frontier. 

His father, Dr. A. L. Edwards, resides at Hidalgo, Texas His • 
mother, Mrs, Susan C. (Roquemore) Edwards, died in Taylor 
county, Ga , in 1862. One of his father's brothers, Hon. W. P, 
Edwards, was a distinguished Colonel in the Confederate army 
and shortly after the war a member of the United States congress 
from Georgia. 

The subject of this notice began life for himself as clerk in a 
wholesale grocery house; was deputy in the oflSce of the county 
Clerk of Starr county, and served as United States Commissioner, 
School Trustee, in 1878-9; was elected District Clerk of Starr couqty 
in 1880; merchandised at Meir. Mexico,and Mason, Texas.in 1882-3; 
read law in the office of J. B. Wells at Brownsville, Texas; 
secured admission to the bar; was elected and served for three suc- 
cessive terms as County Attorney of Starr county, and in 1896 was 
nominated on the Republican ticket and elected to the House of 
Representatives of the Twenty- fifth Legislature from the Eighty- 
fiflh district. 

He is a member of the following committees: Privileges and 
Elections, Public Prinlinjjr, Counties and County Boundaries, Irri- 
gation, and Mining and Minerals. 

He has introduced a bill to reduce the penalty for horsetheft to 
not less than two nor more than ten years imprisonment in the 
penitentiary, and is supporting and voting for all measures whose 
enactment would, in his judgment, result in benefit to the state. 
Mr. Edwards is a mem'^er of the I. O. O. F. fraternity. 
Besides serving as Chairman of local Republican conventions 
and executive committees, he has taken the field in his section of 
the state in nearly every campaign and made a vigorous fight for 
the nominees and principles of his party. 

The Brownsville Daily Herald, of Nov. 9, 1896. speaking of 
him, says: **Jas. H. Edwards, Esq., of Hidalgo, who is one of 
the state Representatives elect from this district, arrived Saturday 
for a short visit to friends in Brownsville. Mr. Edwards has the 
honor to be the only Republican elected in the lower river coun- 
ties, in the recent election It is not amiss, however, to say that 
it was not his Republicanism but his great personal popularity 
that won. Jim Edwards is one of the most popular men in this 
region. He has the enviable record of having run for office on 
the lower Rio Grande no less than seven times and has been elected 
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just seven times. He is a lawyer of acknowledged ability and a 
man of good social standing, with the cleanest of records. He 
will do his district credit when he takes his seat in the big capitol 
at Austin*' 



WILLIAM A. SKIIXERN, 

NACOGDOCHES, 

Representative from the Thirty-second district, Nacogdoches 
county, was born in Haywood County, Tenn., December 27, 
1833. and the following year his parents, Isaac C and Lucy W. 
(White) Skillern, moved to Nacogdoches county, Texas, where 
he grew to manhood and, with the exception of a short time spent 
as a clerk in a store, has been engaged in farming since he was 
old enough' to begin to provide ior himself. His grandfather, on 
his. father^s side, was a soldier in the American revolution of 
1776; his grandfather* on his mother's side, was a soldier in the 
war of 1812 and the Cherokee war under Gen. Andrew Jackson, 
and his father was a participant in the revolution of 1835 6 that 
resulted in the independence of Texas. 

Of Irish descent, and consequently of a generous and liberty 
loving temperament and, of patriotic lineage, he is a firm believer 
in the doctrine of equal rights to all and special privileges to none« 

He believed that the Southern states should contend for their 
rights within the Union and was opposed to secession; but, when 
war had begun enlisted in the 17th Texas Dismounted Cavalry, 
served with that regiment untjl 1863, was sent on a detail to 
Brownsville, Texas, for ammunition and upon his return home 
joined the Eleventh Texas Infantry with which he remained until 
the close of hostilities. He was elected Lieutenant on one oc* 
casion and on another, Orderly Sergeant; but, holding the views 
he did, declined the proffered promotion and continued in the 
ranks as a private. 

Before the year 1891 he labored in the interest of the Demo- 
cratic party, attending county, district and state conventions, but 
since that time has been a zealous Populist, has been a delegate 
to every state Populist convention held in Texas and was sent as 
a delegate to the famous National Populist conventions held at 
Omaha and St. Louis, Largely through his efforts Nacogdoches 
county was carried for the Populist ticket at the late election. 

He is a member of the following House committees: Agricul- 
tural Affairs. Roads, Bridges and Ferries, and Towns and City 
Corporations 

He favors a law prohibiting any kind of extortion acd provid- 
ing for an inquiry into the methods employed by individuals or 
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corporations in the conduct of their business to the end that such 
practices may be exposed and those violating the proposed law, 
punished. One evil that such a law would put a summary end 
to, is the comp my store, that employes are compelled to patronize 
and at which they are robbed of the hard earned fruits of their 
labor. He is opposed on principle to the granting: of charters for 
the conduct of any business that can be carried on by individuals. 

He is a member of the Congregational Methodist Church and 
Masonic and Farmers* Alliance fraternities. 

Mr. Skillern was married to Miss P. M. White in Haywood 
county, Tennessee, June 17. 1856, and has twelve children, viz: 
Laura Norma, now Mrs. Caldwell; Isaac C, Edward C , Emma 
E., Mary F., now Mrs. Coates; Martha F , now Mrs. Sparks; Lucy 
S., now Mrs. Murphy; Ida Lee, Julia Irene, John R., William S., 
and Lillie C. Skillern. 



RAWLEIQH P. SMYTH, 

PI.AINVIBW, 

Representative from the One-bundred and-second district, com- 
posed of Armstrong, Bailey, Briscoe, Carson, Castro, Childress, 
Collingsworth, Cottle, Dallam, Deaf Smitii, Dickens, Donley, 
Floyd, Foard, Gray, Hale, Hall, Hansford, Hardeman, Hartley, 
Hemphill, Huicheson, King, Lamb, Lipscomb, Moore, Motley, 
Ochiltree, Oldham, Parmer, Potier Randall, Roberts, Sherman, 
Swisher and Wheeler counties, wa? born at Austin, Texas, 
August 4, 1855. 

His father, William Smyth was a native of Londonderry, Ire** 
land, moved to Texas in 1852, and died at Austin, this state, in 
1885. 

His mother, Mrs Eliza Ann (Downman) Smyth, is living at 
Austin. One of her brothers was a s-oldier in the Texas revolu- 
tion and perished with the lamented Fannin and his brave com- 
panions in the massacre at Goliad Seven children were born to 
Mr. William and Mrs. Eliza A. Smyth, four of whom survive. 

Rawleigh P. Smyth graduated from the Texas Military Insti- 
tute at Austin, in 1877; clerked in stores at Austin for a number 
of years; moved to the Panhandle, where he followed surveying 
read law, and in 1892 was admitted to the bar at Plain view. 
Hale county, since his home. He was elected County Attorney 
of Hale county in 1894, filled that office until 1896, and in the 
latter year was nominated for and elected to the Home of Repre- 
sentatives of the Twenty-fifth Legislature. In that body he is 
Chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, and a member of 
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the following committees: Finance, Irrigation, and Public Lands 
and Land Office. 

Mr. Smyth has attended various local and state Democratic 
conventions, delivered speeches in fifteen or twenty counties in 
his district during: the campaign of 1896 and has at all times beeu 
an active party worker. 

His principal desire at this session is the passage of a good land 
bill that will settle up the northwestern portion of the state, and 
he is bending his efforts to that end. 

He was married at Fort Worth, Texas, in 1892 to Miss Florence 
P. Tucker, who died at Plainview in 1894. 

Mr. Smyth is a Brigadier General in the Texas Volunteer 
Guard, in which he enlisted at first as a private; and is a member 
of the Knights of Pythias fraternity. 



FRANCIS M. nUNDINE, 

I^EXINGTON. 

Representative from the Forty-ninth district, composed of Lee 
and Burleson counties, was born at Columbianna, Ala., May 28, 
1839. His parents, John C. and Maria K. (Urie) Mundine, both 
natives of Tennessee, moved from that state to Alabama and 
thence in 1845 to Texas. Mr. John C. Mundine died at Galves- 
ton in 1887. His widow is still residing in that city. 

Francis M.> Mundine completed his education at Brenham 
Academy, Brenham, Texas; engaged in merchandising^ for a 
number of years in early life and then retired to his farm (then in 
Burleson and now in Lee county), where he has since devoted 
himself to agricultural pursuits 

He has attended county, district and state Populist conventions; 
has always been an active worker for his party's piinciples and 
tickets and in the late campaign, as nominee for Representative 
from the Forty-ninth district, made an -effective, winning, canvass 
before the people. He is a member of the following House com- 
mittees: Roads, Bridges and Ferries, State Asylums, and Min- 
ing and Minerals. 

He was married at Lexington, Texas, in 1867, to Miss Margaret 
J. Merrell, daughter of the late Dr Merrell, for many years a 
prominent physician at Houston. Eight children have been born 
of this union, viz: William W., a farmer in Lee county; Mrs. 
Rosella F. Baskin; Cora Linn, Jennie Eelle, Charlie P., and Robert 
B deceased; Mrs. Sarah P. Hale, and John C. Mundine. 

Mr. Mundine is a member of the Knights of Honor fraternity. 

He is opposed to sucH proposed restrictions as requiring the 
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payment of a poll-tax, being placed upon the exercise of the right 

of sufiFrage, believing that every qualified voter should have the 

j right to vote on all public questions, and that a denial or abridge- 

/ ment of this right would result in injury, instead of benefit, to the 

I country, and be violative of the spirit of our institutions. He is 

supporting all measures that he believes are in the interest of the 

people. 



•-rp . cwaKfansM 



GEORGE W. ncKELLAR, 

. COI.D SPRINGS, 

Representative trom the Thirty-fifth district, composed of San 
Jacinto and Polk counties, was born in Abbeville county, S. C, 
September 17, 1841, His parents were John and Sallie (Robert- 
son) McKellar, both long since deceased. 

Judge McKellar first engaged in farming and the saw-mill busi^ 
ness in South Carolina and then, in 1871, moved to San Jacinto 
county, Texas, where he continued farming; clerked for a while 
in a store; was in 1876 elected County Judge, an office that he 
thereafter filled by successive re-elections for a period of sixteen 
years; was admitted to the bar in 1878 and is now engaged in the 
practice of law at the town of Cold Springs. 

He served during the late war as a private in company P.. 2nd 
South Carolina Infantry, Gen. J. B. Kershaw's Brigade, Long- 
street's Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, commanded by Gen. 
Robert E. Lee; participated in all the battles of the war, from the 
first iought at Charleston, S. C. to that of Chickamauga, in which 
he lost a leg and was disabled for further active duty in the field; 
was transferred to the Quartermaster's department and seized 
therein until the close of hostilities. 

He was married to Miss Julia P. Partlow at Abbeville, S. C, 
June 8, 1865, and has five living children, viz: Mrs. Mary E. 
Hightower, Miss Kate L* McKellar, Mrs. Lula J. McCardell, R. 
E- L. and G R. McKellar. One of his children, Julia P., died in 
1888, when 2 years of age. 

Mr. McKellar is a member of the M. E. Church, South, and 
Knights of Honor fraternity. 

He has attended various county and district Democratic con- 
ventions and has always supported the party's nominees and ad- 
vocated its principles. He is a member of the following House 
committees: Education, Revenue and Taxation, Commerce and 
Manufactures, and County Government and County Pinances and 
the special committee to visit and report on the condition of the 
Confederate Home. He favors a reduction in the cost of main- 
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taining the state government, generous treatment of the public 
schools, the establishment of a branch of the State University for 
use of colored youths, redistricting the state into judicial dis- 
tricts, and the carrying out, in letter and spirit, of the platform 
pledges of the state Democracy made to the people in 1896. 



PRYOR NANCE HARRIS, 

GALVESTON, 

Representative from the Thirty ninth district, Galveston county, 
was born at Knoxville, Tennessee, January 15th, 1838. His 
parents were George W. and Mary E (Nance) Harris. 

Geo. W. Harris ivas born in Pennsylvania, but lived in Tennessee 
from four years of age until the time of his death in 1873. He 
was an inventor and writer. His articles in the Scientific American 
were authority to the mechanics of his time. He was the author 
of**Sut Lovingood*s Yarns.** He was known as an inventor of 
remarkable genius. At the age of fifteen years (never having 
seen one before) he built a miniature steamboat, which he ran 
successfully on a lake near Knoxville, Tennessee, people coming 
hundreds of miles to see it in operation. He made it a rule never 
to accept pay for any of his writings or inventions, considering it 
sufficient reward if they were of benefit to his fellow men. It 
would take a book, much less the space allowed us, to give 
more than an outline of his career. A biography of him appeared 
in the Century Magazine a few years after his death. 

Mrs Mary E. Harris was born and reared in Knoxville, and 
died in that city in 1865. 

Pryor N. Harris completed his education at the East Tennessee 
University, Knoxville, Tenn. ; enlisted in the Confederate army as 
a soldier in Company F., Starr's Third Tennessee Battalion, after- 
wards the Fourth Tennessee Cavalry. Forest's original Brigade; 
was promoted to the Captaincy of Company I, and remained 
with It in that capacity until the close of hostilities, although 
offered promotion at different times to the rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel and Colonel. He never asked for or used a pass or fur- 
lough during the entire period of the war, although seven times 
severely wounded in action. 

When the brigade that acted as President Jefferson Davis* 
escort (at the time under the command of Gen. Dibrell) surrendered 
at Washington, Ga., the Confederate Secretary of War, General 
Breckenridge, asked for an escort, under a competent officer, to 
serve a few days longer without pay to guard the gold train to 
Woodstock, Ga., Capt. Harris and one hundred men volunteered 
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and 'performed that service, after ^hich he and his men received 
a discharge signed by Col. W. P. C. Breckenridge and Gen. John 
C. Breckenridge, saying that all other organizations having sur- 
rendered or been disbanded, *'the following named officers and 
men, being the la^t of the Army of Tennessee, are hereby honora- 
bly discharged.** 

Capt. Harris has been engaged in mercantile pursuits ever since 
the war. 

He came to Texas in 1865, and has since resided at Galveston, 
where he is now at the head of a large real estate business. 

He has been married three times. He was married to his pres- 
ent wife, nee Miss Elizabeth C. Wallace, at Galveston on the 28th 
of February, 1880. 

One son, Felix Z., was bom to him by his first wife, formerly 
Miss Mary A. Moore, of Na'shville, Tenn. Of his children by his 
second wife, nee Miss Anna Wilkins, of Bastrop. Texas, one 
daughter, Mrs. Lillie Walling, is now living, and resides at 
Austin, Texas. 

Capt Harris is a Baptist, a Mason and a Knight of Labor. 

He has attended county, district and state Democratic conven- 
tions and always supported the party tickets ofiP, as well as on, the 
stump. Long a prominent and leading citizen of Galveston 
county, he was in 1896 nominated by the Democracy and elected 
to represent it in the House of ttie Twenty-fifth Legislature. He 
is a member of the following committees: Internal Improvements, 
Towns and City Corporations, and Labor. 

He is in favor of just and liberal treatment of railroad and 
other corporations, but believes that they should be prevented, by 
the strong arm of the law, from oppressing either their patrons or 
employes. He is taking an active part in the work of the session 
and is considered one of the ablest men in the body of which he is 
a member. 



JOHN A. O'CONNOR. 

SAN ANTONIO. 

Representative from the Eighty-ninth district, Bexar county, 
was born in San Antonio, Texas, March 6, 1868, the youngest of 
seven children — four girls and three boys — four of whom now 
survive, born to John L. and Malvina (Rogers) O'Connor. Those 
living are: Mrs. Nellie R. Moore, and Mrs. Alice Moore, of Cen- 
ter Point, Texas, who married two of tne Moore brothers, of that 
place; Thomas H. O'Connor, of the City of Mexico, and the sub- 
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ject of this notice. Those deceased are: Gabriel O'Connor, Mrs. 

Fannie Alexander, and Miss Callie O'Connor. 

Mr. John L. O'Connor, a farmer by occupation, was born in 
Hawkins county, East Tennessee; moved from his native state to 
San Antonio, Texas, in 1849, and left Bexar county in 1857 and 
settled in Kerr county, where he thereafter resided until the time 
of his death in 1868. 

Mrs. Malvina O'Connor was also born in Hawkins county, 
Tenn., and died in Kerr county, Texas, .May 23, 1873. 

Her grandfather, John A. Rogers, was Governor of Alabama in 
1839, and her father, also named John A. Rogers, was a member 
of the Legislature of Tennessee for fifteen years. 

The subject of this notice acquired a good English education in 
the local schools of San Antonio; farmed for fifteen years in Kerr 
county; returned to San Antonio in 1887; was a policeman for 
four, and in the furniture business for two, years in that city, 
during whic h time he devoted himself assiduously to the studv of 
law at all leisure moments; was admitted to the bar May 23, 1894, 
and since that time has been actively engaged in the practice of 
his profession. He is a member of the well known San Antonio 
law firm of Jones & O'Connor. 

Mr. O'Connor was married to Miss Josephine Creekmore, of 
Mississippi, in Kerr county, Texas, August 19, 1879, and has six 
living children, viz: Alice, Winnie, Ethel, Margaret, Robert, 
and John A., Jr. 

He is a member of the I. O. O. F., Knights of Honor, and Red 
Men fraternities, and Democratic party. 

He has been a delegate to all Democratic state, conventions held 
in Texas sinc^ 1887 and has done noble service on the stump in 
his county and district for Democracy. 

In 1894 he was nominated by the Democrats, and afterwards 
by the Populists, of Bexar county and elected to the House of the 
Twenty-fourth Legislature, in which body he made a record that 
fully met the expectations of his constituents and led to his re- 
nomination and election to the House of the Twenty-fifth I/Cgisla- 
ture, He is a member of the lollowing committees: Finance, 
Public Buildings and Grounds, and State Affairs. 

Such is Mr. O'Connor's personal popularity and such the faith 
of the people of the Eighty-ninth district in his ability and integ- 
rity of purpose, that he led the Democratic ticket in the election 
of 1896 by 1500 votes. Their confidence in him has been amply 
repaid by faithful and valuable service. He is strictly in favor of 
redeeming at this session the pledges made in the state Democratic 
platform of 1896 and is doing all in his power toward that end. 
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J. D. CHILDS. 

SAN ANTONIO, 

Representative from the Nintieth Plotorial district, composed 
of Bexar, Wilson, Karnes, Atascosa and Live Oak counties, was 
born at Mt. Vernon, Ark., February 4, 1862, the youngest of 
eight children— five of whom now survive — born to N. M. and 
Charlotte (Belin) Childs. The living children, other than the 
subject of this notice, are: William, Emma, John and Lewis, who 
reside in Opelousas Parish, La. Those deceased are: Mary, 
Beatrice and Alexander. 

Mr. N. M. Childs, an Alabamian by birth, moved to Louisiana, 
at an early day and was a planter near Opelousas, that state, 
until the time of hts death, in February 1 893. 

Mrs Charlotte Childs was born at Marianna, Fla. , and died 
near Opelousas, La.,>in 1894. 

J. D. Childs graduated from the University of Mississippi, at 
Oxford, Miss., in 1885 with the degree of Bachelor of Philosophy; 
moved to Texas that year; was admitted to the bar at Corsicana 
in 1886; practiced at Fairfield until 1893; was County Attorney of 
Freestone county in 1890-2, and in February 1893 moved to San 
Antonio where he has since been engaged in the practice of his 
profession and ranks as one of the ablest members of a bar that is 
second in strength to none in Texas. He has been leading 
counsel in a number of important cases and, upon their hearing 
and determination in the courts of last resort, has established 
several principles of law for whicn he contended. 

He is a member of the Episcopal church. Masonic, Elks and 
Woodmen of the World fraternities and Democratic party. 

He has always been a Democrat and has been a delegate to 
nearly every Democratic state convention held in Texas since 
1885. He was one of the secretaries of the Democratic state 
convention that nominated Governor Ross for a second term at 
Dallas in 1888, was a member of the committee on permanent 
organization at the Democratic state convention that met at 
Austin in 1896, and is at present a member of the D. mocratic 
executive committee of Bexar county. In the House of the 
Twenty- fifth Legislature he is Chairman of the Committee on 
Federal Relations and a member of the following committees: 
Judiciary No. 1, Revenue and Taxation, Internal Improvements, 
and Education. 

He has stepped to the front in the House as a leader among 
those of the members who believe that the demands contained in 
the state Democratic platform should be complied with by the en- 
actment of appropriate legislation, and. has worked strenuously 
toward that end Irom the beginning of thfe session. 

He has introduced a bill that has passed to engrossment, the 
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purpose of which is to perfect the divorce laws of the state and 
place women upon a more equal footing with men as regards 
divorce. He is taking a prominent part in the effort being made 
to enact a law that will, prevent insolvent debtors from unjustly 
preferring creditors in this state. His desire as a member has not 
been to figure as the author of a multitude of bills, or to see many 
new laws pat upon the statute books, but to prevent the enact- 
ment of vicious and unnecessary laws. 

He has made few speeches in the House, but the ones he has 
made have been good, and is not disposed to jump into debate 
unnecessarily, but when he or his positions have been assailed or 
questioned, he has shown very clearly that he is able to take care 
of himself in joint debate. 

When the teachers and pupils (a scintillating galaxy of beauti- 
ful young ladies) of Coronal Institute, of San Marcos, Texas, 
visited the capitol in a body they were invited to seats within the 
bar of the House and Mr. Childs was elected to preside as Speaker 
pro. tern, and delivered au address of welcome to the visitors that 
spoke highly for his literary training and capacity as a well- 
rounded orator. 

H<e is a strong, rising man. He possesses what a great many 
men of superior talents lack, viz: -genuine love for his chosen 
profession, sincerity, and devotion to the welfare of his country. 

Snch men deserve success and it seldom fails to crown their 
efforts. 



C, C. DOVLE, 

HENDERSON, 



Representative from the Twenty-sixth district, Rusk ^cotraty^ 
was born in Knox county Tennessee, September 12, 1832. His 
parents were, John Doyle, a tarmer and native of Knox county, 
Tenn,, who Came to Texas in 1849, from Calhoun county, Ala., 
and died at Overton in 1861; and Mrs. Nancy (Wear) Doyle, also 
born in Knox county, Tenn., who died in Alabama in 1844. 
Eleven children were born to them, of whom the subject of this 
notice was the tenth child and only two of whom besides himself, 
survive, viz: Mrs. Harriett Dodson. of Henderson, Texas, and 
Russell H. Doyle, a farmer residing near Albia, in Wood county, 
this state. 

C. C. Doyle completed his education at Bunker Hill Institute, 
Bunker Hill, Texas; taught school in Rusk county until the be- 
ginning of the war between the states; served as First Lieutenant 
of Company D., Fourteenth Texas Cavalry, until the final sur- 



91 

render, participating in the battle of Shiloh and other engage- 
ments in which his command was brought into action; was elected 
to the House of Representatives of the Twelfth Legislature, but 
did not serve in that body, as his seat was contested and the con- 
test decided against him by a partisan majority; was Tax Col- 
lector of Rusk county for four years (from 1888 to 1892), and in 
in 1896 was elected to the Nouse of the Twenty fifth Legislature, 
in which body he is a member of the following committees: Edu- 
cation, State Asylums, Commerce and Manufactures, and Mining 
and Minerals. 

He has introduced a bill providing for the working of county 
convicts, and short term state convicts on the public roads; a bill 
providing for a uniform system of text books; a joint resolution 
submitting an amendment to the constitution that will permit the 
Legislature to pass laws to encourage the establishment and 
gfrowth of manufactories in this state; and several bills of minor 
importance. 

He has always been a Democrat, has attended various conven- 
tionsoif his party, has often stumped his district in the interest of 
Democracy, and has at all times labored zealously in the cause of 
ffO<Ml ^government. 

il^ is a member of the M. E. Church, South, and Masonic, 
Knights of Honor, and Knights and Ladies of Honor fraternities. 

i3e was married in Rusk connty in 1869 to Miss Mattie L. Fin- 
ky, 'daughter of the late John J. Pinley, and has five ohildren, 
viz: Pinley, twenty-fonr; Lelia, twenty; Waiter, eighteen; Clar- 
ence« sixteen, and Perla, twelve years of age. 

Mt. Doyle is engaged in the grocery business at Henderson and 
for many years has been one of the leading men of that place, 
where he is esteemed, by all, both high and low, ^ho know him. 



B. B. BEAIRD. 

TYLER, 



Was born in Bibb county, Alabama, August 1, 1840. His 
parents were Benjamin and Caroline C. Beaird. His mother's 
maiden name was Miss Caroline C. McCullars. His father was 
born about the year 1794 and mother about 1798; moved to Ala- 
bama with their parents at a very early day, married there when 
quite young and moved from Alabama to Texas in 1846 and 
established a country home in Shelby county. They both died 
at Tyler, Smith county, Texas, about 1870. They reared a family 
of fourteen children — ten sons and four daughters, only three of 
whom, two sons and a daughter, are now living. 

The subject of this notice, Hon. B. B. Beaird, worked on his 
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father's farm and attended local sckools until the beginning of 
the late war; enlisted in the Confederate army as a soldier in 
Company D., Ir5th Texas Infantry, Polignac's Brigade, for service 
in the Trans-Mississippi department; participated in the battles 
of Bnrbo, Porduche, Mansfield (where he was slightly wounded), 
Pleasant Hill, Yellow Bayou and other engagements incident to 
Banks' Red River campaign; first became Third Corporal of his 
company and finally color bearer of his regiment; after the war 
taught school, farmed, ran a saw mill and read^law, in the order 
named, and was admitted to the bar, in 1887, at Tyler, Texas, to 
which place he moved from Dallas, Texas, in 185^. 

The first public position that he filled was that of school trustee 
in Smith county. Later he was elected and served at various 
times as County Commissioner, County Judge and Superintendent 
of Public Schools of Smith county, filling the latter position from 
November, 1886, to 1894, was elected to the Twenty-fourth 
Legislature from the Twenty- tourth district, composed of the 
counties of Smith, Upshur and Camp, and in 1896 was re-elected 
to the House of the Twenty-fifth Legislature, in which body he 
is Chairman of the Committee on County Government and County 
Finances, and a member of the following committees: Internal 
Improvements, Towns and City Corporations, and Constitutional 
Amendments. 

Among other views that he holds, he is opposed to the granting 
of charters to corporations for the conduct of any business or 
enterprise tbat can be transacted or successfully carried forward 
by private individuals. Mr. Beaird has attended Democratic dis 
trict, congressional and state conventions during the past sixteen 
years and been an active worker for party supremacy both as a 
public speaker and editorial writer. He now owns and is editor 
of the *'Argent," an influential weekly newspaper published at 
Tyler. 

He was married in Smith county, Texas, December 14. 1866, to 
Miss Mary Ann Adams, daughter of J. J. Adams, a well known 
farmer of that county, and has eight children. 

Judge Beaird is a member of the M. E. Church. South, and I. 
O. O. F. fraternity. 

His career both as a lawyer and newspaper editor and publisher 
has been marked by a large measure of success. 



J. H. H. DENNIS, 

WHARTON, 

Representative from the Forty-sixth district, composed of 



93 

Wharton, Colorado, Lavacca, and Gonzales counties, was born in 
the town of Wharton, Texas, May 10, 1873. 

His father, I. N. Dennis, has for years past been Chair- 
man of the Democratic Executive Committee of Wharton 
county and one of the leading citizens and lawyers of 
that section. His mother, Mrs. Maggie (Knox) Dennis, a 
most estimable Christian lady, died at Wharton a few years since. 
The subject of this notice acquired a good literary education and 
in 1893 graduated from the law department of the Texas Univer- 
sity with the degree of B. L., since which time he has been prac- 
ticing law at Wharton with his father, under the firm name of 
I. N. & J. H. H Dennis, 

He has attended county and district conventions of his party, is 
considered one of the most talented and brilliant Democratic 
fighters in Texas and in 1896 was honored by the Democrats of 
the district in which he resides with nomination and election to 
the House of the Twenty- fifth Legislature. He is the youngest 
member of that body. 

His majority at the polls over his Populist opponent, was 6399 
votes. He is a member of the following House committees: Ju- 
diciary No. 2, Towns and City Corporations, Comptroller's and 
Treasurer's Ofl&ces, Engrossed Bills, and Private Land Claims, 
and is making a good record as a member of those committees, 
as well as on the floor of the House. 



D. McNeill turner. 

CORPUS CHRISTI, 

Representative from the Eighty**seventh district, composed of 
Duval, Nueces. San Patricio and Aransas counties, was born at 
Tallahassee, Florida, November 24, 1854. His parents were Rev. 
D. McNeill and Mrs. Harriett D. (Stringfellow) Turner. 

Rev, D. McNeill Turner was a native of South Carolina, a 
minister of the Old School Presbyterian church, and came to Texas 
from North Carolina in 1874; stopped for a time in Ellis county; 
lived in Brazoria county for three years and at Corpus Christi 
(where he was pastor of the Presbyterian church and principal of 
the public schools) until 1881; then returned to South Carolina, 
and from there moved to Merrillton, Ark , where he was pastor of 
the local Presbyterian church until the time of his death, January 
18," 1897. 

Mrs. Harriett D. Turner was born in Chester, S. C, and died 
there in 1889. 

The subject of this notice completed his education at Newberry 
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College, S. C; after leaving college went to Tipton, Tenn,, and 
taught school there one session; in July of that year came to 
Texas and for one session assisted his father in teachifag .«^chool at 
Millford, in Ellis county: from there went to Columbia, Texas, in 
December, 1874, where he taught school in conjunction with his 
father, through the spring session of 1875; taught school at Rock- 
port through the fall session ; moved to Corpus Christi in January, 
1876, and entered the law office of McCampbell, Givens & Atlee; 
was admitted to the bar in February, 1877; served as Alderman 
of the city of Corpus Cbristi from April, 1877 to April, 1878: when, 
he was elected City Attorney; was elected County Attorney of 
Nueces county in November, 1878; served as such for two terms; 
was elected District Attorney of the Twenty- fifth, afterwards the 
Twenty ^eighth. Judicial district in November, 1882; filled the 
position for three terms; after the twenty-eighth district was 
divided, forming the forty-ninth and twenty-eighth judicial dis- 
tricts, was elected and served two further consecutive terms up to 
1892, and was, consequently for fourteen years prosecuting attor- 
ney, after which he returned to the general practice of law at 
Corpus Christi, where he now stands in the front rank of practi- 
tioners at the Southwest Texas bar. 

He has been a delegate to minor Democratic conventions and 
every Democratic state convention held in Texas since 1882. He 
has always taken an active interest in politics and has stumped 
his district in behalf of his party's nominees and in defense of its 
principles whenever occasion required or opportunity offered. 

He was married at Corpus Christi April 25, 1878, to Miss Annie 
E. Woessner, and has the following children: D. McNeill, seven- 
teen; James Scott, fourteen, Annie E., twelve, and Wells, ten 
years of age. 

He is a member of the Presbyterian church. 

His election to the Twenty-fifth Legislature in 1896 was a 
source of gratification to all who would like to see the best brain 
of the state concentrate itself in the Legislature. He is a member 
of the following: House committees: Judiciary No. 2, Claims and 
Accounts, Public Printing, and Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He has introduced a few local bills and some others covering 
general matters of necessary legislation, among and most import- 
ant of the number a bill providing for the appointment of receivers 
to take charge of the property of debtors who by deeds of trust or 
mortgages prefer fraudulent claims to the injury of other creditors. 
The object of this bill, and the intention of its author, is. to 
permit the present system of preferring creditors to stand, but to 
so hedge it about with safeguards and restrictions as to prevent, 
or, as far as it is possible, render the detection of fraud certain. 
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FLAVIUS J. BARRETT, 

HENRIETTA, 

Repiesentative from the One Hundred and Fifth district, com- 
posed of Jack and Clay counties, was born in Giles county, 
Tenn., October 22, 1835; the second of five children (all, save 
himself, long since deceased) born to Rev. Thos. and Mrs. Martha 
Jane (Alexander) Barrett, the latter of whom died in Dade 
county, Missouri, in 1844. His father moved to Texas in 1848, 
died at Gatesville, this state, in July 1892, at eighty-four years 
of age, and is well remembered in Tennessee, Missouri and North 
Texas as a minister of the Christian Church and practicing 
physician. 

The subject of this notice c impleted his literary education by a 
one year's course at Baylor University; on leaving the University 
enlisted in the Confederate army, as a soldier in Company B., 
Fifteenth Texas Cavalry, Dashler*s Brigade. Churchill's Division, 
and served with it as Third Lieutenant and afterwards as Captain, 
until the command was captured at the fall of Arkansas Post; 
was exchanged at City Point, Va., and was thereafter detailed on 
detached service in Texas and Louisiana until the close of the 
war; taught school one term after returning home and was then 
in 1866 elected to and served in the House of Representatives of 
the Texas Leg:islature; afterwards taught school; engaged in the 
cattle business for about two years; was in the grocery business 
for about two years; was appointed Chief of Police of Corsicana, 
• January 1, 1874, and served as such for fourteen years, during 
which time he was also Assessor and Collector of Taxes and 
Street Commissioner of that city; moved to Henrietta, Clay 
county, in 1889 and in September of that year was admitted to the 
bar of the district and inferior courts and shortly thereafter to 
practice in the Supreme Court of the state; was elected Mayor of 
Henrietta in the spring of 1891; was elected County Judge of 
CI ay county, in November 1892 and re-elected in November 1894, 
his second term expiring in 1896, in which year, he was nomina- 
ted by the Democracy of his district and elected ta the seat he 
now holds in the House of the Twenty -fifth Legislature. During 
his two terms as County Judge only lour or five of the cases tried 
by him were reversed on his rulings by the courts of last resort. 
During the same period, as ex-officio County Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, he introduced a uniform set of text books in 
the public free schools and put them on a better footing than at 
any former time in their history. Upon the final adjournment 
of the present session of the Legislature he will return to the ac- 
tive practice of his profession at Henrietta. 

He was married at Decatur, Wise county, Texas, August, 18^ 
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1866, to Miss Sophronia Ciutchfield. daughter of John Crutch- 
field of that county, and has three children: Lee, in the saddle, 
harness and shoe business at Venita, I. T.; John C, engaged in 
the same business at Claremore, I. T.; and Bessie, now attend- 
ing school at Fayetteville, Arkansas 

Mr. Barrett is a member of the Baptist church and Masonic, 
I. O. O. F., and Chosen Friends fraternities and Democratic 
party. He is a member of the following House committees: Ju- 
diciary No. 1, Education, Federal Relations and Public Lands 
and Land OflSce. 

He is also at this writing, a member of a joint sub-committee 
to which has been entrusted the work of drafting a satisfactory bill 
to provide for the use of a uniform system of text books in the 
public free schools of the state There is no stronger or abler 
supporter of the cause of popular education in either of the two 
Houses. He is earnestly in favor of developing and amplifying 
our free school system. He is also a supporter of the irriga- 
tion proposition pending in the House and is taking part in all the 
important work going forward as only an old and experienced 
legislator can. 



S. A. THOnPSON, 

FORT DAVIS. 

Member of the House of Representatives from the Ninety- 
sixth district, composed of El Paso, Presidio, Jeflf Davis, Foley, , 
Brewster, Buchel, Pecos, Val Verde, Kinney and Maverick 
counties, was born in Huntington county, Pa., September 22, 
1851. His parents, Samuel and Gracelle Thompson, died when 
he was a boy. He completed his education at Mercersbur^ Col- 
lege, Pa., where befitted himself for the pursuit of the profession 
of civil engineering; followed merchandising in Philadelphia for 
a number of years and then, in 1877, moved to Western Texas 
where he engaged in land surveying and the location of land cer- 
tificates, served for some time as deputy surveyor of Bexar Land 
District and in 1882 was elected County Surveyor of Presidio 
county. He was re-elected to the latter office in 1884 and filled it 
until 1886. He is one of the best informed men in the state as to 
the character and value of lands in Western Texas, having sur- 
veyed large portions of many counties in that region. He moved 
to Fort Davis, Jeflf Davis county, his present home, in 1881; was 
postmaster at that place for a number of years and is now, and 
has been for many years, one of the county commissioners of the 
countv. 

He has served as Chairman of the Democratic Executive Com^ 
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mittee of Jeflf Davis county, at various times, attended county, 
district and state conventions of his party, and at all times been 
an active and influential Democratic worker. Knowing his 
worth and appreciating his abilities, his fellow Democrats of the 
Ninety-sixth district selected him as one of their nominees for 
Representative in the House of Twenty-fifth Legislature, and 
elected him without opposition at the polls in November 1896. 

He is a member of the following House committees: Public 
Lands and Land Office, Mining and Minerals, Counties and 
County Boundaries, Irrigation, and Judicial Districts. 

He has been twice married, first in 1888 to Miss Annie E. 
Keesey, at Wellsburg, West Virginia, who died in July 1894, 
leaving four children, Lois, Harold, Allison and Genevieve 
Thompson, and, second in June, 1896, to Miss Isabella Keesey, 
(sister of his first wife) at Fort Davis. 

Mr. Thompson is a member ot the Episcopal Church and I. O. 
O. F. fraternity. He is interested in stockraising in Jeflf Davis 
and adjoining counties. 



WM. A. FIELDS, 

HILI^BORO, 

Representative from the Seventy-seventh district, composed of 
Hill, Bosque, Hamilton and Somerville counties, was born in 
Chambers county, Texas, February 11, 1854. 

His father, Wm. Fields, a native of North Carolina, came to 
Texas with his family at an early day; for ten years represented 
Liberty county in the House of the Texas Legislature; figured 
prominently for many years in public aflfairs, and died at Hemp- 
stead in 1858. 

His mother (nee Miss Minerva H. Mayes) was born in Tennessee 
and died at Double Bayou, Texas, in 1892, leaving three surviving 
children: Mrs. Sarah E. Edgar, of Galveston; Leon W. Fields, 
of Galveston, and Hon, W. A. Fields. 

After quitting school Mr, Fields served for two years as deputy 
district and County Clerk of Chambers county; read law in the 
office of Ballinger, Jack & Mott in Galveston; had his disabilities 
as a minor removed and was admitted to the bar there in 1874; 
practiced law at Comanche for a short time; for three years was 
editor and part of the time proprietor of the Comanche Chief, a 
newspaper published at that place; in connection with Sam P. 
Ford, established the Weekly Blade at Meridian, Bosque county; 
was editor and part proprietor of the Blade until 1885; in 1879 
was appointed Assistant Librarianof the House of Representatives, 
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at Washington, D. C*, and served as such until December, 1881; 
was appointed a clerk of the House in 1883 and held that oflSce 
until lo87, when he resigned to accept a position as editorial 
writer on the Galveston- Dallas News, a paper that he had pre* 
viously served both as local reporter and staff correspondent; 
resigned from the News in November, 1887, and purchased the 
Hilisboro Reflector and was part, and afterwards sole, proprietor 
and all the time editor of that paper until 1892; then sold the 
Reflector and during the year was nominated for and elected on 
the Democratic ticket to the House of Representatives of the 
Twenty third Legislature from the district composed of Hill, 
Bosque, Hamilton and Somerville counties; after the adjournment 
of the Legislature in 1893 was, without solicitation upon his part, 
tendered, through the influence of Senators Coke and Mills, and 
accepted the position of File Clerk of the United States Senate - 
and flUed that office until April, 1896, when he was removed on 
political grounds; then announced as a candidate for Representa- 
tive from his old district, and was nominated without opposition 
and elected by more than 2,000 majority over a Populist opponent, 
carrying all four counties, three of which had formerly gone 
Populist. 

He is Chairman of the Committee on Rules, and a member of 
the following committees: Public Printing; Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries, and Engrossed Bills. 

He was united in marriage to Miss Fannie Edgar Andrews, 
daughter of W. S. Andrews, at Galveston, June 29ih, 1880, and 
has four children: Wright A., Fannie E., Minnie. M., and 
Jackie A. Fields. 

He is a member of the Masonic, I. O. O. F., and Knights of 
Pythias fraternities. 

He has attended very nearly every Democratic state convention . 
held in Texas since 1876 and has since his residence there worked 
editorially and on the stump for his party in the district which he 
now represents. His intimate knowledge of the needs of the 
state and practical work of legislation, has enabled him to perform 
an important part in the law-making of the present as well as of 
the former session in which he served. 



LEVI I. MERCER, 

CUMBY, 

Representative from the Nineteenth district, Hopkins county, 
was born in Houston county, Minnesota, January 26. 1862; was 
educated at what was known at the time as the Campbell High 



99 

School, at Campbell, Hunt county, Texas; as a boy learned the 
carpenter's trade, followed it for a time; worked as a railroad 
fireman; studied assiduously at all spare moments; became a 
school teacher; embarked successfully in various business ventures; 
and is now engaged in the fire insurance business at Cumby, 
Hopkins county, Texas. 

His parents were Rev. Wm. R. and Augusta J. Meicer, both 
now deceased. His paternal great-grandfather, John Mercer, was 
a member of the constituent convention that framed the Consti- 
tution of the United States and one of the delegates in that body 
who refused to sign their names to the instrument, believing, like 
Patrick Henry and many othtr patriots of the time, that it con- 
tained seeds from which in time, if it were adopted, would spring 
a strong centralized despotism, aristociatic or plutocratic in form, 
that would rob of their just rights, degrade and despoil the states. 

His maternal great-grandfather. Captain Denison, was the 
officer who defended Forty Fort at the Wyoming massacre. 

His grandfather, Samuel H. Mercer, was probably the first 
sheriff of the county in which Pittsburg, Pa , is located. 

His father was born in Pittsburg, P^ , in 1809; was taken by 
his mother to Cincinnati, Ohio, where she died; went to New 
Orleans, La., on a flat boat and there became a member of the 
family of his sister, Mrs. McNair; was educated for the ministry 
at Oakland Institute, Jackson, Miss.; acted as plantation overseer 
in Louisiana for a number of years; was emplo>ed in 1837, with 
eight other cotton experts, by Capt. Bayles, agent of the East 
India Company, to introduce the cotton saw gin among the natives 
of India; served the East India Company in that country for sev- 
eral years; returned t j America; here married Miss Augusta J. 
Donley; afterwards became a Presbyterian minister and later died 
in the service of that church at Campbell, Texas, in 1893, aged 
eighty-four years. 

Hon. Levi I. Mercer was married to Miss Fannie Howard, 
daughter of H. J. and M. E. Howard, at Lone Oak, Hunt county, 
Texas, October 10, 1886, and has three children, Stella O., Ben 
H , and L D'Long Mercer. 

He is a mtmber «f the Masonic and I. O. O. F. fraternities; has 
always been a Democrat; is thoroughly identified with the best 
interests of the section in which he resides, is widely experienced, 
is possessed of a strong, clear and richly stored mind aq/d is a 
Representative well fitted to maintain the reputation of Hopkins 
county, a county ihat in time past has sent some of its most gifted 
sons to the Texas Legislature. 

Mr. Mercer is a member of the following House committees: 
State Affairs, Insurance Statistics and History, Irrigation, and 
Asylums. 
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HARTIN A. STAMPER, 

KRA, 

Was born in Decatur, Newton county, Miss., on the 29th day of 
March, 1853. His parents were George D. and Amanda Stamper. 
His father died while a soldier in the Confederate army. His 
mother, a noble Christian lady, is living in Cooke county, Texas. 

Mr. Stamper followed farming until ten years ago, since which 
time he has been engaged in merchandising. He came to Texas 
from Mississippi in 1874, and has been residing at Era, in Cooke 
county, since 1875. He has been a Democratic worker at all 
times, has written for the press from time to time in the interest 
of Democracy and good government, and in 1896 was nominated 
for and elected to the House of the Twenty-fifth Legislature from 
the Thirteenth district, composed of Cooke, Denton and Wise 
counties. For a number of years past he has been sent as a dele* 
.gate to county, district and state conventions. He is a member 
of the following committees: Constitutional Amendments, Rev- 
enue and Taxation, Roads, Bridges and Ferries, Public Health, 
and Vital Statistics; and both in the committee rooms and on the 
floor of the House has done much thus far towards shaping the 
legislation of the session. 

He has been twice married. Three children were born to 
him by his first marriage, two daughters and a son, and three 
children, (girls) by his second marriage, all living. His wife is 
postmistress at Era, Texas. He is a member of the Baptist 
church, and Woodmen of the World fraternity. He has been 
quite successful in business and now owns a handsome property. 
He enjoys the unbounded confidence of the intelligent constituency 
that he has the honor to represent, and will do much during the 
present session towards the enactment of legislation in the interest 
of the people. 



T. C. McFARLAND, 

VICTORIA, 

Representative from the Eighty-third district, composed of Victo- 
ria, Bee, Refugio, Jackson and Calhoun counties, is a native Tex- 
an, born in Fannin county March 30, 1870, and is a son of Dr. T. 
J. and Mrs. Carrie McFarland. Dr. T. J. McFarland was born in 
Mississippi; came to Texas in 1865; served as a surgeon in the 
Confederate army throughout the late war; served for the past ten 
years as state quarantine officer at Pass Cavallo, and is well known 
in the South as an eminent medical practitioner. Mrs, Carrie 
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McParland is the mother of seven living children; M. M., Van, 
Mrs, Pauline Shelton, Jessie, Belle, Ltila and the subject of this 
notice, Hon. T. C. McFarland. She was born in Austin, Texas. 
Her father was killed by Indians at that place aljout 60 years ago. 
One of her brothers, then a child, was carried oflf into captivity and 
never more heard from, and another brother, A. A. Jayne, now 
living at Groesbeck, was shot through the arm with an arrow from 
an Indian bow. 

T. C. McFarland completed his education at Baylor University ; 
was a delegate to the Democratic state conventions of 1892-4-6; 
early manifested exceptional talent as a writer and began contrib- 
uting for the press; grew up in the newspaper business and is now 
owner and editor of the Daily Times, published at Victoria, Texas. 

He was married to Miss Lonie Collier, dau2:hter of J. G. and 
Mittie Collier, at Victoria, June 4, 1895. Their union has been 
blessed by a winsome little baby girl, whom they have named 
Grace and whom, it is to be hoped, will grow up full of all sweet 
womanly and christian graces. • 

Mr. McFarland is Chairman of the committee on Public Print- 
ing, and a member of Committees on Federal Relations, Roads, 
Bridges and Ferries, and Claims and Accounts. 

He has always been a believer in and supporter of the political 
faith that claimed the allegiance of Jefferson and Jackson; as a 
Democratic writer and speaker has done his full share toward win- 
ning party victories, and as a member of the House of the Twen- 
ty^fifth Legislature is taking an active part in shaping the legis- 
lation of the session. 



T. H. C. PEERY, 

SEYMOUR, 

Representative from the One Hundred and Fourth district, com- 
posed of Baylor, Archer, Knox, Throckmorton, Stevens and 
Young counties, was born in Murray county, Tennessee, August 
9, 1839, and is of Scotch-Irish descent. 

He was reared on a farm. At the age of twenty Mr. Peery 
went to Obion county, Tenn., and in 1861 enlisted in the Confed- 
erate army as a private soldier in Company C. , Twenty-seventh 
Infantry; was elected Captain of the company and as such partici- 
pated with his command in every campaign and battle in which it 
was engaged until the end of the war. Upon returning home he 
opened a store at Willsonville, Tenn., and continued merchandis- 
ing there until 1875. 

In 1871 he was united in marriage to Miss Anna S. Hornbeak, 
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of Hickman county, Tenn. Four cLildren have been born to 
them, viz: W. O., lawyer and editor of the Bridgeport Herald, at 
Bridgeport, Wise county, Texas; Helen; Terry Eli, deceased; 
and Ethel. 

Mr. Peery came to Texas in 1875 and established himself as a 
farmer and merchant at Denton, where he remained until 1890, in 
which year he moved to Seymour, Baylor county, where he is 
now successfully engaged in those pursuits. 

He is a member of the Christian church. Masonic, and Knights 
of Honor fraternities, and Democratic party. 

He has attended county, district and state conventions and been 
an active worker for the triumph of his party's principles and 
nominees, and in the campaign of 1896, after a gallant fight as the 
Democratic candidate for Representative, was elected by a hand- 
some majority. He is a member of the following House commit- 
tees: Judicial Districts, Irrigation, County Government and 
County Finances, Revenue and Taxation, Public Lands and Land 
OflSce, and the special joint committee to redistrict the state into 
judicial districts. 

He favors the enactment of a law that will give debtors an 
opportunity to redeem property sold under execution; the repeal 
of the law allowing part of the permanent to be transferred to and 
be annually used as a part of the available school fund; the pay- 
ment of fixed salaries instead of fees to county officers; and the 
carrying out, in letter and spirit, of the recommendations con- 
tained in the platform adopted by the Democratic state convention 
held at Fort Worth in 1896. 



ALEXANDER D. HENSLEY, 

BAY CITY, 

Representative from the Fortieth district. Matagorda and Bra- 
zoria counties, was born at Port Lavaca, Texas, January 4, 1859; 
and is a son of A. T. and Eunice M. (Beaumont) Hensley, na- 
tives, respectively of Indiana, and Mississippi. 

His father came to Texas from Indiana in 1830, took part as a 
soldier in the Texas revolution in 1835-6, and is now a resident of 
San Antonio. 

The subject of this notice grew up to the lumber business and 
is now an architect and builder at Bay City, Matagorda county. 

He has always been a Democrat, has attended various county 
and district conventions, and has done much work in the cause 
of honest and economical government. He never held an office 
prior to his election to the Twenty-fifth Legislature; save that 
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of Justice of the Peace, which he filled for one term, in 1895 and 
1896. 

Heretofore the vote in Matagorda county has been four to one 
negro Republican, and Brazoria county two to one, and the district 
has been many times represented in the legislature by negroes; 
but in the late campaign, Mr. Hensley was put forward as the 
strongest and most available man for standard bearer and the 
white Republicans, Populists and many of the better and more 
substantial class of negroes were induced to vote for and elect 
him at the polls, an achievement that required no small amount 
of work and toward the consumation of which he did his full part. 
Mr. Hensley is a member of the following House committees: 
Agricultaral Affairs, Public Debt, Public Printing and Peniten- 
tiaries, He favors an assignment law that will prohibit preferred 
creditors; a law that will relieve fishermen and oysiermen from 
the payment of the license fees now exacted and substitute there • 
fore a tax upon fish and oysters sold; a law subjecting all church 
and school property to taxation, and a law requiring all properly 
sold at trustee's or sheriff's sales to be advertised in some newspaper 
published in the county in which the property is situated, if there 
be one, and it no paper is published in the county, in some news- 
paper circulating in same. 

He is a member of the Presbytrrian church; unmarried; is pos- 
sessed of a strong personality and vigorous mental powers and is 
making a record that will merit and doubtless receive the stamp 
of approval. 



JOSEPH M. KIRK, 

SCHULENBURG, 

Representative from Fayette county, now the Forty- fourth dis- 
trict, in the House of the Twenty ^second, Twenty third and 
Twenty-fifth Legislatures, was born in Lauderdale county, North 
Alabama, October 30, 1832. His parents were Simon and Hulda 
(Huddleston) Kirk. His grandfather, on his father's side, was a 
soldier in the patriot army during the American revol ution and 
various members of the family have taken more or less prominent 
parts in the stirring events of later times. His father, a farmer 
by occupation, moved to Texas in 1862 and settled with his fam- 
ily near LaGrange, in Fayette county, where he died of yellow 
fever in 1867. Mrs. Hulda Kirk died at La Grange in 1869. 

The subject of this notice was reared upon a farm and has been 
engaged in farming since early manhood. He has always 
worked for the Democratic ticket, county, district, state and na- 
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tional, has attended various Democratic county, district and 
state conventions and has long been an influential man in 
the section in which he resides. 

As a member of the Twenty-second and Twenty- third Legisla- 
tures he favored the creation of and helped to establish the present 
Railroad Commission, but contended that the commissioners 
should be elected by the people; and then, as now, advocated 
such retrenchment in the expenses of all state departments as 
can be accomplished without impairing the public service. 

He is Chairman of the Committee on Stock and Stockraising 
and a member of Asylums, Agricultural Affairs and Roads, 
Bridges and Ferries committees. He has introduced a bill to 
amend the present stock law so as to prevent horses and cattle 
from running at large in such communities as see fit to take ad^ 
vantage of the provisions of the measure; a bill to allow five 
jurors in justice and county courts and ten in district courts, out 
of totals of six and twelve empanelled, to try causes to return 
verdicts, and a bill doing away with permptory challenges and 
requiring sstisfactory cause to be shown before any juror can be 
set aside. 

Mr. Kirk is a member of the Christian church and has been a 
member ot the Masonic fraternity for the past forty-three years. 

He was married to Miss Fannie J. Middlebrook in Fayette 
county, near LaGrange, January 19, 1856. Eight children were 
born to them, viz: Frank, Kate, Susan, Edward, Olivia, Maggie 
William and Judith. Mrs. Kirk died in 1886 while visiting her 
daughter, (vlrs. Plummer) at Palestine, in middle Tenne.see. 



JOHN K. BUMPASS, 

TKRRKi:.!., 

Representative from the Sixteenth district, Kaufman county, 
was born near Rocksboro, Person county. North Carolina, De- 
cember 8, 1829; followed farming and merchandising in North 
Carolina until 1857; in that year came to Texas and engaged in 
farming and stock raising in Collin county; served during the war 
between the states as Captain of Company F, Fifth Texas Parti- 
san Rangers, commanded by Colonel Martin; and, although offer- 
ed, refused promotion as he had promised the soldiers of his com- 
pany that he would never leave them; was a member of the state 
constitutional convention of 1865, and of the state Senate in 1866: 
moved to Kaufman county in 1876 and has since been engaged in 
farming and stockraising; has been a delegate to nearly every 
Democratic state convention held since the war and has canvassed 
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and made speeches for forty years over the state for his party; was 
elected to the Twenty-fourth Legislature from Kaufman county, 
and in 1896 was renominated for representative and elected to the 
Twenty-fifth Legislature, in which body he is Chairman of the 
committee on Agricultural Affairs and a member of the follow- 
ing House committees: Public Land and Land OflSce, Constitution- 
al Amendments and Internal Improvements. 

He was married to Miss Elizabeth Thomas, daughter of Wm. 
G. Thamas, ot Oakhill, at Oakhill, in Granville county, N. C., in 
1850. Ten children have been born to them, viz: Lemuel, Eu- 
gene; Robert, Edward, Ida (deceased), Nannie, Susie, Verona. 
Nellie and Ninnetf 

Colonel Bumpass* parents were Robert D. and Nancy Merritt 
(Davie) Bumpass, both long since deceased. 

He is a member of the Baptist church and Masonic fraternity. 

He is opposed to a multiplicity of laws, and instead of the enact- 
ment of new ones to be violated and have a tendency to bring all 
regulation by law into contempt, would like to see about half the 
statutes on the books repealed. He is opposed to the present judi- 
cial system and has forcibly called attention to the fact that it is 
now biennially costing the state $3,000,000, three-fifths of the to- 
tal revenue raised from the people to maintain the state.govern^ 
raent; a crying evil that he is determined, so far as lies in his 
power, to help remedy. Just think of it, the total annual cost of 
running all the rest ot the machinery of the state government is 
only about $2,000,000! It is indeed time something was being 
done to bring about a change for th^ better. 

Of great natural ability, thoroughly conversant with the needs 
of the state, of wide experience in the practical work of law^-mak- 
ing, and of undoubted integrity of purpose, the * Venerable states- 
man from Kaufman'*, as his friends in this and former legisla- 
tures delight to refer to him, is a power in the House in shaping 
the course of legislation. 



J. Q. BURNEY. 

CKNTSR POINT, 



Representative from tne Ninety-second district, composed of 
Kerr, Kendall and Bandera counties, was born in Kerr county, 
May 10, 1864; graduated from the Southwern University, at 
Georgetown, Texas, in 1881, and from the Waco Business College 
in 1882; during five years taught school in McCulloch, San Saba 
and Mason counties, and has since been engaged in farming and 
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stockraising in Kerr county — for two years of the time, also, in 
the mercantile business. 

He was married August 12, 1885, to Miss Mary Vann, daughter 
of W. W. Vann, of Kerr county, and has one child: Renie G.^ 
six years of age. 

He is a member of the M. E Church, South. He has been a 
delegate to all Populist Conventions held in Kerr county, and va- 
rious state Populist conventions; was temporary chairman of the 
state Populist convention that met in Galveston in 1896, and na- 
tional Populist convention that met at St. Louis in that year; has 
stumped his district in every campaign in the interest of his party 
since its organization; was elected to and served in the Twenty- 
fourth Legislature, and in 1896 was re-elected to the House of 
the Twenty-fifth Legislature, in which body he is a member of 
the following committees: Privileges and Elections, Contingent 
Expenses, Stock and Stockraising and Irrigation. 

He favors a uniform system of text books for the public free 
schools and introduced a bill in the Twenty- fourth Legislature 
looking to that end. At the present session he has introduced a 
joint resolution providing for the submission of a constitutional 
amendment making full citizenship a prerequisite to voting and 
one or two other measures of less importance. He is opposed to 
the practice of preferring creditors and in favor of the passage of 
of a just assignment law. He championed the cause of I. M. 
Bennett, the Populist in the contest case of Brigance vs. Bennett 
decided in favor of Brigance (Democratic contestant) at this ses- 
sion, and many members of the House have complimented him 
upon the manner in which he conducted his side of the case. 

He is a prominent and respected citizen of the district in which 
he resides and a man of undoubted integrity and patriotic 
purpose. 



T. F. VAUQHAN, 

FARMBRSVILLE. 

Democrat; merchant; Representative from the Fourteenth dis- 
trict, Collin county, was born in Jonesville, Lee county, Va., 
November 29, 1860, a short time after the death of his father^ 
William Vaughan, at Warsaw, Mo. His mother, Mrs. Mollie 
(Couk) Vaughan, died at Shell City, Vernon county. Mo , in 1883. 

Mr. Vaughan was apprenticed at the age of thirteen to learn the 
shoe trade, served out his apprenticeship faithfully, has since been 
engaged in the business; moved to Texas from Missouri in 1886,. 
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and now owns and cx>ndacts a boot and shoe establishment at 
Farmersville. 

He has attended Democratic county and district conventions, 
was a delegate to Democratic state convention held in 1894, has 
contributed largely of his time and means toward party successes, 
and, while in no sense a professional politician or ofl&ce-seeker, has 
for years been politically influential in his immediate section. 
He was nominated in 1896 by primary election for representative 
and won easily at the polls, his capacity and worth being recog- 
nized by all. He is a member of the following House committees: 
Constitutional Amendments, Revenue and Taxation, Public 
Buildings and Grounds, and Commerce and Manufactures. 

He is supporting the passage of all bills framed and introduced 
for the purpose of carrying out Democratic platform pledges. 

He is a member of the I. O. O. F. fraternity. 

A man of sound and clear judgment and in complete touch with 
the people, he is working earnestly in their interest. 



H. C. SHROPSHIRE, 

WEATHERFORD. 

Representative from the Seventy-ninth district, Parker county, 
was born at Linden, in Cass county, Texas, February 19, 1865; 
acquired a good English education, learned the printer's trade, 
became proprietor and editor of the Corsicana Courier, later 
bought the Observer, and consolidated the papers (two of the 
oldest in Navarro county) as the Daily and Weekly Courier- 
Observer, sold the plant in 1892, and since that date has been 
owner and editor of the Weatherford Republic. He has attended 
county, district, congresssional and state conventions, and al- 
most from boyhood canvassed on the stump in defense of Demo- 
cratic principles and in support of Democratic nominees. 

He is a member of the following House committees: State Af- 
fairs, County Government and County Finance, Commerce and 
Manufactures, Mining and Minerals, and Public Lands and 
Land Office 

He was married to Miss Cora Davis at Corsicana, Texas. June 
10, 1888. They have one child living, Laura Cora Shropshire, a 
winsome little lass of four years. Three of the children born to 
them are deceased. 

Mr. Shropshire is a member of the Masonic, I. O. O. F. and 
Knights of Pythias fraternities. 

He is in favor of a reduction of the number of judicial districts 
and a better distribution of the work among the judges and, also, 
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of legislation providing for the immediate indictment and trial of 
persons arrested for highway robbery, rape and similar atrocious 
crimes; appeals in such cases to be given precedence over all others 
pending in the court of last resort and passed upon without 
delay. 



ALBERT BIRD, 

PATRICK, 



Representative from the Sixty-sixth district, McLennan county, 
was born in that county on the third day of March, 1859, 

His father, Charles Bird, was a native of Rutherford county, 
N. C, came to Texas in 1863, and died in McLennan county 
January 26, 1882. 

His mother, Mrs. Sarah Bird, daughter of the late David Horton, 
of Habersham county, Georgia, is living on the old family home- 
stead in McLennan county. 

The subject of this notice completed his education at Baylor 
University, farmed on the home place for three years after leaving 
tHe university and then went into the mercantile business at Pat- 
rick, McLennan county, in which he is still engaged. 

He was for four years, prior to a few months since, postmaster 
at that place; has taken an active interest in local and political 
affairs; was a delegate to the state Democratic convention that 
nominated Hon. James S. Hogg for the governorship at San An- 
tonio in 1890, and to county Democratic conventions; has been a 
true and tried supporter of his party *s principles, policies and 
standard-bearers, and in 1896 was nominated and elected by the 
Democracy of McLennan county to the seat he now holds in the 
House of the Twenty-fifth Legislature. 

Mr. Bird was married to Miss Maggie Robertson, daughter of 
Edward Robertson, at Patrick, Texas, on the 10th of January, 1897. 

He is a member of the Baptist church, Masenic fraternity, and 
the following House committees: Agricultural Affairs, State Asy- 
lums, Penitentiaries, and Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He has introduced a joint resolution providing for an amend- 
ment to the constitution allowing all veterans of the war of 1836 
to receive pensions without regard to property qualifications, 
believing that the receipt of a pension is a mark of honor more 
than that of degradation. 

He has introduced two bills: One providing for a legal weight 
for flour and meal; and the other changing the penal statute as 
to gaming so as to make it an offense against the law to gamble 
anywhere save in a private house. He would favor legislation 



109 

fixing the homestead exemption, including improvements, at not 
more than $7,500, believing that if the law were so changed it 
would give merchants more credit, afford sufficient protection to 
wives and children, and result in good for all and harm to no one. 
He favors, also, the enactment of a law making the payment of 
poll-tax a prerequisite to voting, believing that those who enjoy 
the benefits and protection of a government should contribute to 
its support, and that the imposition of such a tax would greatly 
augment the general revenue of the state. 



JOSEPH W. HUnPHREY, 

POINT, 

Representative from the Twentieth district, composed of Wood 
and Raines counties, was born in Robeson county, N. C, March 
28, 1847; acquired a good education in local schools and acade- 
mies;worked on his father's farm for four years after leaving school; 
taught school at various places in North Carolina until 1871; then 
taught in Mississippi until the fall of 1874; moved to Texas at 
that time and continued teaching in this state until April, 1876; 
served as deputy Sheriff of Rains county until 1877; served as 
deputy County Clerk of Rains county for one year; filled out half 
of an unexpired term as Tax Assessor of that county by appoint^ 
ment; was then elected to the office and at the expiration of the 
term entered into the stock business, to which he subsequently 
added farming, in which pursuits he has since been engaged. He 
read law at leisure moments and in February, 1891, was admitted 
to the bar, since which time he has been actively and successfully 
engaged in practice at Point, in Rains county. 

He. has attended numerous Democratic county, district and 
state conventions, has stumped his district many times for the 
Democratic ticket; has been one of the leaders in his county for 
years, and in 1885 and 1889 represented it with distinction in the 
House of Representatives of 'the Nineteenth and Twenty-first 
Legislatures. 

In the House of the Twenty-fifth Legislature he is Chairman of 
the Committee on Labor and a member of the following commit- 
tees: Constitutional Amendments, State Affairs, Revenue and 
Taxation, and Privileges and Elections. 

He favors redeeming all the platform pledges of the state Dem- 
ocracy, and all recommendations contained in Governor Culber^ 
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son's message save that asking that counties be made responsible 
for mob violence committed by their inhabitants. 

Mr. Humphrey is a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
church and Masonic fraternity. 

He was married in Rains county, Texas, November 15, 1881, 
to Miss Mary J. Bellah, daughter of Allen Bellah, of that county, 
and has four children: Nancy C, fourteen; Martha Ann, twelve; 
Allen A., eight, and Joseph R., one year of age. 



SAMUEL E. HOLLAND, 

MARBI^K FAI^IyS, 

Farmer, banker and stockraiser; Representative from the Fifty- 
third district, Burnet and Lampasas counties, was bom in Meri- 
\\ ether county, Ga , December 6, 1826, the eighth of nine children 
— three of whom survive — born to John R. Holland, a native of 
Georgia, and farmer, who came to Texas in 1846 and lived first in 
Jefferson county, then in Travis county and finally settled in 
Krath county (at the time part of an unorganized territory) where 
he died in 1863, and Mrs. Elizabeth (Walker) Holland, also of 
Georgia, who was murdered by her housemaid in a negro insur> 
rection in Chattooga county, Georgia in 1862. The two, besides 
the subject of this notice, who are now living, are Mrs. Mary Bell, 
of Erath county, and Mrs. Simruda Covington, of Burnet. 

Samuel E. Holland started from his native state to Mexico, with 
a few boy-companions in 1846, when twenty years of age; had 
his horse stolen by Indians at Austin; remained there one month 
and then proceeded to San Antonio, where he enlisted for service 
in the Mexican war; after the close of the war located, in Septem- 
ber, 1848, in what is now Burnet county, and has since resided 
there; has followed various callings, such as farming, stockraising 
and merchandizing, and for several years past has been a member 
of the board of directors of the First National bank of Marble 
Falls; was County Treasurer of Burnet county, in 1852-4, the first 
elected after the organization of the county; served on the Texas 
frontier during the late war as a soldier in Capt* J. P. McGill's 
company of Confederate scouts; was sent as a delegate to every 
Democratic convention held in his county and various Democratic 
state conventions held in Texas up to two years ago; since that 
time has afBliated with the Populist party, and in 1896 was elected 
to the Twenty^fifth Legislature on the Populist ticket. He is a 
member of the following House committees: Revenue and Taxa- 
tion, Military Affairs, Commerce and Manufactures. 

He is an ardent admirer of the life, character and political 
doctrines of Thomas Jefferson, and believes that a legislator 
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should, in speaking and voting for, or against the passage of laws 
lay aside all prejudices of creed and party, and be guided solely 
by a desire for the public good. 

Mr. Holland is a member of the Masonic fraternity. 

He has been married three times: First, to Miss Mary Scott, 
who died in 1855; second to Miss Clara Thomas, who died in 1867, 
and, third, September 22, 1887, to Mrs. Susan McCarthy, by whom 
he has three children: Charles E., Thomas A., and William A. 
By his first marriage he had one child, George A., now living in 
Mason county; and by his second, nine children, eight of whom 
are living, viz. : David B. , John H. , Mrs. Mary Rebecca Lester, 
Samuel W., Porter, Mrs. Martha Hester, Mrs. Lou Edwards, Mrs. 
Katie Smith, and Mrs. Elizabeth Bryan. 

In the early days of Burnet county, Mr. Holland participated in 
numerous Indian fights and expeditions against hostile Indians 
and at a later period was, on more than one occasion, chosen to 
act as a leader of the people in upholding law and order and see- 
ing that the courts were permitted to proceed with the regular 
administration' of justice. He is a fine type of the generous, 
liberty-loving and lion-hearted Texans of a former day who laid 
the foundations for the state's present and future greatness, and 
in his old age enjoys not only the confidence and respect, but 
affectionate regard of all who know him. 



A. W. EWINQ, 

PAI^BSTINK, 

Representative from the Twenty-ninth district, Anderson 
county, was born at Palestine, Texas, October 27, 1866; worked 
in the printing office of the Palestine Advocate; attended local 
schools at intervals; obtained an English education; studied law, 
and, when twenty-one years of age, was admitted to the bar, but re- 
mained in the Advocate office, associated in the editorial manage- 
ment of the paper with his father, the late Col. J. W. Ewing, 
until 1887; then reviewed his law studies and, in the fall of 1888, 
was elected County Attorney of Anderson county, and filled that 
position for three consecutive terms in a manner that won for 
him the hearty approbation of the people and high standing at 
the bar. Upon the death of his father, he assumed editorial con- 
trol of the Advocate, a daily and weekly newspaper published at 
Palestine, and in the hot campaign of 1896 fought through its 
columns and upon the hustings, (wherever the enemy was to be 
met) the battles of Democracy in gallant and effective style and, 
as the nominee of his party for Representative in the Twenty- 
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fifth Legislature from the Twenty^ninth district, helped lead the 
way to victofy at the polls. 

He is a member of the following committees: Judiciary No. 2 
Privileges and Elections, Public Printing, County Government 
and County Finances. 

He was married to Miss Jettie Jones, daughter of Judge Theo. 
T. Jones, at Palestine December 19, 1894. 

Mr. Ewing is a member of the I. O. O. P. and K. of P. fiater- 
nities« He is of Scotch-Irish descent. His &ther was a native of 
Tennessee, and died at Palestine, Texas, in June, 1896. 
His mother Mrs. El'za J. Ewing, was bom in Oxford, 
Miss., was a daughter of W. G. Rogen, (deceased) first Sheriff 
of Anderson county, Texas, and is now living at Palestine. 

Col. J. W. Ewing came to Texas fi-om Memphis, Tenn., in 
1844; with Matt Dale, who subsequently fell at Shilob, founded 
the Palestine Advocate in 1851; enlisted in the Confederate army 
as a private soldier and came out at the close of the war with a 
Second Lieutenant's commission and returned to his home to find 
the accumulations of a life-time swept away. As a newspaper 
manager and editorial writer he had few equals, was au indomitable 
defender of right, and is affectionately remembered by thousands 
of people in Texas. His talents have been transmitted in full 
measure to his son, who now has the honor to represent the county 
in which be was born and a people among whom he has been 
reared and whose respect and confidence he enjoys. He is a good 
lawyer, persuasive and forcible speaker, and, what is still more 
important, a representative of the people who has their best in- 
terests deeply at heart and the abilty and courage necessary to 
successfully defend them. 



S. H. GREEN, 

MARSHAXI,, 

Representative from the Twenty first district, Harrison county, 
was born near Huntingdon, Tenn., January 5, 1846; came to 
Texas in 1855 with his parents, Aaron and Mrs. A.ngeline (Nesbitt) 
Green, who settled near Lafayette, in Upshur county, where Mr. 
Aaron Green, a farmer and stockraiser by occupation, died during 
the following year. Mrs. Angeline Green died at Lafayette in 
1856, leaving five children, all of whom are now living in Texas. 

The subject of this notice enlisted in the Confederate army in 
1863, when in his eighteenth year, and served during the last seven- 
teen months of the war as a member of Bird's Battalion of Cour- 
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iers. employed in carrj'ing dispatches from Gen. E. Kirby Smith's 
headquarters to the army in the field. 

At the close of hostilities he was honorably discharged at 
Shreveport, La,, and returned home, where he was united in 
marriage in 1868 to Miss Mattie Nesbitt, daughter of Nathan 
Nesbitt, a respected citizen and farmer ot Harrison county. 

Mr. and Mrs. Green have three living children: Psyche, Nathan 
and Addie. 

Mr. Green is a member of the Baptist church, Masonic, Knights 
of Honor and Woodmen of the World fraternities, and Democratic 
party. 

As a Democrat he did much toward freeing his county from 
scalawag and negro-rule and establishing honest and accountable 
local government. 

He was a member of the County Commissioners* Court of Har- 
rison county in 1887-88 and 1895-6, and in the latter year was 
elected to the House of the Twenty-fifth Legislature, in which 
body he is a member of the following committees: Agricultural 
Affairs, Counties and County Boundaries, County Government and 
County Finances, and Penitentiaries. 

He is taking an especially active part in the eoactment of legis- 
lation for the protection of the fish and game of the state from 
wanton destruction. 

Mr. Green is a farmer and stockraiser. At the local fairs held 
in Harrison count}' years ago, he took many prizes on cotton and 
other products that he entered as exhibits, and later, at the New 
Orleans, St. Louis, Dallas and other expositions has been a 
frequent winner of medals. 

The beautiful new court house at Marshall was built while Mr. 
Green was a member of the Commissioners Court. He showed 
great firmness on that occasion, the court being equally divided, 
the county judge casting the deciding vote, and a number of 
influential citizens opposing the movement. All now agree that 
the building was a necessity and concede that he was right. 

He is a man who hews straight to the line. No citizen of Har« 
rison county is more highly respected. 



A. B. FLINT. M. D,, 

JEFFERSON, 

Representative from the Third district, composed of Marion, Cass 
and Bowie counties, was born near Aberdeen, in Munro county, 
Miss,, March 14, 1835, and came to Texas in 1841 with his par- 
ents, Gideon and Harriet (Thomas) Flint, who located near Mar- 
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shall, in Harrison county, where they resided until the time of 
their respective deaths. They were amons: the leading and most 
highly respected citizens of that portion of the state and their 
home was the seat of a generous hospitality. Young Flint passed 
through and has a vivid recollection of the refgulator and modera^ 
tor troubles and other stirring series of events incident to the early 
settlement of Eastern Texas. He attended such local schools as 
the country afforded; completed his literary education at McKen- 
zie college, Clarksville, Texas; read medicine under Dr. W. S. 
Fowler, of Tyler, Texas, in 1858; attended medical lectures at the 
University ol Louisiana; began practice in Upshur county, Texas, 
in 1860, and after the war located in Marion county, Texas, where 
he has since resided; has enjoyed for many years a large practice 
and now owns farming, milling and ginning interests. 

Dr. Flint has attended every Democratic county convention 
held in Marion county during the past twenty-five years and 
many district, congressional and state conventions; was a member 
of the state convention that nominated O. M. Roberts as a dark 
horse for the governorship; was active in reconstructing his county 
after the overthrow of radical and carpet-bag rule; served for ten 
years as county commissioner of Marion county; is a Democrat 
who has never deviated from true Democratic principles as taught 
and practiced .by Jefterson and Jackson; has never scratched the 
name of a party nominee, and has been invariably successful in 
carrying his locality for the party ticket, state and national. He is 
opposed to a multiplicity of public offices and favors a government 
administered with as strict regard to economy as is consistent with 
the attainment of the ends for which free governments are organ- 
ized, namely, the establishment and maintenance of peace and the 
prosperity and happiness of the people who compose them, and 
holds that this should be a government of and for the people, a 
government of equal responsibilities and benefits and like the at- 
mosphere that surrounds us, should give life and vitality to the 
body politic without its weight being unduly felt. Holding these 
views he deems that some changes shomld be made in our present 
state ccnstitution and favors the calling of a state constitutional 
convention for that purpose. 

He entered the Confederate army, then under the command of 
General Beauregard at Corinth. Miss., in February, 1862; was 
surgeon of the Tenth Texas Dismounted Cavalry, Ector's Brigade, 
M. F. Lock, Colonel, Army of Tennessee and Georgia, at various 
times commanded by Generals Beauregard, Johnson, Bragg and 
Hood; remained with his command until the surrender in 1865; 
was never absent from it during that time and participated in 
every battle in which it was engaged: Murfreesboro, under Bragg; 
the battles around Vicksburg, under Johnson; the eight days fight - 
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ing at Jackson, Miss., under Johnson; the battle of Chickamauga, 
under Bragg; the four months fighting under Johnson from Dal- 
ton to Atlanta, Ga.; the fighting around and incident to there^ 
treat from Atlanta and the battle of Jonesboro, under Hood. He 
also took part in Hood's great flank movement around Sherman, 
who then occupied Atlanta; retreated with him into Tennessee and 
participated in the battles of Columbus, Franklin and Nashville, 
and was with his regiment in the battle ot Old Spanish Port, 
where it made its last stand and fired its last volley in defense of 
the Confederacy; a few days thereafter surrendered with his com- 
rades in arms at Meridian, Miss., and, when paroled, returned to 
his home in Texas. 

Dr. Flint married Miss S. E. Craver, daughter of 1,. T. Craver, 
near Jefferson, Texas, on the 26th of October; 1865. 

Dr. Flint is a member of the following House committees: Con- 
stitutional Amendments, Public Health and Vital Statistics, Min- 
ing and Minerals, and Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 

A ripe scholar and robust thinker, familiar with the needs of 
the state and animated by a desire to promote the general welfare, 
his record at the close of the session will be such as to full}' justi- 
fy the expectations of the intelligent constituency which he has 
the honor to represent. 



T. H. GOOD, 

BURKVILI.E, 



Judge T. H. Good, Representative from the Thirty-fourth dis- 
trict, composed of Jasper, Newton, and San Augustine counties, 
was born in Jasper, Jasper county, Texas, February 4, 1853. 

His father, Hannibal Good, was a Virginian by birth; 
came to Texas in 1832; settled in Jasper county; was a soldier in 
the revolution of 1835-6, that secured Texan independence, and 
in the war of 1846 between the United States and Mexico, and 
died in Jasper county. 

His mother, Mrs. Julia A. Hennington Good, died at Yoakum, 
Texas. 

Judge Good left home at about fifteen years of age; learned the 
printer's trade; set type from 1869 to about 1875 in Dallas, Gal- 
veston, Houston, Austin, San Antonio and other principal Texas 
towns; studied law; was admitted to the bar at the December 
term of the district court at Woodville, Tyler county, Texas, in 
1888, and since that time has practiced at Burkville in that 
county; he has been of leading counsel in some of the most im- 
portant cases tried in that section of the state and Western 
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Louisiana, and is considered one of the ablest lawyers in the First 
Judicial district of Texas. Before taking up the study of law he 
was at variousltimes editor of Texas papers; among others, estab- 
lished the Nfewton County Record, published at Jasper, and the 
Tyler County Record, published at Colmesneil, and, being a 
graceful and trenchant writer, did much effective work through 
the columns of his papers for the Democratic party and the 
cause of good government. Since his advent to the bar, while 
his practice has required the greater part of his atfention, he 
has found time to take the stump in the defense of Democratic 
principles and in the interest of Democratic nominees in every 
campaign. 

He was elected to and served in the Twenty fourth Legislature 
took an active and distinguished part in the deliberations of that 
body, and in 1896 was re-elected to the Hou?e of the Twenty-fifth 
Legislature by a majority at the polls of more than 500 votes, 
notwithstanding the Populists and Republicans put out a fusion 
ticket in the district and made every exertion to accomplish his 
defeat. He believes that every platform pledge made by the 
Democratic party in the late campaign should be redeemed at 
this session by appropriate legislation and has worked earnestly 
to that end. He has always been a Democrat, never scratched a 
Democratic ticket in his life and has contributed liberally both of 
his time and money to his party. 

He was married' at Burkville, June 29, 1876, to Miss Frankie 
Beatrice Seastrunk, daughter of Dr. T, R. Seastrunk, long a res- 
ident ot that place. They have five children: Effie Beatrice, 
Thomas R, Robert J., Lela M. and John H. 

Judge Good is Chairman of the House Committee on Counties 
and County Boundaries and a member of the following com- 
mittees: Judiciary No. 2, Constitutional Amendments, and Ju- 
dicial Districts. 



S. V. PFEUFFER, 

NEW BRAUNFKI.S, 

Representative from the Ninety-eighth district, compDsei of 
Comal, Gillespie, Blanco and Hays counties, was born at Corpus 
Christi, Texas, October 10, 1856, the first of eight children born 
to George and Susan E. (Gravis) Pfeuffer, seven of whom are 
now living, all citizens of Texas. 

Hon. George PfeuflFer, merchant and native of Germany, emi- 
grated to New Braunfels, Texas, with his parents at an early day; 
was for a time engaged in business at Corpus Christi, married 
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there and later moved back to New Braunfels, where he died in 
1886. He was for two terms a member of the state Senate and is 
well remembered by men in public life, as a patriotic and able 
man. Mrs. Susan £. Pfeuffer, was born in Corpus Christi and is 
now living at San Antonio. 

S. V. Pfeuffer completed his literary education at Emory and 
Henry College, Va. ; merchandised for a time after leaving college 
and is new in the lumber business at New Braunfels and Laredo. 
Texas, and Nueyo Laredo, Mexico. He was married December 
31, 1881, at Marion, Texas, to Miss Thekla Weber, daughter of 
George Weber, of New Braunfels, and has three children, viz: 
Lottie, Howard, and Frederick. 

Mr. Pfeuffer is a member of the I. O. O. F., K. of H., A. O. 
U. W. and Hoo-Hoo fraternities, and Democratic party. 

He has done good work for the party on the stump in his dis- 
trict; has been a delegate to various Democratic local conventions 
and all state conventions held in Texas since 1886: has for several 
terms been a member of the city council of New Braunfels, and 
in 1896 was made the Democratic nominee and elected to the 
Twenty-fifth Legislature. He is a member of the following House 
committees: Finance, Claims and Accounts, Penitentiaries, and 
Insurance, Statistics and History. 

He is particularly opposed to such proposed legislation as 
would prove objectionable to the German population of the state 
and the people of his district (largely settled by Germans) and 
favors the passage of all measures that promise real benefit to 
Texas. 



JOSEPH S. STROTHER, 

GARI^AND, 

Representative from the Seventy-third district, Dallas county, 
was born near Huntsville, Ala., August 22, 1836, the second of 
nine children, only one other of whom (Mrs. Ellen B. Crawford, 
of Fayetteville, Tenn) now survive, bom to Green B. and Mary 
E. (Smith) Strother. 

His father was born in North Carolina and was a merchant and 
planter tiear Huntsville, Ala., up to the time of his death, which 
occurred in 1872. 

His mother was a native of Georgia and died in Madison county 
Ala., in 1864. 

Joseph S. Strother came from Alabama to Galveston, Texas, 
in 1866; was in the commission business in that city lor one year 
and then moved to Dallas and took charge of the Dallas Male 
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Academy, of which he continued principal until the beginning of 
the late war; enlisted in the Confederate army at the beginning 
of hostilities as a private in Company C, Fifteenth Texas In- 
fantry; was detailed permanently, on account of defective vision, 
and served as clerk for Gen. S. B. Buckrier, in the ordinance de- 
partment until the end of the war and since that time has been 
engaged in farming near Garland in Dallas county. 

He was married December 23, 1858. near Hillsboro. Texas, to 
Miss Emily McCullough, of Mt. Sterling, Ky., and has five chil- 
dren, viz: Mrs. Mary McDonald, of Garland, Texas; Mrs. Han- 
nah Ashburn, of Greenville, Texas; Rev. William K., a preacher 
of the M. E.| Church, South, at Aubrey, Texas; Edwin B. a 
school teacher at Garland, and Archie, a lad sixteen years of 
age, now attending school at Garland, and one dead, Mrs. Cora 
I^e Willis. 

Mr. Strother is a member of the M. E. Church, South, and 
Knights of Honor fraternity. 

In the Twenty-fifth Legislature, he is a member of the follow- 
ing House committees: Education, Public Health and Vital 
Statistics, Public Buildings and Grounds and State Asylums. 

He is opposed to the Evans' assignment bill, now pending in 
the House, but would support a bill punishing failing debtors for 
fraudulently preferring creditors in making assignments, and favors 
redeeming in good faith the platform pledges made by the Demo- 
cratic party of Te^s at the state convention held at Fort Worth 
in 1896. He has always been a Democrat, has been a delegate to 
county, district and state conventions of his party held in the 
state since the war, and has stumped his district many times and 
contributed largely for the press in defense of Democratic princi- 
ples and nominees. He has served as County Commissioner and 
Justice of Peace in Dallas county and has for many years been a 
notary public in and for that county. 

The Democracy of Dallas county honored itself when it nomi- 
nated and elected him to represent the county upon the floor of 
the House of the Twenty-fifth Legislature. He is making a 
record that he can afford to stand by. 



ANDREW F. WOOD, 

COR SIC ANA, 

Representative from the Fifty-eight district, Navarro county, 
was born in Tallapoosa county, Alabama, September 8, 1844; en- 
tered Lineyille Academy. Ala., but before graduating left its 
walls to enlist in the Confederate army, in which he served as a 



119 

private soldier in Company I, Fourteenth Alabama Infantry, 
Wilcox's Brigade, with which he served until captured by the 
enemy on the 24th of May, 1864, and imprisoned at Elmira, N. 
Y. , where he remained until the close of the war. 

He was married December 11, 1866, to Miss Mary P. Lane, 
daughter of Rev, J. S. Lane, of Talladega, Ala. He courted his 
wife on the way to Texas and asked her to marry him on the 
levees of the Mississippi. They were married on the levee, on 
the east bank of Red River opposite Shreveport, La., came on to 
this state together and located in Navarro county. For fifteen 
years thereafter, Mr. Wood was engaged in farming and school 
teaching, since which time he has been in the cotton 
commission business at Corsicana. when not employed in the ser- 
vice of the people as a public ofl&cial. 

He was elected postmaster of Corsicana in 1886, Hon. R. Q. 
Mills, then Congressman from the district, having asked the 
people to signify their preference by that method and stated that 
he would have whoever they might choose appointed to the 
position by President Cleveland; served as postmaster for four 
years; was elected and served as Tax Assessor of Navarro 
county for two terms, extending from 1890 to 1894, and in 1896 
was nominated for and elected to his present seat in the Twenty- 
fifth Legislature by the Democracy of that county. H-e is a 
member of the following House committees: Internal Improve- 
ments, Revenue and Taxation, State Asylums, and Insurance 
Statistics and History, and Chairman of the Committee to visit 
and report upon the Orphans* Home at Corsicana and the North 
Texas Insane Asylum at Terrell, and also a member of the com- 
mittee to visit and report npon the Confederate Home. 

Mr. Wood is a member of the Baptist church. 



S. p. EVANS, 

VAN ALSTYNE, 



Representative from the Eighth district, Grayson county, was 
born in that county, September 18, 1859; graduated from Savoy 
College, at Savoy, Texas, in 1881 with the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts; graduated from Mahan^s Commercial College, at Cleburne, 
Texas, in 1882; taught school in Grayson county for ten years; 
since which time he has been in the real estate, insurance and 
loan business and owner and editor of the Van Alstyne News, at 
Van Alstyne, Texas. 

He has been a delegate to every Democratic state convention 
held in Texas, and minor conventions held in the districts in 
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which he resides, during the past ten years and both on the 
stump and through the columns of his paper, (one of the leading 
and best weekly newspapers in the state) has done good service 
for his party. 

He was married at Elmont, Texas, April 9, 1886. to Miss 
Laura B. Armor, daughter of James Armor, of Boonville, Miss., 
and has three children living, viz: Armor, Maggie A., and 
Gladys L- 

Mr. Evans is a member of the I. O. O. F. fraternity. 

He was elected to and served with distinction in the House of 
the Twenty -fourth Legislature and in 1896 was re-elected to the 
Twenty-fifth Legislature, in which body he is Chairman of the 
Committee on Insurance, Statistics and History and a member of 
the following committees: Privileges and Elections, Roads, 
Bridges and Ferries and Contingent Expenses. 

He has introduced a fee bill regulating the salaries of county 
oflttcials, a bill providing for a uniform system of text books for 
the public free schools, and several other bills that are attracting 
less attention. 



J. D. ALEXANDER, 

DE KALB, 

Representative from the First district, Bowie county, was born 
in that county, March, 17, 1861; acquired a good common school 
education and since reaching manhood has been engaged in farm- 
ing in Bowie county, where he has long been prominent in local 
affairs. 

He was married May 29, 1883, at Richmond Ark., to Miss 
Alice Lillian Carter, daughter of J. A. Carter of Bowiecounty, and 
has two living children: Henry H. and Virgil V. He is a mem- 
ber of the Free Will Baptist church and Democratic party. 

He has canvassed his district for Democracy in every political 
campaign that has been fought in Texas during the past twelve 
or fourteen years, has been a delegate to various Democratic 
conventions and in 1896 was nominated lor and elected to the 
House of the Twenty-fitth Legislature. He is a member of the 
following committees: Agricultural Affairs, State Asylums, In- 
surance, Statistics and History and Penitentiaries. 

Mr. Alexander has.introduced a bill providing for the payment 
of such mileage and attendance fees to special venire^men, sum- 
moned upon process of cpurt, as are now paid by law to witnesses 
and regular jurors; and other bills ot less importance. 

He is in favor of a government economically and efficiently ad- 
ministered, and will support every measure looking to that end. 
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PRESTON WALKER HENDERSON, 

ANONA, 

P. W. Henderson, Representative of the Fourth district, Red 
River county, was born at Cedar Springs, Spartanburg District, 
S. C, September 19, 1858. 

His parents were J. S. and Louise (Walker) Henderson. His 
father was a native of Tennessee and his mother of South Carolina. 
His father moved to Spartanburg, South Carolina, and 
married there. He was the founder of the South Caro- 
lina Institute for the Blind, which was at first a private institution, 
and acted as its principal until it was consolidated with the Deaf 
and Dumb Institute (established by his wife's father), and both 
passed under the state's control, since which time they have been 
surperseded by the South Carolina Institution for the Deaf, Dumb 
and Blind. His father died in 1873 and mother in 1896, at Cedar 
Springs, South Carolina. 

Mr. Henderson was educated at Woflford College, located at the 
town of Spartanburg, graduating therefrom in 1877 with the 
degree of B. A. He was selected to represent his class at com- 
mencement. The oration that he delivered on that occasion won 
for him golden encomiums and gave promise of the successes he 
has since achieved as a Democratic speaker before the people in 
the hotly contested political campaigns that have been fought 
since his arrival in Texas in 1878, On coming to this state he 
located at Anona, in Red River county, where he has since 
resided and is now principal of Swanville Academy, a mixed 
school of high reputation, and boasting an attendance of one hun 
dred and twenty pupils. Mr, Henderson has served on several 
occasions as chairman of county Democratic conventions in Red 
River county; contributed articles to the political department of 
the Clarksville Times, and in the campaign of 1896 did more than 
yeoman service for his party. 

He has few, if any, equals as a stump speaker and has main- 
tained himself with equal credit upon the floor of the House 
and taken rank among the ablest of his colleagues. 

July 27th, 1878, he was married to Miss Amelia Williams, 
daughter of Mr. Andrew Williams, a well-to do and highly 
respected farmer of Red River county. They have five children: 
William Earl, John Rutledge, Andrew Williams, Claud Houston, 
and Louise Bertha. Two of their children, William Preston, and 
Bertram, are deceased. 

Mr. Henderson wishes to see all the pledges contained in the 
Democratic platform redeemed by legislative enactments during 
the present session. Aside from these platform pledges, he is in 
favor of the state publishing its own text books for use in the 
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in this state twenty-five per cent of the gross proceeds realized by 
them from business done in Texas, etc., and several other im- 
portant bills, that are now pending. 



JOHN W. ROBBINS, 

VKRNON, 

Representative from the One Hundred and Third district, com- 
posed Wilbarger and Wichita counties was born in Talladega 
county, Ala., November 12, 1852; came to Texas in 1859 with 
his parents, Solomon and Amanda (Punderburg) Robbins, both 
now.deceased; acquired a good common school education; farmed 
for three years in Smith county, dealt in live stock there until 
1889, and then moved to Wilbarger county, where he has since 
been engaged in farming and stockraising. 

He was married at Tyler, Texas, October 21, 1877 to Miss 
Sarah J, Long, daughter of R. B. and Mrs. S. J. Long, of that 
place, and has five living children, viz: Johnnie Bell, Richard 
Brown, Leonard Archie, Horace Chilton and Walter Long Rob<> 
bins. Two chilren are deceased: Willie T. and Medicus Robbins. 

Mr, Robbins is a member or the M. E. Church, South, Ma- 
sonic fraternity and Democratic party. He has been a delegate 
to every state Democratic convention held in Texas during the 
past ten years, has often canvassed the portion of the state 
in which he resides, represented his district in the Twenty-fourth 
Legislature with marked credit, and in 1896 was renominated and 
re-elected to the Twenty- fifth Legislature. 

He is Chairman of the Committee on Public L^nds and Land 
Office and a member of the following committees: Internal Im^- 
provements, Finance, Stock and Stockraising, and Engrossed 
Bills. 

He has introduced four bills that have passed the House with- 
out a single amendment. One of these was the first (except that 
providing for the expenses of the Legislature) to become a law at 
the present session; one conforms the state to the national live- 
stock sanitary law; the second validates sales of detached and is- 
olated lands made to settlers in the west by the state under what 
is known as **Section22;*' the third transfers the unclaimed special 
tax fund in the state treasury to the available general revenue 
fund, the fourth, authorizes the Attorney General to institute 
to cancel the patents to four leagues of land set apart to Greer 
county which is now held as part of Oklahoma Territory. 
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R, H. WARD, 

AUSTIN, 

Representative from the Fiftieth district, Travis county, was 
born in Warrenton, Farquier county, Va., December 27, 1852 
the oldest of six children (all living) born to Dr. John and Mrs. 
Mary Grace Dalton (Hamilton) Ward, viz: R. H. Mrs. Mary 
Ward Shuster, Washington, D. C,; Berkley Ward, Columbus, 
Ohio; John S. Ward, Austin, Texas; Mrs, Hattie F. Perkins, 
Richmond Va., and H. C. Ward, Washington, D. C, 

Dr. John Ward, a Virginian by birth, was for fifteen years a 
surgeon in the United States navy; resigned in 1861 and entered 
the Confederate navy; served after the destruction of that navy, 
as a surgeon in the Confederate army until the final surrender; 
after the war retired to Warrenton, Va., and practiced there and 
Washington, D. C, commanding a large clienielie, until the time 
of his death at Warrenton, in 1885. 

Mrs. Mary Grace Dalton Ward was a daughter of Robert M. 
Hamilton, of Maryland, died at Washington, D. C., and was 
buried beside her husband at Warrenton, Va. 

R. H. Ward, graduated from Warrenton Academy in 1868 
lived at Buenos Ayres, Argentine PeDublic, from 1869 to 1871 
came to Texas in the latter year; lived one year at Galveston 
moved to Austin in 1872, and has since resided at that place, with 
the exception of six years spent at Burnet, Texas. He was ad- 
mitted to the bar at Austin, February 4, 1874, has since been 
actively engaged in practice there, and is now a member of the 
law firm of Ward & James. 

He was married at Austin, November 17, 1875, to Miss Annie 
DeCordova, daughter of P. DeCordova, since 1848 a leading bus- 
iness man, land agent and citizen at the state capital, and has 
four children; Louise, Grace, Addie and Robert H. Jr. 

He Has been a delegate to minor and nearly every Democratic 
state convention held in Texas since 1874; was a member of the 
city council of Austin in 1877-8, was United States Registrar In 
Bankruptcy for the Western district of Texas until the bank- 
ruptcy law was repealed; was Presidential Elector on the Clevc 
land ticket in 1892; has served as special Chief Justice of the Su- 
preme Court of Texas, special Associate Justice of the Court of 
Criminal Appeals and very frequently as special District Judge in 
various judicial districts of the state by appointment of one Gov- 
ernor and another and by election by members of the bar; since 
1874 has taken an active part on the stump for his party was one 
of the Representatives from Travis county in the Twenty-fourth 
Legislature; in that body was the author of the bill (now a law) 
prohibiting prize fighting a member of Judiciary Committee No. 
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1, and had second place on Judicary Committee No. 2, and in 189 
re-elected to the House of the Twenty-fifth Legislature. He is 
Chairman of Judiciary Committee No. 1, and a member of the 
following committees: State Affairs and Federal Relations. 

He has introduced the following bills: (1) To prevent 
bribery and corruption in elections, (2) doing away with 
technicalities in the trial of criminal cases— passed to enact* 
ment, (3) requiring parties in first application for continuances 
in civil cases to state what they expect to prove by their witnesses, 
(4) to permit husband and wife to testify in divorce cases, (5) re- 
pealing the law now in force and substituting for it a new election 
law and providing for an official form of ballot, (6) prescribing a 
form for recognizances in criminal cases — passed to enactment; 
other bills not attracting such general attention, and two joint res- 
olutions submitting amendments to the constitution validating 
bonds held by the school fund and individuals. At this session 
he has served as chairman of the special committee to invite Hon. 
W, J. Bryan, ot Nebraska, to address the House and escort him 
to the stand, and a member of the committee to notify the Senate 
that the House was organized and ready for business, and other 
important special committees. Administration leader, a man of 
wide experience, solid learning as a lawyer and true ability, he 
has exercised and is exercising a powerful influence in the com- 
mittee rooms and upon the floor of the House in shaping the 
course of legislation. 



JOHN n. LOGAN, 

TYLER. 

Judge J, M. Logan, who represents the Twenty third district, 
Smith county in the House of Representatives of the Twenty- fifth 
Legislature, was born at Parmingtown, Tennessee, on the 13th 
day of February, 1853. His parents were D. H. and Sallie Logan, 
of that state, descendants of two of the oldest families of 
Tennessee. 

Judge Logan attended local schools and completed his educa- 
tion at Ashburry (now Depaw) University, Ind., and came to 
Texas in 1875 and located at Tyler, where he has since been en* 
gaged in the practice of law. He was united in marriage to Miss 
Ellen Gibbs, at Tyler, Texas, June 6, 1877 (daughter of Judge S. 
B. Gibbs, of that city) and has two children, viz: Carrie and 
Sammie Logan. 

He was appointed County Jud«:^e of Smith county in 1879, 
served one term and was renominated for the office by the Demo- 
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cratic party; but, along with the rest of the ticket, was defeated. 
He continued actively in the practice of law until 1894, in which 
year he was elected to the House of Representatives of the 
Twenty-fourth Legislatute. In that session he took front rank 
among the ablest. In 1896 he was elected to the Twenty fifth 
Legislature, and at this session has taken a prominent part in the 
enactment of laws that have in view the interests of the people. 
He IS Chairman of the Committee on Treasurer's and Comptroller's 
Ofl&ces, and a member of following committees: Judiciary No. 2, 
Internal Improvements, State Affairs, Constitutional Amendments 
and Judicial Districts, also of a joint committee of the House and 
Senate on Judicial Districts. He has no pet measures, but favors 
carrying out the pledges contained in the last Democratic platform, 
in letter and spirit. He favors that economy in public affairs that 
will give the best and most efficient service without unnecessary or 
extravagant cost. He is opposed to the calling of a state constitu- 
tional convention, believing such a convention to be unnecessary; 
favors the retention of the state Revenue Agent and creating 
of the office of State Auditor so that there may be established a 
complete system of checks and balances, and the condition of the 
various state departments may be known without having to study 
the report issued by them. 

He is a member of the Cumberland Ppresbyterian church and 
Knights of Pythias and Knights of Honor fraternities. He is a 
good lawyer and is considered one of the capable men of the 
House. 



JAMES Q. WELCH, 

EL PASO, 

Representative from the Ninety sixth district, composed of 
El Paso, Presidio, Brewster, Jeff Davis, Buchel, Foley, Pecos, Val 
Verde, Kinney and Maverick counties, was born at Sbmerville, 
Ala., December 28, 1865, the third of seven children— five of 
whom now survive — born to Thomas C. Welch (a teacher and 
newspaper man) and Mrs. Mary C. (Fowler) Welch, (both born 
at Somerville, Ala.,) who are now residing at Santa Ana, Califor- 
nia. The four children, besides the subject of this notice, who 
are now living, are: Mrs. Alice L. Overshiner; Bessie, Stuart F., 
and Laura. Those deceased are Harrv W. and Thomas C, Jr. 

James G. Welch completed his education at the State University 
of Arkansas; had charge of a large orange ranch in California for 
two years, railroaded in Arizona for one vear; returned to Califor- 
uia; was an employe in the orange grove and mercantile business 
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there for two years; moved to El Paso, Texas, in 1888, and went 
into the service of the Sonthern Pacific Railway, and for several 
years past has heen a passenger conductor for that company. 

He has been a delegate to every Democratic state convention 
held in Texas during the past nine years, has canvassed his dis- 
trict in the interest of the party in every campaign since 1888, and 
in 1896 was nominated for and elected to the House of the Twen- 
ty-fifth Legislature, in which body he is a member of the following 
committees: Contingent Expenses, Penitentiaries, Irrigation, 
Labor, and Engrossed Bills. 

He has introduced a bill to prohibit the blacklisting of employes 
by railway or other corporations; a bill designed to raise the 
standard of efficiency required of conductors, engineers, etc., and 
several bills of less importance. 

He is a member of the M. E. Church, South, and Order of Rail<^ 
road Conductors 

Mr. Welch was united in marriage to Miss Beulah I. Patton, 
daughter of Mrs Jennie Irene Patton, of Fayettesville, Ark., at 
Santa Ana, California, December 29, 1882, a cultured and charm- 
ing lady who presides over his El Paso home with true Southern 
g'ace. 

Well educated, possessed of superior mental endowments, and a 
wide-awake, broad minded, progressive man, devoted te the wel- 
fare of his adopted state, he is not only representing his portion 
of West Texas faithfnlly and ably, but as a member is working, 
^ ithout regard to sectional lines, for the good of all Texas. 



W. L. McQAUQHEY, 

TOI^AR, 

Representative rrom the Eightieth district composed of Hood, 
Parker and Tarrant counties; member of the Houee of Represen- 
tatives of the Nineteenth, Twentieth and Twenty-first Le8:isla* 
tnres from what was then the Fortieth district (Hood, Erath, 
Bosque and Somervell counties), and Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office of Texas from 1890 to 1894, was born in Law- 
rence county, Ala., February 26, 1837; graduated from the La 
Grange, (Ala ) Military College; enlisted In the Confederate 
army in 1861 as a private in the Sixteenth Alabama Infantry; 
was elected Lieutenant of his company; was. wounded in the 
head at Shiloh, in the right side at Murfreesboro, and through the 
heel of the right foot at Chicamauga; the latter wound unfitting him 
for infantry joined the Fifth Alabama Cavalry and served a sits Ad- 
jutant^ whh the rank of Major, until the close of the war; mar* 
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ried Miss Aurie A. Robbins, at Dickson, Ala., December 20, 1865, 
and has two children: Lee and John McGaughey; movrd to Texas 
in 1869; lived for three years in Van Zandt county, and then 
moved to Ho- d county where he has >ince resided and has for 
many years been a prosperous farmer and stockraiser and influ- 
ential and leading citizen. 

He taught school in Alabama and Texas during ten years of 
his life and for two years was professor of languages at Thorp 
College, Texas. 

He is a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian church. Ma- 
sonic fraternity and Farmer's Alliance. In the House of the 
Twenty-fifth Legislature he is Chairman of the Committee on 
Education, and a member of the following committees: Consti- 
tutional Amendments and Lands and Land Office and Rules. 

Col. McGaughey has been a tower of Democratic strength in his 
district for more than twenty five years, has never been defeated 
when a candidate for any office, and has retained throughout 
his career the unbroken confidence, and support of the people 
among whom his life has been spent in Texas — and esteem that 
he has repaid by faithful public ser ice. 



THOHAS S. GARRISON, 

TIMPSON, 

Representative from the Thirty-Third district, Shelby and Sa- 
bine counties, was born in Cam 11 county, Ga., June 17, 1^37; 
completed his education at Carrollton College, Ga,, served in the 
Confederate aimy through the late war as a soldier in Glenn's 
Battalion of Cavalry, moved to Hays county, Texas in 1867; 
farmed there for "two years; merchandised at Caledonia, Rusk 
county, for fiiteen years, and then moved to Timpson where he 
has since continued in the mercantile business. Besides his con*- 
nection with other interests he is now vice president and owns a 
majority of the stock of the M. T. & S. P. R. R. Co. 

He was marHed at Bowden, Ga., June 10, 1860, to Mibs Lizzie 
Avery, daughter of the late William Avery, of Mount Pleasant, 
Texas. Five childien have been born of this union. 

Mr. Garrison is a member of the M, E. Churchy South, Masonic 
and Knights of Honor fraternities, and Democratic party. He 
was a delegate to the general conferences of his church held at 
Richmond Va,, in 1886, St Louis, Mo., in 1890, and Memphis, 
Tenn, in 1894; was Deputy District Grand Mabter of Masons from 
1888 to 1891; was Supreme Representative to the Supreme Lod^ie of 
the Knights of Honor at Cleveland, Ohio, in 1887, and Indian- 
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opolis, Ind., in 1888; has been a delegate to minor and all Demo- 
cratic state state convention held in Texas during the past ten 
years, has done much eflPective work for his party on the stump, 
and in 1896, as the Democratic nominee,was elected to the Twenty- 
fifth Legislature, over a Populist candidate, by a flattering ma*- 
jority He is Chairman of the House Committee on Appropria- 
tions (one of the most impoitant of aHthe committees — a position 
involving great labor), and a member of the Revenue and Taxa- 
tion committee. 



J. D. RUDD, 

WASKOM, 



Representative from the Twenty-Second (Flotorial) district, 
Harrison and Gregg counties, and, prior to this session a member 
of the House of the Twenty-second, Twenty third and Tweniy- 
fourth Legislatures, in which bodies he was chairman and mem- 
ber of important committees and distinguished himself as an able, 
painstaking and patriotic law-maker, was born at Newberry, S. 
C, February 17, 1840, one of a family of children born to 
Daniel and Elizabeth G. (Davenport) Rudd, connected by lineage 
and marriage with >ome ot the best families of the South, both 
deceased; when seventeen years of age moved to Texas, bringing 
with him twenty five or thirty negroes given him by his father, 
and settled near Waskom, in Harrison county, where he has since 
resided and now owns some fine agricultural property and a large 
Jersey and blooded stock farm, which is well known throughout 
the United States and enjoys a reputation second to none; served 
in the Confederate army through the war between the states in 
Company G, Fourteenth Tex is Cavalry, Ector's Brigade, Army of 
Tennessee, and participated in the engagements from Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, to Atlanta, Georgia, receiving a severe wound at 
Altoona Mountains that disabled him from active duty in the field 
for several months; during the last two years of the war was First 
Lieutenant of Company G: in 1865 was united in marriage to 
Miss Leonora Hill, one of the most highly accomplished, gifted, 
and best connected ladies of Hairison ^ounty, who now graces his 
elegant and hospitable home; did as much as any other man in 
Harrison county to overthrow scalawag and negro rule and estab- 
lish the good local pogernment which has since been maintained; 
was a member of the County Commissioners Court in 1878-188^, 
Tax Assessor in 1880-82 and from that time until elected to the 
Twenty-second Lei>i>lature in 1890 was almost continuously a 
member of the County Commissioners Court of Harrison county 
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— entering upon his service as commissioner with scrip worth only 
fifteen cents on the dollar and retiring therefrom with it at par. 

In the Twenty-fifth Legislature he is Chairman of the House 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and a member of the 
committees on Constitutional Amendments, Rules, Judicial Dis^ 
tricts, Stock and Stockraising, and Towns and City Corporations. 

A. Democrat thoroughly in sympathy with the principles and 
purposes of his party, familiar with the needs of the state, a gen- 
uine lover of his country and devoted to the interests of a people 
struggling to perfect and reap the benefits of free government by 
just and equal laws, experienced in legislation, and a brave heart- 
ed, broad-minded and able man, he has worked in this, as in all 
former sessions, for the good, not only of the people of his imme- 
diate section, but the state at large. 

During the course of bis eventful life his manhood and patriot- 
ism have been, in peace and war, and under many trying circum- 
stances put severely to, and stood the test. There is no reprsent- 
ative position that he would not adorn — however wide the arena, 
however sacred the trust confided and however important the 
duties to be performed. 

He is a member of the Masonic fraternity and has taken several 
of the highest degrees in that order. 



WILLIAH W. DIES, 

KOUNTZR. 

Representative from tne Thirty sixth district, composed of 
Hardin, Tyler, Jefferson, Orange, Chambers and Liberty counties, 
was born in Jackson Parish, La., October 10, 1867; completed his 
literary education at the High School at Fairfield; taught school 
in Freestone county, Texas, and in the Indian Territory for six 
years; edited the Groveton Enterprise and read law at leisure 
moments, and in 1893 was admitted to the bar at Groveton, Texas, 
since which time he has been engaged in the practice of his pro- 
fession at Kountze, in Hardin county. 

He has been a delegate to the Democratic county and district 
conventions held during the past four years, stumped his district 
and worked zealously and effectively for party supremacy. 

He is Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed Bills, and a 
member of the following committees: Judiciary No. 1, Privileges 
and Elections, and Contingent Expenses. 

Mr. Dies has introduced a joint resolution providing for an 
amendment to the state constitution, under the terms of which, 
if the resolution is passed and the amendment adopted by a popu- 
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lar vote, the Courts of Civil Appeals now existing, will be abol- 
ished, the number of Supreme Judges be increased to 9, and their 
term of office to ten years, the Supreme Court to be divided into 
three sections (A, B, and C), the first of which will have jurisdic- 
tion of appeals in all suits involving title to land, the next of cases 
to which corporations are parties, and the third of cases not other- 
wise provided for; a Court of Civil Appeals, consisting of three 
judges be established with final jurisdiction in all cases over 
which the county court has original or appellate jurisdiction; and 
the Court of Criminal Appeals be left unaflfected, except in this, 
that the judijes thereof will, as provided for the judges of the 
Surreme Court, hold their offices for terms of ten years and each 
receive a salary of 83,000 per annum. He has, also, introduced 
other bills of less importance. 



THOMAS BESTOR WILLIAMS, 

WAXAHACHIE, 

Representative from the Sixty- eighth district, Ellis county, was 
born in Kemper county. Miss., November 24. 1861; moved to 
Texas in 1873 with his parents Thomas A. and Ellen E, Williams; 
completed his literary education at Nash Institute, at Nash, Texas; 
farmed for several years in Ellis county after leaving school; was 
admitted to the bar in 1895, and since that time has been engaged 
in the practice of law at Waxahachie, 

He is a member of the Old School Presbyterian J church and 
Knights of Pythias, Knights of Honor and Woodmen of the World 
fraternities. 

He was married in Ellis county, October 21, 188o, to Miss 
Blanche Sat terfield, daughter of Joseph Satterfield, of Dover, 
Tenn., and has three children- Howard, eight; Horace, four, 
and Lorine, two years of age. 

He is an active Democratic worker, has been a delegate to 
numerous local and state Democratic conventions since attaining 
his majority and has often canvassed his section of the state in 
the interest of his party. 

He is Chairman of the Committee on Internal Improvements, 
member of the following regular House committees: Judiciary No. 
1, Privileges and Elections, and Judicial Districts, and the special 
committee to investigate the Text Book question and make recom- 
mendations to the House and Senate regarding the same. When 
Hon. W. J- Bryan visited Austin he was a member of the special 
committee to invite him to address the House and to escort him 
to the stand. 

He was a member of the Twenty-lourth I^egtslature. In that 
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body he was Chairman of the Committee on Agricultural Affairs, 
author of the ''Johnson Grass Bill/' now a law on the statute 
books, and had charge of the bill abolishing teachers' permanent 
certificates, which also became a law. 

At the present session he favors the passage of equitable assign- 
ment and fee. bills and the carrying out of other Democratic plat- 
form demands and has been one of the workers to that end. 



JOHN T. CURREY, 

CANTON, 

Representative from the One Hundredth district. Van Zandt 
county, was born in Harrodsburg, Ky , October 28, 1837, at which 
place his parents located shortly after coming to America from 
England in 1835. 

His father, Mr. John Currey, was a manufacturer of rope and 
bagging at Harrodsburg where he died in 1863; his mother, Mrs. 
Delia Currey died at that place in 1866. 

John T. Cufrey worked in his father's factory; married Miss 
Elizabeth McBrayer, in Anderson county, Ky,, January 16, 1861, 
and began life on his own account as a farmer; merchandised at 
Danville, Ky., from 1865 to 1876, and since that time has been 
exclusively engaged in faiming, first in Kentucky atd later in 
Van Zandt county, Texas, to which county he moved in 1879. 

Eight children have been born to him, six of whom are now 
living and reside in Van Zandt county, 

Mr. Currev is a member of the M. E. Church, South, and Ma- 
sonic fraternity. 

He has attended various local and state Democratic conventions 
and has canvassed his district and delivered speeches in adjoining 
counties in the interest of Democracy on many occasions. 

He was elec ed from Van Zandt county (then the Eighth dis- 
trict) to and served in the House of the Twentieth, Twenty-second 
and Twenty-third Legislatures and in 1896 was elected to his 
present seat in the Twenty fifth Legislature. The state having 
been redistticted, Van Zandt county is now the One Hundredth 
Representative district. 

He is Chairman of the Committee on Revenue and Taxation 
and a member of the following cjramittees: Internal Improve* 
ments, Finance, Roads, Bridges and Ferries and Irrigation. 

He believes in as economical an administration of the state 
government as is c^insistent with the efficiency of the public ser- 
vice; the establishment of state banks on a specie redemption 
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basis, and the passage of laws to more thoroughly eqaip the 
public schools with charts, maps, globes and other apparatus 
needed in imparting instruction. 



JOHN F. REIQER, 

DAI,I,AS. 

Representative from the Seventy-Third district, Dallas county, 
was born in Monroe county, N. Y., March 23, 1858; left home 
when 13 years of a^e; learned the cigar trade; at 17 engaged in the 
cigar business in Elkhart county, Ind. ; failed in 1876; paid all of his 
debts and had $2 left; traveled over many states of the Union in 
searca of work, only finding occasional jobs, suffering all kinds 
of hardships, and often foot sore and heart sore; arrived in Texas 
in 1877; worked on a farm; secured employment at his trade; 
saved his earnings, and in the early part of 1879 went into the 
sheep business with his brother, George J. Reiger, who preceded 
him by a few months, to Texas, their flock consisting of 280 head 
of sheep; sold 10,000 head in 1882; was in the general stock bus- 
iness in Mexico and^ Texas from that time until 1890, and then 
sold out and moved irom Johnson county to Dallas where he es- 
tablished the La Trinidad Cigar Factory, now operated by Henry 
& Reiger. 

Mr. Reiger was married at Gatesville, Coryell county, Texas, 
on the 28th of August, 1890, to Miss Addie Elizabeth Rice, 
daughter of John Rice of Hamilton county, this state, and has 
three children, viz: John Royal Bessie Marie, and Gregory Carl 
Reiger. 

Mr. Reiger is a member of the Masonic and I. O. O F. frater^ 
nities. He represented Dallas county with marked ability in the 
House of the Twenty- fourth Legislature and was renominated by 
the Democracy of that county and re-elected to the Twenty-fifth 
Legislature. He is not a professional politician, never asked a 
man to vote for him and never spent a dollar or canva<5sed a day 
to secure any position for himself, but has spent both money and 
time in the interest of his party. 

He is Chairman of the Committee on Towns and City Corpor- 
ations and a member of the foUowine committees: Revenue and 
Taxation, Finance, Internal Improvements, and Labor. 

He favors legislation that will promote the commercial and in- 
dustrial development of the state to the end that the money now 
sent abroad to pay manufacturers may be kept at home to aid in 
the solid upbuilding of Texas. 
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J. B. HILL, 

Representative from the Eighty fourth district, Gonzales 
county, was born in Gonzales county, Texas, March 30, 1860; 
finished his education at Goliad (Texas) College in 1880; worked 
on his father's farm and stock ranch until 1884; trom that time 
until 188t) was in the stock business in Tom Grieen county on his 
own account; bee:an reading law in the office of T. S. Archer, at 
Tilden, Texas, in 1885, and in 1886, was admitted to the bar, 
since which time he has been engaged in the practice of his pro- 
fession at Waelder 

He was married at that place on the 16th of May 1890 to Miss 
Sallie Miller, daughter of R. L. Miller, of Waelder, and neice of 
ex-Congressman, James F. Miller, of Gonzales, and has two chil- 
dren: Clara, five, and Mary, three years of age. 

Mr. Hill is a member of the Baptist church and Knights of 
Pyihias fraternity. 

He is a member of the regular 16 to 1 Democracy, was Chair- 
man of the Democratic Executive Committee of Gonzales county 
in 1878-80, has been a delegate to local Democratic conventions 
and nearly every Democratic state convention held in Texas since 
1886, and has taken an active part in county and district politics. 

He is a member of the following committees: Education, 
Commerce and Manufactures, Public Printing, Public Debt, and 
Stock and Stockraising. 



B. Q. NEIGHBORS, 

SAN MARCOS, 

Representative from the Ninety-eighth district, composed of 
Hays, Blanco, Comal and Gillespie counties, was born in Cumberland 
couDty, Ky , January 9, 1854; graduated from the Glasgow, (Ky.) 
Normal School in 1879; moved to Texas and taught school in 
Caldwell county for two years; read law in the office of WooN 
ridge & Fisher, at Austin; was admitted to the bar at Lockhart 
in 1881; was County Attorney of Caldwell county from 1882 to 
1884, and then moved to San Marcos, in Hays county, where he 
has since been engaged in the practice of his profes*<ion. He was 
appointed County Attorney of Hays county in 1885; was elected 
to the office in 1886; resigned in 1887, his private business re- 
quiring his undivided attention: was elected and served as County 
Judge for two terms (1890 4) and in 1896 was elected to the House 
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of the Twenty-fifth Legislature, in which body he is a member of 
the following committees: State Asylums, Public Build 
ings and Grounds and Examination of Comptroller's and Treas- 
urer's OflBces. 

He was married at Kyle, Texas, September 6, 1888, to Miss 
MoUie Moore Hubbard, daughter of Miller Hubbard, of Bastrop 
county, and has three children: Bessie, Adeline F. and Mary Trigg. 

Mr. Neighbors is a member of the Baptist church and the 
Democratic party. 

He has never been a very active politician, but has spoken on 
the stump in his county at various times and, ot course, in the 
campaign of 1896 made a thorough canvass of the Ninety-eighth 
district — a telling and winning fight for Democracy. A well 
grounded and experienced lawyer and excellent speaker, he is 
taking an active part in the work of the^ session. 



L. D. HILL, M. D.. 

WBBBBRVII.I,E, 

Representative from the Fiftieth district, Travis county, was 
born in Sevier county, Tenn., January 10, 1829; acquired a good 
preparatory education in the common schools of Alabama, and 
entered and would have graduated from the University of that 
state but for the fact that failing health compelled him, in 1845, 
to discontinue his studies; moved to Bastrop county, Texas, with 
his mother and other members of the family in 1847; afterwards 
entered the University of Louisiana, graduated from the medical 
department of that institution in 1853. and since that time has 
been actively engaged in the practice of his profession at Webber- 
ville, in Travis county. 

He served throughout the war between the states as a member 
ot Company B., Fourth Texas Infantry, Hood's Brigade, Army 
of Northern Virginia, the greater part of the time in the medical 
department, by order of General Hood. 

He has been twice married: First, in Travis county, June 20, 
1855, to Miss Sarah Ann Duty, who died at WebberviUe, March 
22. 1886, leaving three children; and second, to Miss Kate S. Tay^ 
lor, of Stafford county, Va., at WebberviUe, March 20, 1889, where 
she was then visiting friends. 

Dr. Hill is a member of the M E. Church, South, Masonic fra- 
ternity, Travis County Medical Association, State Medical Asso- 
ciation, and Democratic party. 

He has been a delegate to all Democratic conventions held in 
Travis county, and nearly every Democratic state convention held 
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in Texas, since the war; has always been a Democrat; has worked 
with his people and in conventions in the interest of his party, 
but has not stumped his district as regular politicians do, and 
never ran for or held a public office until nominated for and 
elected to the House of Representatives of the Twenty-fifth Leg-* 
islature, an honor conferred upon him without solicitation upon 
his part. He is a member of the following House committees: 
Finance, Towns and City Corporations, Public Buildings and 
Grounds, State Asylums, and Public Health and Vital Statistics. 
He has, with the other representative from Travis county (Hon. 
R. H. Ward), introduced ten bills that have passed to enactment. 
One of these authorizes the people of the city of Austin to elect a 
set of commissioners to have control of and operate the city water 
and light plant; and another makes each member of the county 
commissioners' court of Travis county superintendent of the pub- 
lic roads in his precinct with a salary of $300 per annum, and 
otherwise regulates and empowers said court. 



JAMES n. DORROH. 

BIG SANDY, 

Representative from the Twenty-fifth district, composed of 
Upshur and Camp counties, was born in Noxubee county, Miss. , 
December 3, 1844; acquired a good common school education; en* 
listed in the Confederate army as a private in Company C, Forty- 
fifth Mississippi Infantry; was promoted to First Sergeant of the 
company, and surrendered at the close of the war under General 
Joseph Johnson at High Point, N. C; farmed in Noxubee county 
until 1870; came to Texas in that year; farmed for twelve months 
in Grimes county; afterwards merchandised at Reagan, in Palls 
county, until 1876, and then moved to Big Sandy in 1878, where 
he has since been engaged in the mercantile business. 

He was married August 19, 1878 at Meridian, Miss , to Miss 
Sarah P. Durham, daughter of C. A. Durham of that place, and 
has three children living and one deceased, viz: Cameron D. , J as. 
M, Jr., and Corinne (living), and Pearl, who died at the age of 12 
years. 

Mr. Dorroh is a member of the Baptist church and Democratic 
party He has been at various times since coming of age a dele^ 
gate to Democratic county, district and congressional conventions; 
has done much effective work for his party as a local organizer; 
served us school trustee and has been tendered other official posi- 
tions but alwavs declined the latter until nominated for and elected 
to the House of Representatives of the Twenty«»fifth Legislature — 
an honor that he accepted but did not seek. He is a member of 
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the following House committees: Lands and Land Office, Com- 
merce and Manufactures, Mining and Minerals, and State Asylums. 
He is supporting the passage of certain bills, now pending, framed 
in response to Democratic platform demands, but beyond their 
enactment, is mainly interested in preventing vicious and unnec- 
essary legislation. 



WILLIAM C. McKAflY, Jr. 

DAI<I.AS, 

Representative from the Seventy-third district, Dallas county, 
was born in that county June 26, 1861; graduated from the South- 
western University, at Georgetown. Texas, in 1885 with the 
degree of Master of Arts, and in 1887 from the law department of 
the Texas University, since which time he has been actively 
engaged in practice at Dallas, where he is now a member of the 
law firm of McKamy & Hawkins. 

He is a member of the Knights of Pythias fraternity and a 
charter member of Georgetown chapter of the Kappa Alpha college 
society, the first Greek letter organization established at that place. 

He has been a delegate to nearly every Democratic state con- 
vention since 1888 and minor Democratic conventions and has 
stumped his district and other portions of North Texas in the 
interest of his party. 

He is a member of the following House committees: Judiciary 
No. 1, Roads, Bridges and Ferries, Rules, and Federal Relations. 

He favors the passage of a law to prevent fraudulent assign- 
ments, and a fee bill equitable alike to the officers and people, but 
is opposed to any radical change that would iiiipair the efficiency 
of the public service; tavors liberal appropriations for the support 
of the University and public schools, and believes in encouraging 
by law the establishment of manufactories and the enactment of 
all liberal legislation that will have a tendency toward the devel- 
opment of the state's resources. 



A. J. BELL, 

KARNES CITY. 



Representative from the Eighty eighth district, Karnes, Wilson,. 
Atascosa and Live Oak counties, was born in Leon county, Texas, 
August 25, 1867, the eldest of nine children (eight of whom are 
now living) born to Francis W. Bell, a farmer and native of Ten^ 
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nessee, who came to Texas in 1833, located in Austin's Colony, 
was Captain in Dashler's Brigade, Cleburne's Division, Hardee's 
Corps, Army of Tennessee, and commanded four and five compan- 
ies in several important battles, during the late war, and is now 
residing in Leon county, and Mrs. Jane (Dodson) Bell. 

A. J. Bell acquired a good English education in the common 
schools, read law in the office of Bell & Shelburne, at Bellville, 
Texas; was admitted to the bar there in 1891 ; pJacticed in Leon 
county one year and then, in 1892, moved to Karnes City, where 
he has since resided; served a term as County Attorney of Karnes 
county by appointment, and is a now a member of the law firm of 
Graves & Bell. 

He has been a delegate to all Democratic state conventions 
since coming of age; was Chairman of the Democratic Executive 
Committee of Karnes county in 1896, and has stumped his 
district for the party in every campaign since 1891. 

He is a member of the following House committees: Judiciary 
No. 1, Internal Improvements, Judicial Districts, and Commerce 
and Manufactures. 

At this session he has introduced a bill to set aside 100,000 acres 
of the public domain ior the Prairie View Normal School, and 
several other bills of less importance, and has taken an active part 
in the work of legislation. 

He is a member of the Baptist church and Knights of Pythias 
fraternity. 



JOHN H. BOYD, 

CI.KBURNE. 



Representative of the Sixty-ninth district, Johnson county, was 
bom in Lawrence, S. C, vlarch 30, 1846; ran away from school 
at fifteen years of age and enlisted in the Confederate army as a 
private in the Third South Carolina regiment; was later trans- 
ferred to the Fourteenth South Carolina regiment; served with it 
for a while as Orderly Sergeant and then, with three others, was 
selected from the command and attached to a battalion of sharp- 
shooters with which he remained until captured at the battle of 
Petersburg, Va., and carried as a prisoner of war to Hart's Island, 
New York; upon being released after the final surrender of the 
Confederate forces, made his way back to his home in South 
Carolina, and about a year later, August 16, 1866, was united in 
marriage to Miss Elizabeth (Curtis) Boyd. 

Nine children have been born to them, viz: Zelotes, deceased; 
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Zula, now Mrs. Garrison; Kate, now Mrs. I^ovelady; John, Allen 
Ella, deceased; Jostel, Curtis and Moss. 

Mr. Boyd served an apprenticeship as a mechanic, moved to 
Grand View, Johnson county, Texas, in 1876; was thereafter 
engaged in the family grocery business at that place. Having 
been elected justice of the peace, he discontinued the grocery 
business; served as justice of the peace until 1882; in the latter 
year was elected shenflf of Johnson county; was re-elected sheriff 
in 1884, 1886, and 1888, and in 1890, at the expiration of his fourth 
term was elected mayor of the city of Cleburne, but declined re- 
election. 

He has atttended local and state conventions, often canvassed 
his county in support of Democratic principles and nominees and 
for the past four yea'^s has been Chairman of the County Demo^ 
cratic Executive committee of Johnson county. He has never 
been defeated for an office, is one of the most popular men in his 
section, and at the election in November, 1896, was elected to the 
Twenty-fifth Legislature by a handsome majority. He is a mem- 
ber of the following House committees: State Affairs, Contingent 
Expenses, County Government and County Finance, and Labor, 
and also a member of the sub committee that visited the peniten* 
tiaries and convict farms. 

He favors legislation that will compel foreign corporations doing 
business in Texas to pay their just proportion of Taxes; an assign- 
ment law that will protect all creditors from fraudulent assign- 
ments, and the enactment of laws that will have a tendency to 
prevent minors from growing up lo be gamblers, horse-racers or 
profligates of any kind. 

Mr. Boyd is a successful farmer and stockraiser and is a member 
of the Missionary Baptist church, and Masonic, Knights of 
Pythias, Knights of Honor and Woodmen of the World fraternities. 



OLIVER T. MAXWELL, 

CISCO, 

Representative from the Eighty-first district, composed of 
Eastland and Palo Pinto counties, was born at Lone Jack, Mo., 
January 11, 1869; acquired a good English education at the acad- 
emy in his native town; worked on a farm; served an apprentice- 
ship in a drug store at Belton, Mo. ; was in the drug business on 
his own account at Odessa, Mo. , from 1879 to 1883, and in the 
latter year moved to Cisco, Eastland county, Texas, where he is 
now the proprietor of a large wholesale and retail drug establish- 
ment. 

He has been twice married. His first marriage was at Ilyria, 
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Ohio, in 1883, to Miss Cora Wolcott, who bore him three chiW 
dren: Ida, Oliver and Cora Maxwell, and died at Cisco in 1891, 
and his second in 1892 in Howard county. Mo., to Miss Alpha 
Moss, his present wife. 

Mr. Maxwell is a member of the Presbyterian church and Ma* 
sonic and Knights of Pythias Fraternities. 

He was Chairman of the Democratic Bi metalic organization 
for the Twenty-eighth Senatorial district in the campaign of 1896 
and made a thorough canvass of that district in the interest of 
the national ticket, and, incidentally, of the Eighty first Repre- 
sentative district in the interest of his candidacy for election to 
the Twenty-fifth I^egislature. He was elected by a flattering 
majority. He is a member of the following House committees: 
Finance, Judicial Districts, State AflFairs, and Privileges and 
Elections. 



JULIAN C. FIELD, M. D., 

DBNISON, 

Representative from the Eighth district, Grayson county, was 
born in Pulaski county, Tenn., July 15, 1841; completed his lit- 
erary education at St. John's College, at Little Rock, Ark ; grad- 
uated from the medical department of the University of Louisiana, 
at New Orleans, in 1861 ; at once entered the Confederate army 
as Assistant Surgeon; was promoted to the rank of Surgeon and 
made Medical Purveyor on the staff of Gen. S. B. Maxey for the 
military district including the Indian Territory, and as such was 
in charge of the medical stores of the district until the close of the 
war; after the surrender practiced medicine at Fort Smith, Ark., 
for eight years and then (in 1872) moved to Denison, Texas, 
where he has since been engaged in the practice of his profession. 

Dr. Field was united in marriage to Miss Susan McClain, of 
Missouri, at Whitesboro, Texas. June 18, 1874, and has two living 
children: Mary and Julian C. 

He is a member of the Eoiscopal church, Masonic fraternity, 
and Democratic party. 

He has been a delegate to nearly every Democratic state con- 
vention held in Texas since 1872, was an alternate delegate to the 
national Democratic convention of 1892, and locally has done a 
great deal of effective work for his party through the columns of 
the press and on the stump. 

He is a member of the following House committees: Education 
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Public Health and Vital Statistics, Penitentiaries, and Towns and 
City Corporations. 

A bill of his, restoring the forfeited charter rights of railway- 
companies, has passed to enactment, and two others (one regulate 
ing the practice of medicine and surgery and the other against 
monopolies and trusts) have been reported favorably by the com- 
mittees to which they were referred. 



NATHANIEL H. TRACY, 

ROCKDAI.E, 

Representative from the Sixty-second district, Milam county, 
was born in Whitfield county, Ga., April 3, 1842; acquired a 
good English education; cltrked in his father's store, first in 
Whitfield county, Ga., and afterwards in Fulton county. Ark., up 
to the beginning of the war between the states; enlisted in the 
Confederate army as a soldier in Company A., Fourteenth Arkan- 
sas Infantry, and at the close of hostilities was Captain of the 
company, at that time a part of Fristoe's regiment; alter the war 
farmed and merchandised in Arkansas until 1868; moved to Da- 
villa, Milam county, Texas, in that year; continued mer- 
chandising there until 1874, and afterwards at Rockdale until ad 
mitted to the bar in 1882, since which time he has been actively 
and succesh fully engaged in the practice of law at that place. 

Capt. Tracy has been twice married: First, in Fulton county, 
Ark., on the 31st of December, 1860, to Miss Malvina Herron, 
who died at Rockdale, Texas, in 1874, and, second, in 1875 to 
Miss S. E. Pipes, of Greensburg, La. 

Seven children were born to him by his first wife, two of whom 
are now living; and five by his present marriage, four of whom 
are now living. 

Capt. Tracy is a member of the Christian church and Masonic 
fraternity. 

He has been a deleg^ate to various local Democratic conventions 
and to nearly every Democratic state convention held in Texas 
since 1868, has for the past four years been Chairman of the Dem- 
ocratic executive committee of Milam county, has at all times 
been a vigorous worker, on and off the stump, for his party's 
principles and nominees. 

In the House of the Twenty-fifth Legislature he is a member of 
the following committees: Judiciary No. 1, and Claims and 
Accounts. 

He believes in the redemption of all platform pledges made by 
the Democracy of the state in the late campaign, and has intro^ 
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duced several bills looking to that end; and an assignment bill 
allowing honest preferences, a bill to make it a penitentiary 
offense for banks to receive deposits when in a failing condition; 
and a bill requiring all suits involving $250 or less to be brought 
in the county in which the defendant resides. 



FREDERIC n. QILBOUQH. 

GALVESTON, 

Representative from the Thirty-ninth district, Galveston county, 
was born in Chester county, Pa., July 7, 1855, the second of five 
children (four of whom survive) born to James M. Gilbough (one 
of the organizers and first president of the Produce Exchange of 
Philadelphia and now a retired merchant in that city) and Mrs. 
Annie (Woodward) Gilbough, daughter of Moses Woodward, of 
Chester county. Pa., now living at Philadelphia. 

Frederic M. Gilbough completed his education at the Northwest 
Grammar School and Hastings Maatua Academy, Philadelphia, 
graduating from the latter institution in 1873; after leaving school 
clerked in his father's wholesale comnaission house until 1878; 
was a prospector and miner at Leadville, Colo. , from 1878 to 1880; ' 
was in the employ of the Denyer & Rio Grande Railway Co., in 
New Mexico, until 1881 ; afterwards clerked for the Texas & Pacific 
Railway Company, at Colorado City, Texas, until October, 1881; 
was then agent for that company at Cisco until April, 
188'2, and was then appointed traveling livestock agent for the 
Missouri Pacific Railway Company, in Texas, which included all 
the Gould lines, and served as such, with headquarters at San An- 
tonio, until 1884; was then appointed traveling livestock agent 
for the Wabash Railway Company, in Texas and the Indian Ter~ 
ritory, with headquarters at Fort Worth; held that position until 
May, 1986; then accepted the position of chief clerk in the oflSce 
of the Land and Tax Commissioner of the Gulf, Colorado & Santa 
Fe Railway Company; remained in that position until October, 
1896, at which time he was appointed Land and Tax Commissioner 
for the company, and has since held that position. August 12» 
1896, he was elected a member of the board of directors of the 
Gulf, Colorado 8c Santa Fe Railway Company, and m September 
following was elected a director of the Southern Kansas Railway 
Company, (part of tlie Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe system) and 
has since so remained. 

He was married at Fort Worth, Texas, September 7, 1886, to 
Miss Mary Hallinan, daughter of Mrs. Ellen Hallinan of that 
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cit)', and has three children: Nellie A., Frederic M. and Fayette. 

In Masonry he has taken all the degrees from the first to the 
thirty-third, inclusive; is a member of Tucker Lodyje No. 297, A. 
F. and A. M., San Felipe de Austin Chapter No. 1. R. A. C, San 
Felipe de Austin Commandery No. 1, K. T., San Felipe Lod^eof 
Perfection No. 1, A. A. S. R., L. M. Oppenheimer Chapter Rose 
Croix; in December, 1896, was crowned honorary Inspector Gen- 
eral Thirty-third degree of the Supreme Council of the A. A S. 
R., Southern Jurisdiction of the United States, and in April, 1896, 
was elected Junior Grand Warden of the Grand Commandery of 
Texas. 

He has always been a Democrat, has worked for the party on 
and oflf the stump since coming of age, has been a delegate to 
various Democratic state conventions, was Commissioner of Public 
Works for Galveston in 1893-4, and in 1896 was elected to repre- 
sent Galveston county in the House of the Twenty^fifth Legisla- 
ture; in which body he is a member of the following committees: 
Finance, Internal Improvements, Towns and City Corporations, 
and Commerce and Manufactures. 

His principal efforts during the present session have been in the 
interest of Galveston and the Texas coast country. Two bills 
introduced by him have become laws. One provides for the 
establishment of union depots, and the other amends the city 
charter of Galveston. His life has been a busy and useful one. 
Strong mentally and physically and very much in earnest, he is a 
brain -toiler who will prove a potent factor in all undertakings 
with which he may be connected. 



JOHN n. nOORE, 

RICHMOND, 

Representative from the Forty-first district, Fort Bend and 
Waller counties, was born ia Fort Bend county, Texas, Nov. 18, 
1862, the youngest of five children (four of whom are now living) 
born to Dr. Matthew A. and Mrs. Henrietta (Huddleston) Moore, 
both deceased, completed his literary education at the State A. 
and M. College, College Station, Texas; was engaged in mer- 
chandising and farming from 1880 to 1883 and since that time has 
been principally interested in stockraising, banking and farming 
at Richmond. He was married at Nashville, Tenn., July 30, 
1883, to Miss Lottie Dyer, daughter of the late J. Foster Dyer, 
a wealthy farmer and stockman of Fort Bend county, Texas, 
and has five living children: Raymond Emmett, Ivy Gladys, 
Foster Dyer, John M. Jr., and Henrietta Catheriene. He has al- 
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ways been a Democrat, has been a delegate to minor and several 
state Democratic conventions, was Chairman of the Democratic 
Executive Committee of Fort Bend county, in 1888 90 and 1890- 
92, and is now president of the Jaybird Democratic association of 
that county. He has been particularly useful to his party 
as an organizer, and, notwithstanding the fact that his county 
has a large Republican majority, has with others, always managed 
to roll up a good Democratic vote. In the House of the Twenty - 
fifth Legislature he is a member ot the following committees: 
Finance, Stock and Stockraising, Judicial Districts and Peniten- 
tiares. He is in favor of conservative legislation. His people 
have not asked for any mqre than the passage of a few local 
measures and his principal work has consequently been on com- 
mittees. 

OLIVER P. CARSWELL. 

CARTHAGE, 

Representative from the Twenty-seventh district, composed of 
Panola and Rusk counties, was born in Talbott county, Georgia, 
January 21, 1848. His parents, Joseph and Priscilla (Baker) 
Carswell, died at Carthage in Panola county, Texas, just preced- 
ing the publication of this work. His father was a retired farmer 
and merchant; his mother, a daughter of the late Willis P. 
Baker of Georgia. 

Oliver P. Carswell completed his literary education at the 
Kentucky University; served in the Georgia state troops during 
the late war and took part with his regiment in the fighting in 
and around Savannah and Atlanta; moved to Panola county, 
Texas, with his parents, in 1867, a ad has since been engaged in 
farming and teaching school there. He was married to Miss 
Mary Bailey, daughter of James Bailey of Magoffin county, Ky., 
at Salyerville, that state, in 1878, and has five children: Robert 
Eradiett, Olive B , May G., Myrtle R, and Gracy, The four 
first named are at present attending the Carthage High School. 

Mr. Car?well is a member of the Christian church ane I. O. O. 
F. fraternity. 

Immediatel}' after the war he was appointed County Clerk of 
Panola county, and, served as euch, until the old officers could 
take the oath requirred. 

He has attended local and state Democratic conventions,and has 
always electioneered in the interest of his party and been one of 
its hardest workers in Panola county. He was nominated in 1896 
and elected to the position he holds. 

He is a member of the following committees: Education, Rev^ 
enue and Taxation, and Private Land Claims. 
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Calvin Thaxton 

MASON, 

Representative from the Ninety-third district, Llano and Mason 

counties, was born in Sebastian county, Ark., Apiil 15, 1954; 

came to Texas in 1857, with his parents, (Robert C. and Louisa 

Thaxton, who settled in Williamson county — both now deceased; 

read law in the office of Hon. James H Robertson (then of Round 

Rock and now of the firm of Hogg & Robertson, at Austin,) was 

admitted to the bar in Williamson county, in 1878 and in 1879 

moved to Mason county and was in the land business and prac^ 

ticed law there until 1887, since which time he has devoted his 

attention to farming and stockraisint^.^ 

He has always been a Democrat, has been a delegate to Demo^ 
cratic county and district conventions, has done effective work for 
his party on the stump; has served as County Attorney of Mason 
county several limes, has long been a leading citizen of that sec- 
tion, and in 1896 was elected to the House of the Twenty-filth 
Legislature, in which body he is a member of the following com- 
mittees: State Affairs, Counties and County Boundaries, Roads, 
Bridges and Ferries and Mining and Minerals. 

He was married in Gillespiecounty, April 18, 1887,to Miss Emily 
E Mogford, (born and reared there) and has five children: Rufus 
Lamar, Harold, Ruth, Robert and William Mogford Thaxton. 

Mr. Thaxton is giving his support, first to such measures as in 
his opinion will result in benefit to the whole state, and, second 
to those that will more immediately affect and prove of benefit 
to the district he represents. He is taking an active interest and 
part in the work of the session. 



J. L. Carpenter 

BONHAM. 

Seventh district, Fannin county; Democrat; lawyer; bom in 
Fannin county, Texas, September 29, 1866; member of the M. E. 
church. South; Chairman of the Committee on State Affairs and 
a member of the Committee on Penitentiaries. Served also as a 
member of the House ot the Twenty-fourth Legislature. 



William 5. Conoly 

MARI,IN. 

Sixty-first district. Falls county; Democrat; farmer and stock* 
raiser; born in Giles ;county, Tenn., August 2, 1847; came to 
Falls county, Texas, with his parents in 1859. Sheriff of that 
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county for a number of years from 1867 — first Democratic sheriff 
of the county after the war; member of the County Commissioners' 
Court in 1882-3, and is now one of the trustees of the public free 
schools in the county; member of the M. E. Church, South, and 
Masonic, A. O. U. W. and Woodmen of the World fraternities; 
married; committees: Finance, County Government and Coutity 
* Finances, Roads, Bridges and Ferries, and Agricultural Affairs. 



James Callan 

MENARD VILLE. 



Ninety fifth district, Menard, Coke, Runnells, Stetling Tom 
Green, Irion, Schleicher, Sutton, Crockett. Elwards and Kim* 
ble counties; Democrat; cattleman; born at Camp Colorado, 
Texas, October 24, 1863; eight years Tax Assessor of Menard 
county; married; Chairman of the Committee on Irrigation and 
member of Stock and Stockraising, Roads, Bridges and Ferries 
and Contingent Expenses committees. 



John C. Meade 

BONHAM, 

Seventh district, Fannin county; Democrat; lawyer; born 
in Roane county, Va., March 14, 1859; came to Fannin county 
with his parents in 1876 and has since resided* there; County At- 
torney of Fannin county in 1890-2-4-6; married; member I. 
O. O. F. and Knights of Pythias, fraternities; committees; Ju- 
diciary No. 2, laternal Improvements, Privileges and Elections, 
and Federal Relations. 



Ben S. Rogers 

BRKNHAM. 

Fortyeghth (Flolorial) district, Washington, Lee and Burleson 
counties; Democrat; lawyer: member M. E. Church, South, and 
I. O. O. F,, K. of P. and Red Men fraternities; born at Sharon, 
Miss., April 9, 1850; served during the last year of the \\ ar as a 
Confederate courier; lived in Texas thirty-one years; married; 
County Attorney ot Washington county tec years — from 3882 to 
1892; member of the law firm of Rogers & Herbert; served in the 
House of the Twenty fourth Legislature; Chairman of the com- 
mittee on Constitutional Amendments and member of Judiciary 
No. 2, and Penitentiaries. 
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A. W.Morris 

MONTGOMERY. 

Thirty-eighth district, Montgomery, Waller and Trinity counties; 
Democrat; farmer and stockraiser; born in Newton county, Texas, 
January 10, 1846; served as a soldier in the Confederate army, first 
in Terry's Rangers and afterwards inCapt. R. S. Pool's detached 
company; has served as Sheriff of Montgomery county: is president 
of the Carson-Morris Company, doing a general mercantile busi- 
ness at Montgomery; married; committees: Finance, Insurance 
Statistics and History, Stock and Stockraising, and Penitentiaries. 



B. F. Bean 

GROVKTON, . 

Thirty-eighth district, Trinity, Walker and Montgomery coun- 
ties; Democrat; lawyer; Born in Tyler county, Taxes, June 24, 
1856; member of the law firm of Bean & Nelms, and Knights of 
Pythias fraternity; chairman of the Democratic Executive Com- 
mittee of Trinity county in 1891-2; married; committees: Judi- 
ciary No. 1, Commerce and Manufactures, Insurance Statistics 
and History, and Penitentiaries. 



L. n. Benson 

ONENAVILLE. 

Sixty fifth district. Bell county; Democrat; merchant; born 
in Itawamba county, Miss., February 21, 1862; came to Texas in 
1867; has since lived at Oenaville; member of the firm of Benson 
Bros., at that place; married; member of the Baptist church; 
committees: Public Buildings and Grounds, Roads, Bridges and 
Perries, Agricultural Affairs and Mining and Minerals. 



Sam T. Jones 

HONDO, 

Ninety-first, districts, Medina, Uvalde, Zavalla, Frio, Dimmit, 
La Salle, and McMullen counties; Democrat; born in Ralls 
county. Mo., March 14, 1864; lived in Texas since chilhood; edi- 
tor Hondo Herald; member of the M. E. Church, South, and 
Woodmen of the World fraternity; committees: Education, 
Public Printing, Claims and Accounts, and Public Lands and 
Land Office. 
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U. J. Martin 



HARBIN, 

Ninety-ninth district, Erath county; born in Marshall county, 
Ala.; fifty years of age; came to Texas in 1869; farmer, member 
Farmers* Alliance and Populist party; married; Committees: 
Insurance, Statistics and History, Mining and Minerals, State 
Asylums and sub-committee to visit Confederate Home. 



D. E. Patterson 

BELTON, 

Sixtty-fifth district, Bell county; born in Sumpter county, Ga., 
December 14. 1854; was admitted to the bar in Georgia; came to 
Texas in 1877; served one term as District Attorney; is mainly 
devoting his attention to his farming interests; member M. E. 
Church South, Masonic fraternity and Democratic party; mar- 
ried; member Constitutional Admendments and other committees; 
served also in the House of the Twenty fourth Legislature. 



Frank E. Wilcox 

MCKINNEY. 

Fourteenth district, Collin county; lawyer; Democrat; born in 
Collin county, December 12,1865; city attorney of McKinney in 
1889; city treasurer in 1891; member K. of P fraternity; married. 
Committees: Judiciary No, 2, Finance, Public Buildings and 
Grounds, and Federal Relations. 



WHliam H. Gresham 

ATHENS 

Fifty-ninth district, Henderson and Navarro counties; Demo 
crat; farmer; member of the Missionary Baptist church, Masonic 
fraternity, state Grange and Democratiq party; born at Raleigh^ 
Miss., February 24, 18S9; came to Henderson county, Texas, with 
his parents in 1849, and has since resided there; private in Com- 
pany K., Eighteenth Texas Infantry, Churchill's Brigade, 
Holmes' Division, Confederate army; captured at the fall of 
Arkansas Post, imprisoned at Camp Douglass and, after being 
exchanged and his company reorganized, served in the Army of 
Tennessee in Granbury's Brigade, Cleburne's Division, until the 
close of the war; married; committees: Public Lands and Land 
Office, Roads, Bridges and Ferries, Agricultural Affairs, and 
Penitentiaries. 



ISO 

A. S, Fisher 

GHOROKTOWN, 

Seventy-first district, Williamsou connty; Democrat; lawyer; 
born at Coffeeville, Miss., July 8, -1846; served through the war 
in the Confederate army as a soldier in Company K, Third Mis- 
sissippi Cavalry; came to Texas in January 1871, and was ad- 
mitted to the bar at Georgetown that year; member ot the law 
firm of Makemson & Fisher; married; committees: Judiciary 
No, 1, Roads, Bridges and Ferries. Private Land Claims, and 
Federal Relations; member Presbyterian church and I. O. O. F. 
fraternity. 



James C. Reubel 

WHITEWRIGHT, 

Eighth district, Grayson county; Democrat; lawyer; bom at 
Des Arc, Ark., July 14, 1864; moved to Texas when eighteen 
years ot age; married; member of the Presbyterian church and 
Masonic, I. O. O. F. and Knights of Pythias fraternities; for- 
merly in newspaper business; last edited the Whitewright 
Sun; committees: Judiciary No. 2, State Affairs, Constitutional 
Amendments, and Insurance, Statistics and History. 



W. L. Dean 

MADISONVILLE, 

Fiity-fifth district, Brazos and Madison counties; Democrat; 
lawyer; born in Madison county, Texas, April 3, 1866; mem- 
ber firm of Dean & Dean, M. E. Church,' South, and Masonic 
fraternity; married; served one term as County Attorney; com- 
mittees: Finance, Roads, Bridges and Ferries, Judicial Districts 
and Enrolled Bills. 



H. E. Crowley 

MIDLAND, 

One Hundred and Sixth district. Reeves, Loving, Winkler, 
Ward, Upton, Crane, Ector, Midland, Glasscock, Andrews, 
Martin, Howard, Mitchell, Nolan, Fisher, Gaines, Scarry, 
Yoakum, Borden, Terry, Lawson, Lynn, Garza, Kent, Stonewall, 
Haskell, Crosby, Lubbock, Hockley and Cochran counties; 
Democrat; lawyer and stockman; born in Tarrant county , Texas, 
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November 14, 1863; married; member Baptist church and Ma- 
sonic and I. O. O. F. fraternities; committees: Public Lands 
and Land Office, Privileges and Elections, Contingent Expenses 
Stock and Stockraising and Irrigation. 



A. C. Oliver, M. D., 

DOUGI^ASSVIIylvE, 

Second district, Cass county; Democrat; born in Butler 
county, Ala., June 23, 1839; moved to Texas with his parents in 
1854; First Lieutenant Company D , First Texas Infantry, 
Hood's Brigade during the war; member M E. Church, South, 
and Masonic fraternities; married; committees: Revenue and 
Taxation, Public Health and Vital Statistics, and State Asylums. 



F. B. Wallace 



JOHNSON STATION, 

Seventy- eig^hth district, Tarrant county; farmer and stock- 
raiser; member Cumberland Presbyterian church. Masonic frater- 
nity and Democratic party; born in VVarrensburg, Mo., April 8, 
1850; married; committees: Education, Agricultural Affairs, 
Stock and Stockraising, Counties and County Boundaries, and 
Towns and City Corporations 



S. L. Staples 

SMITHVILLE, 

Fifty-second district, Bastrop county; Democrat; lawver; 
born at Madisonville, Ky., September 13, 1868; came to Texas 
in 1890; committees: Judiciary No. 1, Judicial Districts, Private 
Land Claims and Education. 



R. E. Bertram 

RIKLY SPRINGS. 

Eighteenth district, Hopkins county; Democrat; merchant and 
farmer; born in Meigs county, Tenn,, Sept. 15. 1851; moved to 
Texas with his parents in 1873; has formerly served as Justice 
of the Peace and Postmaster at Riely Springs and as a member of 
the House of the Twenty- fourth Legislature; member of the M. E. 
Church, South, and Masonic fraternity; married; committees: 
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Chairman of Claims and Accounts, and member of Constitutional 
Amendments, Public Debt, Contingent Expenses, and Public 
Health and Vital Statistics. ' 



Henry W, Manson, M. D„ 

ROCKWALL. 

Seventy third (Flotorial) district, Rockwall and Dallas counties; 
Democrat; editor Rockwall Success; lost a leg in the Confeder- 
ate army, as a soldier in Company Eight, Seventh Tennessee In- 
fantry; came to Texas in 1868; married; member M. E. Church, 
South, and Masonic fraternity; committees: Public Health and 
Vital Statistics, Roads. Bridges and Ferries, Agricultural Affairs, 
Labor, and Public Buildings and Grounds. 



W. E. Cureton 

WALNUT SPRINGS. 

Seventy-sixth district, Bosque and Hamilton counties; Populist; 
farmer and stockraiser; born at Ozark, Ark.. July 20, 1848; 
forty ^three years in Texas; married; memeber of the Masonic 
fraternity and Farmers' Alliance; committees: Finance, Pub- 
lic Lands and Land Office, Examination of Comptroller's and 
Treasurer's Accounts, Stock ond Stockraising, and Labor; 
served also in the House of the Twenty-fourth Legislature. 



J. R. Thomas 

COMANCHE 

One Hundred and First district, Comanche county; Democrat; 
born in Hawkins county, Tenn., October 14, 1838; came to 
Texas in 1853 with his father; first Lieutentant Company D., 
Fifteenth Texas Infantry, Confederate army, employed in de- 
tached service until the close of the war; vice president Com^ 
anche National Bank and member of the real estate firm of 
Thomas & Thomas; married; committees: Finance, Revenue 
and Taxation, and Claims and Accounts. 



John A. Brewster 

GEORGETOWN, 

Seventy-second district, Williamson, Milam and Falls county; 
Democrat; teacher; also, engaged in the drug business; born in 
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Chambers county, Ala., January 9, 1869; came to Texas in 1880 
with his parents; member of the Baptist church, Masonic and 
I. O. O. F. fraternities; committees: State Affairs, Education, 
County Government and County Finances and Counties and 
County Boundaries. 



A. F, Brigance 

NAVASOTA. 

Fifty-fourth district. Grimes county; Democrat; lawyer; born 
at Anderson, Texas, December 17, 1852; married; member Ma- 
sonic, I. O. O F., K. of H. and Woodmen of the World fraterni- 
ties; served, also, in the House of the Twenty-fourth Legislature; 
in the Twenty-fifth contested and had awarded him seat of sitting 
member Hon. I. M. Bennett (Populist), and is chairman of the 
committee to visit the state institutions of learning and a member 
of the following: committees: Judiciary No. 2, Public Lands and 
Land Office, Claims and Accounts, and Penitentiaries. 



Lewis D. Lillard 

FAIRFIELD. 



Fifty-seventh district, Freestone county; Democrat; editor and 
proprietor of the Fairfield Recorder, practical printer; born in 
Hancock county, July 17, 1855; moved to Texas when twenty-one 
years of age, and has been in the newspaper business almost con- 
tinuously since that time; married; Chairman Democratic Execu- 
tive committee of Freestone county; member of the Baptist church 
and Masonic fraternity; Chairman of the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills and a member of the following committees: Education, 
Revenue and Taxation, Public Lands and Land Office, and Inter- 
nal Improvements. Served in the House of the Twenty-fourth 
Legislature. 



W- B, Wall 

CROCKETT. 

Thirtieth district Houston county ;lawyer;Democrat; married;mem- 
ber of the Masonic fraternity; born in Amite county, Miss., in 1838; 
moved to Houston county, Texas, in 1859; was a captain in the 
Confederate army; was severely wounded at Gaines* Mill, while a 
soldier in the First Texas Infantry, Hood's Brigade; was for eight 
years (from 1878 to 1886) County Judge of Houston county; 
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oommtttees: Judiciary No. 2, County Government and County 
Finances, Roads, Bridges and Perries, Counties and County 
Boundaries, and a special committee to visit the Confederate Home. 



Henry T, Rhea 

COOKVII<I.K. 

Fifth (Plotorial) district, Tiius, Morris and Red River counties ; 
farmer, Democrat; member M. E. Church, South, and Masonic 
frrtemity; married; born in I/)uisville, Tenn.; came to Titus 
county, Texas, in 1869, where he has since resided; has served as 
Justice o f Peace, County Commissioners and County Judge; 
committees: Public Buildings and Grounds, Agricultural Aflfairs, 
Insurance, Statistics and History, Stock and Stockraising and 
Mining and Minerals. 



George W, Collier 

BEAUMONT, 

Thirty- sixth district, Tyler, Hardin, Liberty Chambers, Orange 
and Jefferson counties; dentist; Democrat; born in Tyler 
county, Texas, December 8, 1860: married; committees: Towns 
and City Corporations, Enrolled Bills, State Asylums, and Roads, 
Bridges and Perries, 



E. H, W. Shelburne, M. a 

SANGER 

Twelfth district, Denton county; physician: Democrat; born 
in Shelby county, December 6, 1848, and came to Texas with his 
parents in 1857; committees; Education, Revenue and Taxation, 
Constitutional Amendments, and Public Health and Vital 
Statistics. 



El H. Rogan 

LOCKHART, 

Pifty-first district, Caldwell county; Democrat; lawyer and edi- 
tor; now editor of Luling Signal; married: born at Rutledge, 
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Granger county, Tenn.. February 4, 1834; moved from Sullivan 
connty, Tenn., to Lockhart, Caldwell county, Texas, in 1853, 
where he has since resided; Captain of Company K, Fifteenth 
Texas Infantry, Confederate army, in the war between the states; 
has served as Justice of the Peace, Presiding Justice of the Coun- 
ty Court, County Clerk, County Judge, District and County At- 
torney, and member of the House ot the Twenty^second and 
Twenty-third Legislatures; member of Old School Presbyterian 
Church and I. O, O. F. fraternity; Chairman of the Committee 
on Roads, Bridges and Perries and member of the following com- 
mittees: Judiciary No. 2, Internal Improvements, Federal Rela* 
tions and Rules. 



George W, Savage 

DYE, 

Tenth district, Montague county; Democrat; farmer; min- 
ister of the Christian church; born in Leon county, Oregon, 
January 6, 1860, and in 1871 moved with his parents to Montague 
county, Texas, where he has since resided; married; committees 
State Aflfriirs, Education, Public Buildings and Grounds, Insur- 
ance, Statistics and History, and Labor; taught school for seven- 
teen years. 



R, E Blair 

SAN ANTONIO, 

Eighty-ninth district, Bexar county; born in Tennessee; age 
thirty-two years; six years in Texas; re elected to the House of 
Twenty-fifth Legislature; lawyer; Democrat; committees: Judi- 
ciary No. 1, Stats Affairs, Towns and City Corporations, and Ir- 
rigation; served also in the House of the Twenty-fourth Legis- 
lature. 



A. E. Vaughan 

SKGUIN, 



Ninety-seventh district, Gaudalupe county; Republican; gen- 
eral insurance, real estate and live stock business; born at Se- 
guin, March 20, 1874; married; committees: Finance, Peniten- 
tiaries, State Affairs, and Comptroller's and Treasurer's Offices. 
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Robert il. Martin 

GATBSVII^LE. 



Sixty-seventh district, Coryell county; Democrat; editor and 
proprietor of the Gatesville Messenger; born in Schuyler county, 
Mo., September 18, 1850; married; came to Texas in 1859 with 
his parents; Chairman of the Committee on State Asylums; 
member cf Judiciary No. 2, Public Printing, Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries, and Public Land and Land Office; also member of the 
House of the Twenty-fourth Legislature. 



W. H. Freeman 

BRA. 

Ninth district, Cooke county; Democrat; physician and sur- 
geon; born in Macon, county, Tenn , November 9, 1855; came to 
Texas in 1882; married; member of the Christian church and 
Masonic fraternity; author of the **Fee Bill Plank" in the Demo- 
cratic platform of 1896; Chairman of the Committee on Public 
Health and Vital Statistics; member of Public Debt and Finance 
committees; served, also, in tne House of the Twenty-fifth Leg- 
islature. 



W. P. Blackburn 

CAI.VBRT. 



Sixty- third district, Robertson county; Democrat; farmer; born 
in Fayette county, Tenn., November 4, 1838; moved to Robertson 
county, Texas, with his parents in 1853; soldier in Company E, 
Parson's Twelfth Texas Cavalry, Confederate army; married; 
member of the M. E. church, South, and I. O. O. F. fraternity, 
committees: Constitutional Amendments, Counties and County 
Boundaries, and Penitentiaries. 



W. n. Holland 

HOUSTON, 

Thirty seventh district, Harris county; Democrat; lawyer; 
born in Marshall county, Ky., January 27, 1862; came to Texas 
in 1889; served as County Attorney of Childress county for part 
of two terms; has resided at Houston since 1892; member of the 
M. E. Church, South, and I. 0.0. F. and Masonic fraternities; 
Chairman of the House Committee on Judicial Districts and a 
member of the committee on Military Affairs. 
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John D. Pitts 



HII.I.SBORO, 

Seventy-fifth district, Hill county; Democrat; lawyer; 
born at Indian Springs, Ga., January 24, 1856; 
thirty-seven years in Texas; after passing through 
Waco College, now Baylor University, Waco, Texas, and the 
Texas Military Insiitute, at Austin, Texas, graduated in 1874 
from Gornell University, at Ithica, N. Y.; was admitted to bar at 
Waco in 1878; was afterwards licensed to practice in New York 
state by the Supreme Court at Buffalo, in 1881; was soon after 
admitted to practice in the federal courts of Waco; has since been 
engaged as counsel in many important suits in this and other 
states; was editor of the Pick and Pan, at Hubbard City, for 
about two years; married; committees: Judiciary No. 2, Public 
Health and Vital Statistics, State Asylums, Judicial Districts and 
Penitentiaries. 



John W. Porter 

HICKS, 

Forty-eighth (Flotorial) district Washington, Lee and Burleson 
counties; married; Democrat; farmer and stockraisir; born in 
Butler county, Ky., September 18, 1836; in Texas forty-nine 
years; served in Company F., Eighth Texas Infantry, Young's 
Brigade, Walker's Division, Confederate army, Trans^ Mississippi 
Department; has served as Justice of the Peace and County 
Commissioner; member of the Baptist church; committees: 
Labor, Agricultural Affairs, State Asylums, and Claims and 
Accounts, 



Z. B. Stokes 

WELLS. 

Twenty-eighth district, Cherokee county; farmer; Populist; 
member of the Baptist church and Masonic fraternity; married; 
born March 13, 1847, at Monterey, Mexico; has lived in Texas 
since infancy; committees: Education, State Affairs, and Peni^ 
tentiaries. Served in the House of the Twenty-fourth Legislature. 



James Kimbell 



GROESBECK, 

Sixtieth district, Limestone county; Democrat;, lawyer; born 
at Memphis, Tenn., April 13, 1846; served in the Confederate 
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army as a soldier in Company H., Dobbins' regiment; moved 
to Texas in 1874; admitted to the bar in that year; prior to that 
time farmed and taught school; County Attorney of Limestone 
county from 1878 to November 1884 and District Attorney of the 
Thirteenth Judicial district from 1889 to November 1895; married; 
member of the M. E. Church, South and Masonic fraternity; 
committees: Judiciary No. 2, Claims and Accounts, Counties 
and County Boundaries,and Comptroller's and Treasurer's Offices. 



W. F. Moore 

PARIS, 



Sixth district, Lamar county; Democrat; lawyer; married; 
born at Starksville, Texas, October 28, 1868; member of the 
Baptist church and Beta Theta Pi fraternity; Chairman of the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections and a member of the fol- 
lowing committees: Judiciary No. 1, Finance and Enrolled 
Bills. Served, also, in the House of the Twenty-fourth Legis- 
lature. 



N. B. Barbee 

CROCKETT. 

Thirty-first district, Angelina, Cherokee, Anderson and Hous- 
ton counties; farmer and stockraiser; Democrat; member of the 
M. E. church, South, and I. O. O. F., Knights of Honor, and 
Chosen Friends iraternities; married; born in Carroll county, 
Tenn., June 6, 1837; came to Texas with his parents in 184(>; 
committees: Constitutional Amendments, County Government 
and County Finances, Private Land Claims, and Agricultural 
Afifairs. 



W. R. Bounds 

ALVORADO. 

Seventieth (Flotorial) district, Johnson and Ellis counties; 
farmer; Democrat; First Lieutenant in the Confederate army; 
member of the Christian church and Masonic fraternity; married; 
born in Itawamba a)unty, Miss., September 15, 1841; came to 
Texas in 1871; served as Justice of the Peace; Chairman Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims; member Privileges and Elections, 
and Counties and County Boundaries; represented Johnson 
county in the Twenty fourth Legislature. 
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Robert L. Smitn 

OAKI^AND. 

Representative from the Forty- third district, Colorado county; 
was born in Charleston, South Carolina, January 6, 1861; taught 
school and ran a newspaper in that state; came to Texas in 1885 
and took charge of the Oakland High School, of which he has 
since continued principal; was a delegate from the state at large 
to the Republican National convention of 1896; is Secretary of the 
Republican Executive Committee; was a member of the Twenty- 
fourth Legislature, and in the House of the Twenty-fifth Legisla- 
ture is a member of the committees on Education, Public Print- 
ing, and Penitentiaties; he has introduced a bill to establish a 
branch of the state University for the education of colored youths. 
He is the founder of the Farmers* Improvement Society, the most 
practical movement yet made toward the betterment of the finan- 
cial condition of his race. He is a colored man of very superior 
capacity. 
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©fficers anb Cleths. 



J. S. BOQQS. 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS OF THE HOUSE. 

There is perhaps no man in Texas who has more friends than 
Springer Boggs, as his friends familiarly call him, and certainly 
no legislative assembly ever had a more eflficient or popular Ser- 
geant-at-Arms than he is making the House of Representatives 
of the Twenty^fifth Legislature. 

It was a pretty race that he made for the position. A great 
majority of the members were *'new members,*' unacquaited with 
him personally, unfamiliar with his exceptional fitness for the 
place and some ol the rival candidates were men of experience — 
good electioneers and strongly backed. He gained on every ballot 
until candidate after candidate had withdrawn, and he was finally 
elected. 

Then came the time to show his mettle. Of course at that stage 
of the organization of the House no money had been appropriated 
to purchase stationery or other supplies and no porters or other 
assistants employed, yet in half an hour's time he had the Ser- 
geant at- Arms' ofi&ce well stocked and every arrangement made 
necessary for the comfort of members and easy conduct of the 
business of the House — everything was running as smoothly as is 
ordinarily the case a week or ten days after the perfection ot 
organization. Then came the excursions to San Antonio and 
Galveston. Every needful provision had been made by him, and 
the members had a delightful time. He is one of those men who 
can transact any amount of business, no matter how multifarious 
the details may be, without flurry or fuss, and seem to have time 
to spare. 

In preserving order, no man can do it better. While firm he is 
polite and gentlemanly and can accomplish easily what would be 
impossible to a rough or excitable officer. 

There is not a member or employe of the House who is not his 
friend. 

Capt. Boggs was born in CarroUton, Carroll county, Georgia, 
February 29, 1848. His father, Mr, Anderson Boggs, a farmer 
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by occupation, was County and District Clerk of Carroll county, 
Ga., several terms; moved to Texas in 1852, and was thereafter 
engaged in farming and various pursuits in Kaufman and other 
counties until the time of his death in Kaufman county in Peb^ 
ruary, 1874. 

His mother, Mrs. J. E. Boggs, daughter of the late Col. Giles 
Boggess, of Henderson, Texas, is still living and spends the 
greater part of her time with her daughters, Mrs. M^ry Muckelroy 
and Mrs. Sallie Cameron, at Terrell. 

Capt. J. S. Boggs left home at seventeen years of age, had 
various experiences as a cow-boy, driver of a freighter's wagon 
through a section of the country infested by Indians, clerk, mer-- 
cant and cattle raiser. Two years ago he invested, as a silent 
partner, what he had saved out of the cattle business in a mercan- 
tile venture at Kaufman and lost it all upon the failure of the 
house in December, 1895. Since that time, nothing daunted, he 
has been employed in various ways and is sure to get firmly upon 
his financial feet again in short order. In 1896 he was a candi^ 
dat^ for the Democratic nomination for County Clerk of Kaufman 
county and, although running against a popular one-term man, 
came in a few votes of securing it in the primary. In January 
following he applied for the position he now holds, with the result 
recorded. 

He was Sergeant- at- Arms of the House of the Seventeenth 
Legislature, at the last session held in the old capitol; House Cal- 
endar Clerk of the Eighteenth, Nineteenth and Twentieth Legis- 
latures and Sergeant at Arms of the Twenty-second Lee:islature. 
He was elected Calendar Clerk of the Eighteenth Legislature by 
a unanimous rising vote, the only instance of the kind known to 
the legislative history of the state. So it seems that he did good 
work in the old days, too— such work as he has been doing and is 
still doing at this session — and the valiie of . his services was duly 
appreciated. 

He was married June 29, 1881, at Kaufman. Texas, immediately 
after th*e adjournment of the Seventeenth Legislature, to Miss 
Alice Anderson, the daughter of Mrs, E. J Terrell, (formerly An- 
derson), and has two children: Herries(a girl) seven years of age, 
and Howell Boggs (an infant.) 



VINCENT F. PACE, 

ASSISTANT SKRGKANT-AT-ARMS OF THE SENATE. 

Was born in Pittsylvania county, Va., March 24, 1843, the 
seventh of ten children— -five of whom are living, two in Texas 
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and three in Virginia — born to Nicholas and Nancy (Ing) Pace, 
both deceased. 

Mr. Pace lived on a farm until eighteen years of age and then 
entered the Confederate army as a private in Company L, Fourth 
Virginia Infantry, part of the famous **Stqnewair' brigade, and 
served throughout the war as such. He was in the seven days 
fight at Richmond as a sharpshooter and captured General Run- 
nells and adjutant of the Union aimy, at Cold Harbor, Va., the 
morning after the fight. 

He moved to Texas in 1869 and located at Dallas, in Dallas 
county, where he now resides, He has been married three times. 
Five children were born to him by his first wife, nee Miss Eliza^ 
beth Tinsley, who died in Dallas county in 1875, three of whom 
are living, viz: Charles L,, Lillie, now Mr. Ben Beverly, and Jas. 
B. ; and twin boys by his second wife, formerly Mrs M. T. GriflSn 
who died in Dallas county in 1879, viz: Nicholas P, and W. T. 
By his present wife, nee Miss Mattie Simpler, to whom he was 
married at Dallas in 1887, four children have been born, three of 
whom are living, viz: Jeff Davis, Jimmy Hogg (girl), and W. J, 
Bryan Pace. 

Mr. Pace was constable of Precinct No. 2, of Dallas county, 
from 1879 to 1883. but has been mainly engaged as a commercial 
traveler since coming to this state. 

He has been a delegate to various Democratic county, district 
and stale conventions: supported Hon. James S. Hogg in the 
Hogg-Clark campaign, delivering: many effective speeches in de- 
fense of true Democracy at towns in the Panhandle: has done 
much hard work for his party on and off the stump: was elected 
Assistant Sergeant at Arms of the Senate of the Twenty^third 
and Twenty-fourth Legislatures and upon the assembling of the 
Twenty- fifth Legislature was honored with re election to the po- 
sition — a position that he is now filling with the efficiency and 
tact that characterized his discharge of the duties of the place at 
former sessions and won for him the respect and lasting friendship 
of the members of the senate. • 



W. H. TAYLOR. 

ASSISTANT SKRGEANT-AT-ARMS OF THE HOUSE, 

W. H. Taylor, Assi^tartSergeant-at-Armsof the House of Rep- 
resentatives, was born in Bell county, April 4, 1857; received a good 
English education in local schools; grew to manhood on a farm: 
has at various times served as deputy Sheriff of Bell county, 
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Texas; filled out an unexpired term as City Marshal of Belton, 
and has always been a Democrat and party worker, 

He was married April 14, 1886, at Davilla, Milam county, 
Texas, to Miss Alice Scarlet, daughter of Mr. Minos Scarlet, a 
well known farmer and stockraiser residing near Ardmore, Indian 
Territory, and has five children: Effie, Bessie, Emma, Belle and 
William Henry. 

He is a member of the fraternal order Knights of the Maccabees 
of the World. 

He has made an excellent record assistant Sergeant-at-Arms, 
and won for himself the respect and friendship of every member of 
the House. 



REV. FLEM S. JACKSON. 

CHAPIvAIN OF THE SENATE, 

Was born at Friar's Point, Cohoma county, Miss., August 25, 
1854. 

His parents were Joseph L. and Sarah H. Jackson. Four chiN 
dren were b^rn to them, of whom the subjecc of this notice is the 
only one now living. 

Mr. Joseph L Jackson was born in Randolph county, Georgia, 
a farmer by occupation, and died in Arkansas, April 20, 1858, 
His widow, a daughter of the late William Groves, of Carroll 
Parish, Louisiana, died at Kyle, Texas, on the 28th day of April, 
1896 — a sainted, christian woman, lovingly remembered by all 
who knew her 

Rev Mr. Jackson graduated from Pine Bluff, Ark., High School 
at nineteen years of age; was admitted to the bar in Lafayette 
county, Ark., at twenty years of age, the court removing his disa- 
bilities as a minor, but never practiced; was principal of the 
Rock Springs High School, at Rock Springs, Ark., in 1879-80; 
was admitted to membership in the North Texas Conference of 
the M. E. Church, South, in 1881, and in 1882 was transferred to 
the West Texas Conference, in which he has since been engaged 
in ministerial work. In the time which has since intervened he 
served for two years as President of the S&n Saba College and as 
a member of the last General Conference held at Memphis, Tenn. 

In 1891 his health failed, since which time he has been a local 
preacher, preaching the e:reater part of the time and, on occasion, 
working at what his hands could find to do to earn a support for 
his family. He is temporarily located at Austin. 

He was united in marriage to Miss Hattie Rosser, at Atlanta, 
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Texas, December 7, 1880, and has three children: Flem S., Lena 
M , and Joseph Rosser. 

Rev. Mr. Jackson is a member ot the Masonic fraternity, and an 
Odd Fellow. 

A pious and devout man, a minister and Christian worker who 
has labored faithfully and ^^ell in the Master's vineyard, and a 
preacher of eloquence and power, his election to the Chaplaincy 
of the Senate was a graceful tribute to his services and worth that 
has been repaid in a manner that should result in spiritual benefit 
to the members of that body. 



JOHN W. DALE, 

DOOR-KEEPER OF THE SENATE. 

Was bom at Palestine. Texas, May 24, 1852. His parents, 
Williamson and Sarah (Lockridge) Dale, are living at Springtown, 
Parker county. Mr. Williamson Dale is a veteran of the war be^ 
tween the United States and Mexico and, as a pioneer, took an 
active part at an early day in expeditions against the hostile In- 
dians, so long a scourge to the exposed settlements in Texas, 
One of his brothers was a distinguished member of the Texas leg- 
islature before the war between the states. Mrs. Sarah Dale is a 
daughter of the lamented William Lockridge of Virginia. 

Of the four sons born to Mr. and Mrs. Dale two survive, viz: 
George W. Dale, of Childress, Texas, and the subject of this no- 
tice. 

John W. Dale acquired a fair English education, in the common 
schools at Pilot Point, Texas, and earlv in life embarked in the 
newspaper business. He has been an editor and publisher for the 
past twenty-five years and scarcely out of journalistic harness for 
a day, until recently when he sold the '*Free Press", a newspaper 
that he had conducted for years at Decatur, where he now resides. 

As an editor he has always supported Democratic principles 
nominees. He is a polished and trenchant writer and well known 
to his brethren of the press and public men generally throughout 
the state. 

He has been a delegate to all county and district Democratic 
conventions held in the sections in which he has resided tor many 
years past: was a delegate to the congressional convention held at 
Gainesville in 1888, to the congressional convention held at Hen- 
rietta in 1896, to the state convention held at Houston m 1892, 
and to the state convention at Austin in 1894. 

He has always been a loyal, fighting Democrat, without any 
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handle to his Democracy and has done good party service 

He was mayor of Springtown in 1890-2, but has never run for 
any other political office. 

He was married at Pilot Point January 9, 1873, to Miss Laura 
Hedgecoke, daughter of Minter Hedgecoke of that place, and has 
five children : Daisy, Nellie, Luther, Grover and George. 

Mr. Dale is a member of the Baptist church and Knights of Py- 
thias fraternity. 

His discharge of the duties of Door-keeper of the Senate of the 
Twenty-fifth Legislature has been all that could be desired. The 
members of that body, without exception, will leave Austin at 
final adjournment hisfriends« 



MARTIN JIMENEZ, 

ASSISTANT DOOR-KBEPBR OF THB SENATE, 

• 

Was born at San Antonio, Texas, September 4, 1869, 

His father, Luis Jimenez, a patroit of the Texas revolution; is 
now living, at eighty years of age, at San Antonio, where he has 
resided for more than three quarters of a century and been an 
active participant in many historic events. 

His mother, Mrs. Josefa Jimenez, was a daughter of Martin Vil- 
lastrigo, a Spanish emigree who came to the New World in search 
of liberty and fortune, and, after a useful career, found a grave in 
its congenial soil. 

To Luis Jimenez and wife were born thirteen children, of whom 
five (four sons and a daughter) now survive, all residents of San 
Antonio, viz: Luis, Demetrio, Eduardo, Martin, and Miss Rosana 
Jimenez, a beautiful and accomplished young lady of seventeen. 

The subject ot this notice attecded local schools, and completed 
his literary education by a one year's course at St. Mary's College, 
San Antonij; was for four years a distributing clerk and letter* 
carrier in the San Antonio postoffice — the first Mexican ever 
appointed to taar position in that city, and has since Seen variously 
employed. He has often been called upon to serve as interpreter 
in the state and United States districts courts at San Antonio, 
notably in the famous 'Garza revolution" cases tried a few years 
since, and discharged the duties of that position, as he has all 
others that he has been called upon to fill, with fidelity and to the 
entire satisfaction of all concerned. 

He has attended county, district, congressional and state Dem- 
ocratic conventions since coming of age and has electioneered in 
every campaign to secure the success of party tickets. During 
the campaign of 1896 he did as much perhaps as any other single 
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individual to carry tlie Mexican vote for the state Democratic 
ticket in the counties of Bexar, Caldwell and Wilson. 

He is a member of the Catholic church and Sociedad de la Union. 

His election to the position of Assistant Door-keeper of the 
Senate of the Twenty-fifth Legislature, was a deserved recognition 
of his general worth and personal efforts in behalf of Democracy, 
and of the Mexican citizens of Texas who marched so grandly to 
the polls in November, 1896, and helped elect Democratic con- 
gressmen from the doubtful Southwest Texas districts and roll up 
an overwhelming majority for the Democratic nominees for state 
offices. 

He is the first Mexican in the history of Texas honored with 
election to the position he now holds. Genial, polite and capable, 
he has won for himself many life-time friends among the members 
ot the Twenty-fifth Legislature who will watch with interest and 
take pleasure in extending to him a helping hand in his future 
career. 



JAMES L. ROBINSON, 

ASSISTANT JOURNAL CLERK, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Was born in Leon county, Texas, December 17, 1862, the 
fourth of seven children, (six of whom are now living) born to 
Henry S. and Mary (Beggs) Robinson. 

His father came to Texas from Georgia, when a child, was a 
farmer by occupation, and died at Jewett, in Leon county, this 
state, in 1894. 

Mrs. Mary Robinson, was born in Alabama, is still living, and' 
is now, as far many years past, a resident of Jewett. 

James L. Robinson acquired a good English education; worked 
on the home farm until nineteen years of age; taught school for 
years, and then, in 1886, began the publication of the Messenger, 
at Jewett, since which time he has been connected wijth the news- 
paper business at that place. He has at all times been an *up- 
and-at-them'* Democrat; has been a delegate to county, district 
state: conventions, an in the campaign of 1896 was party chair- 
man of the Fifty Sixth Representative district and secretary of 
the Democratic Executive Committee of Leon county, in both of 
which capacities he did good service. 

He is a member of the M. E. Church, Soutn, Knights of Honor 
fraternity, and Texas Press Association. 

In 1893 he wns elected Assistant Journal Clerk of the House 
of Representatives of the Twenty-third Legislature and in 1895 
and 1897 re-elected to that position at the sessions of the Twenty- 
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fourth iind Twenty-fifth Legislature, his re-election at the present 
session, owing to his personal popularity and recognized fitness 
for the place, being without opposition. 

An absolute essential in the progress of the work in Legisla- 
tive bodies, is the making up and printing of the Senate and 
House Journals from day to day, for the information of members 
and their arrangement and publication in book form afier adjourn- 
ment sine die, and for this to be done properly, thqse entrusted 
with the ta^k must, of necessity, be sober, painstaking, accurate, 
industrious, capable of long sustained labor on a pinch, experi-^ 
enced in the special work in hand, and of good literary educa- 
tion and ability; a combination of qualities no one of which can 
be safely dispensed with and that not a great many men possess; 
but, all of which, as his splendid record bears out, can be justly 
placed to the credit of Mr. Robinson. Two more well nigh 
equally important, may be mentioned as among his distinguishing 
characteristics, viz: genialty and courtesy of bearing and agree- 
ableness in social intercourse. Faithful, capable and accommo- 
dating, he seems to have been cut out (of a full length, six feet 
three inches, of cloth) for the place. 



JOHN K. SALTER, 

HOUSE ENGROSSING CLERK, 

Was bom in Escambia county. Fla., April 22, 1869, the second 
child and only boy of eight children born to D. M. and Margaret 
J. (McMillan) Salter. The other seven — five married and two 
single — also live in Texas. They are: Lizzie and Katie, now 
Mesdames R. H. and F. L. King, of Alvin; Mary, now Mrs. Dr. 
Austin Allen, of Kountze, Maggie, wife of Hon. G. W. Collier, 
Representative from Jefferson county in the House of the Twenty- 
fifth Legislature; Annie, now Mrs. E. Cruse, of Woodviile, Tyler 
county, and Misses Minnie and Lonie Salter, of Kountze, 

D. M. Salter moved from Florida, his native state, to Texas in 
1879; had been in the timber business in Florida; farmed for two 
years in Williamson county, Texas, and was thereafter engaged 
in the lumber bu**iness in Hardin courty until the time of his 
death, which occurred at Village Mills, Texas, August 20, 1889. 

Mrs. Margaret J, Salter was a daughter of Judge Neil McMillan, 
of Santa Rosa county, Fla., and died in Hardin county, Texas, 
October 30, 1890 

The subject of this notice completed his education at Pensacola 
(Fia.J Academy; engaged la the sawmill business for a short 
time after leaving school; moved to Williamson county in 1879; 
farmed there for two years; merchandized for four years in 
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Hardin county; was assistant superintendent of a large saw^mill 
business in Hardin and Jasper counties; was for a short while in 
the drug business; was elected county and district clerk of Hardin 
county in 1892; filled that oflSce for one term, and then became 
salesman for W. H. Turner, at Kountze, which position he held 
for a period of eighteen months - up to the time of his election as 
Engrossing Clerk of the House of Representatives of the Twenty- 
fifth Legislature. 

Mr. Salter is a member of the I. O. O. F. and Knights of Honor 
fraternities. 

He has been a delegate to Democratic county, district and con- 
gressional conventions and has been a true Democrat at all times. 

The office of Engrossing Clerk is one of the most important 
within the gift of the House, and in this instance has been most 
worthily bestowed. 



R. 5. RICH, 

HOUSE ENROLIvING CI.ERK. 

Was born in Payette county, Tenn., October 25, 1845: was 
principally reared and educated in Louisiana: served in the Con- 
federate army, first for six months as a soldier in Company D, 
Harrison's Louisiana Cavalry, and afterwards in the quartermas** 
ter*s department at Shreveport, La., until the close of hobtilities: 
moved to Kaufman, Kaufman county, Texas, in October 1867: 
served as deputy sheriflFin 1869-70; deputy district and county clerk 
in 1871-2: farmed and ran a blacksmith shop in connection there- 
with for about five years: later relumed to the town of Kaufman: 
resided there until 1892 and then moved to De Leon, Comanche 
county, which has since been his home. 

He was married October 25, 1865, in Claiborne parish, La., to 
Miss M. C. Black, daughter of Captain T. M. Black, a prominent 
citizen of that portion of Louisiana, and has seven living children, 
viz: John R., at Jacksboro; Luella, now vlrs P. H. Miller, at 
Gorman, and Josiah, Robert T., Henry, Erie Jane and William H. 
living at home with their parents. Two children, Bennie and 
Edwin B., are deceased. 

Mr. Rich is now engaged in farming. 

He is a membar of the Baptist church. Masonic and Knights of 
Pythias fraternities and Democratic party. 

He has attended as a delegate, or otherwise, nearly every Demo- 
dratic state convention in Texas during the past fifteen years and 
for the ten years has contributed largely to the press in defense of 
Democratic principles, policies and nominees. He was at one 
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time editor and proprietor of the Kaufman Review and adds the 
graces of a good writer to his accomplishments as a good farmer, 
mechanic, court clerk and Legislative enroHing clerk. 

He was elected and served as Enrolling Clerk of the House of 
Representatives of the Twenty second, Twenty third and Twenty- 
fourth Legislatures and was again honored with the position on 
the assembling of the Twenty-fifth Legislature. His repeated re- 
election to this important office has been due to the fact that it is 
absolutely necessary to select a man for it who has had previous 
experience with the work and has demonstrated his competency 
by actual trial. 

An Enrolling Clerk should be a careful man not given to mak- 
ing errors, an honest man, a man who knows h©w to dispatch the 
work rapidly (for there is always a rush at the close of a ses- 
sion and a slow-coach would delay adjournment, sine die, for 
weeks after the two houses were through with their business) and, 
in this state, a Democrat with no prefixes or suffixes to his De- 
mocracy. Such a man is Robert S. Rich, beyond doubt the 
most thoroughly competent Enrolling Clerk who has served the 
House in recent years and who certainly has no superior in his 
line In Texas. 



THOMAS EDGAR 5EWELL, 

ASSISTANT READING CI^KKK OF THE HOUSE, 

Was born in Van Zandt county on the fourth day of June 1876, 
acquired a good English education, studied law at University of 
Texas, and was admitted to the bar at Canton in 1895 and has 
since been engaged in the practice of his protession at tnat place. 
He was elected and is now serving as Assistant Reading Clerk of 
the House of Representatives ot the Twenty-fifth Legislature of 
Texas. As Reading Clerk he is discharging the duties of the po- 
sition in a manner thoroughly satisfactory to the members of the 
House. His parents are Isaac N. and Rebecca Frances Sewell. Mr. 
Sewell has four brothers and two sisters; Isaac N, Jr., Benjamin 
Addison, John Preston, Robert Addison, Eva Julia, and Ottie 
Odessa. He has done much effective work for the Demecratic 
party, attended the congressional convention held at Mineola in 
1894, the judicial convention held at Tyler in 1896, the state con- 
vention of that year held at Fort Worth and wa's also present at 
the National convention at Chicago that nominated Wm. J. Bryan, 
for the presidency, but was not a delegate to the latter conven- 
tion. He has been a delegate to nearly all conventions held in 
recent years in the county and judicial and representative dis. 
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tricts in whicch he resides, and during the late campaign can- 
vassed Van Zandt and adjoing counties in the interest of the 
nominees of his party. He has built up a successful law prac- 
tice, is possessed of very superior talents and promises to win for 
himself a distinguished position at the bar of Texas 



MRS. S. MERRIWETHER FRANKLIN, 

POSTMISTRESS OF THE HOUSE, 

The first lady ever elected an officer of the Texas Legislature^ 
was born at Goliad, this state, the second of five daughters, 
the eldest of whom is now deceased, born to Capt. George W. 
and Mrs. Fannie (Peck) Meriwether. The other daughters are: 
Mrs. G. A. Rives and Miss Jennie Meriwether, of Goliad, and Mrs. 
Shelby Burke, of New Orleans. 

Capt. Meriwether came to Texas from Tennessee, his native 
state, shortly before the war between the states; served in the Con^ 
federate army as a soldier in Green's Brigade, was made captain 
of his comyany when about twentv years of age, was severely 
wounded and captured on the battlefield near Mansfield, La. > and 
was subsequently exchanged and furloughed and never afterwards 
sufficiently recovered to again perform active service in ths field. 
He was a member of the House of Representatives of the Eigh- 
teen Legislature from the Eighty second district of which Goliad 
county lormed a part and was a distinguished member of the South 
west Texas bar up to the time of his death, which occurred at 
Goliad in 1885. 

Mrs. Fannie Meriwether is now living at that place. She is a 
daughter of the late Capt. Barton Peck, orginally from New 
York a soldier of the Texas revolution of 1835-6, captain in the 
Mexican war, and at the time of his death, in 1860, one of the 
wealthiest ranchmen in the state. 

Mrs. Franklin completed her education at Port Gibson, (La.) 
Female College, followed the profession of an artist in St. Louis, 
Mo., for three years and then returned to her old home at Goliad, 
where she has since resided. 

She is a member of the M. E. Church, South, Masonic and 
Eastern Star fraternities and Democratic party— a Bryan Demo- 
crat, who hopes to see that gentleman lead the way to victory in 
the year 1900. 

A modest, refined and beautiful Southern lady, with nothing of 
the new-woman about her, she has nevertheless demonstrated by 
her faithful and efficient discharge of the duties of the position 
she now holds, that she possesses the best of good sense, pluck and 
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business ability. She has won the respect and admiration of 
every member of the House. 

When the election of a Postmaster for the House was pending 
doubts were expressed by some of the members as to whether the 
place could be satisfactorily filled by a lady That question she 
has forever laid to rest, and, if the vote were to be taken over 
again tomorrow, she would be elected by a unanimous and rising 
vote. 

There is no position to which she would aspire that she would 
not fill with distinguished credit. 

When the day of final adjournment comes, members, clerks 
and officers, in bidding her good-bye will part from her with sin- 
cere wishes for her health and happiness and success in all her 
undertakings. 



EDWARD W. SHANDS, 

ASSISTANT POSTMASTER OF THE HOUSE, 

Was born in St. Loui<, Mo., April 10, 1855, the second of nine 
children born to E. W. and Virginia (Clark) Shands, four of 
whom, besides the subject of this notice, are now living, viz: 
Robert B., William O., Mrs. Katharine Kinney and Mrs. Carrie 
May Kinney. The two last named married brothers. 

Col. E W. Shands was a lawyer and land agent, a native of 
Indiana; served as a Colonel on the staflf of Gen. Sterling Price 
during the war between the states; came to Texas in 1870 and 
was thereafter principally engaged in the land business at Austin 
until the time of his death, in 1891. He was one of the best 
known real estate dealers in Texas and had a wide circle of friends 
extending throughout the state. 

Mrs. Virginia Shands was b^rn in Virginia and died at Austin, 
Texas, in 1886, beloved by all who knew her. 

Edward \V, Shands completed his education at the Agricultural 
and Mechanical College, at College Station, Texas, and after leav- 
ing college became a carpenter and contractor at Austin, in which 
business he has since been engaged. 

He was married at Austin, April 23, 1S84, to Miss Henrietta B. 
Bierce, daughter of E B. Bierce, of Springfield, Illinois, and has 
six children. William Allen. Virginia McCrillis, Edward W., Jr., 
Henrietta, Kittie May, and Walter Mason Shands. 

He is a member of the Christian church and Democratic party. 
As a Democrat he has never scratched a ticket, has served as a 
delegate to county t^onventions and has contributed his full part 
toward Democratic successes in local contests. 

He was a letter carrier at Austin during Cleveland's first term. 
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and subsequently was elected and served as Assistant Postmaster 
of the House of Representatives of the Twenty third and Twenty- 
fqurth Legislatures. His election to the office of Assistant Post- 
master of the House of the Twenty-fifth Legislature was a source 
of general satisfaction to the old members, as they knew his 
efficiency and personal worth, and his discharge of the duties inci- 
dent to the place since it was accorded him, has made every other 
member his friend. His experience in the Austin postoffice has 
been of great service to him, and, added to his experience in the 
House postoffice, renders him an invaluable man in the position 
he is now filling. He is the most thoroughly competent man 
who has ever held the place. 



JAHES I GORDON, 

GKNERAI. COMMlT:eEE CI<ERK OP THE SENATE. 

Was born in Lauderdale county, Miss., August 17, 1858. His 
father, Charles Gordon, a retired farmer, is living in Brazos 
county, Texas. 

His mother, Mrs. Rebecca (Mott) Gordon, died in Brown 
county, Texas, in 1888 at seventy-two years of age. 

He is the youngest of eleven children seven of whom survive 
— all citizens of this state. 

Mr, Gordon graduated from the Southwestern University, at 
Georgetown, Texas, in 1879 with the degree of Bachelor of Arts 
and the honors of his class, the S. J. Adams endowment medal 
for oratory being awarded him over six other aspirants for that 
honor. After leaving the Univefsity he taught school in Wil- 
liamson county for a short time; engaged in the drug business in 
Williamson and McLennan counties for three years; farmed for 
three years; was deputy sherifi^of Williamson county in 1886-7; 
was district clerk for that county from November 1888 to Novem- 
ber 1894: read law, and in 1895 was admitted to the bar at 
Georgetown, where he has since been engaged in the piactice ot 
his profession. 

He was married October 26, 1882, to Miss Kittie McGuire, 
daughter of Robert McGuire of Bell county, who died during the 
following year. His second marriage was to Miss Hattie E. 
Stover, daughter of John T, Stover of Grimes county, November 
6, 1884. She bore him three children, one of whom, T. J. M. 
Gordon, a bright little boy of six years, now survives, Mrs. 
Hattie E. Gordon died in February 1893. He was married to 
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his present wife, Mrs. Ella Howard (nee Olive), at Georgetown, 
January 1, 1895, 

Mr. Gordon is a member of the I. O. O. F. fraternity. 

He has been a delegate to various county, district, congression- 
al and state Democratic conventions held since 1885 and since 
coming of age has contributed his full share toward the winning 
of party victories in the district of the state in which he resides. 

The Senate of Texas has never had a more thoroughly compe<« 
tent and obliging General Committee Clerk than he is making. 



ANTONIO D, FLORES, 

CMRK SBNATB JUDICIARY COMMITTKK NO. I. 

Was born in San Antonio, Texas, February 6, 1872, and is de- 
scended in the fifth generation from one of the thirteen original 
families that settled San Antonio. 

His grandfather on his father's side and his grandfather on his 
mother's side were devoted to the principles that underlie free in- 
stitutions and, when Santa Anna had trampled the liberal Mexi- 
can constitution of 1824| underfoot and bayonetted it to death 
upon the blood-soaked plains of Gaudalupe and Zacatecas and 
threatened to impose the rule of despotism on the people of 
Texas in 1835 6, were among the first to join the patriot Texan 
army and remained in its ranks until the god of battles decreed 
the birth of a new Republic at San Jacinto. 

His parants were Marcos and Josefa (Rivas) Plores. To them 
were born three children: Alfriedo, Antonio D., and Marcos. 

His father died at San Antonio in 1876; his mother, (a daughter 
ter of the late Eduardo Rivas) at that place in 1884. 

Mr. Flores graduated from St. Mary's College, at San An- 
tonio, in 1890; read law in the office of Upson & Bergstrom fot 
fourteen months after leaving college; completed his preparatory 
studies for admission to the bar in the office of the Hon. Perry 
J. Lewis, and in 1893 was examined and granted license to 
practice by the district court of the Forty-fifth judicial district at 
San Antonio. 

He is a member of the Catholic church and a number of benev- 
olent and social organizations. 

He is an excellent writer and speaker and has grown popular 
as an orator on public occasions in and about San Antonio. 

More than once his addresses have been reproduced in full in 
the columns of the San Antonio Daily Express the morning after 
their delivery. He is an active Democratic worker, has attended 
local and state Democratic conventions and has delivered many 
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effective speeches for his party at San Antonio and other points in 
Bexar county. 

A young man of exceptional talents, and with his success in 
his chosen profession already assured, he promises to bear right 
worthily in .the coming years a name that has ever been a syno- 
nym for honor, ability and love of country. 



J. K. P. SHIRLEY, 

GENERAI, COMMITTEE CI^ERK OF THE SENATE, 

Was born in Walker county, Ga., March 14, 1846. His pa- 
rents, Z. P. and Purthonia M. Shirley, moved to Texas with their 
family in December 1851 and in 1855 settled in that portion of 
Western Texas now embraced within the limits of Parker county. 

Z. P. Shirley died in 1880. Mrs. Shirley is living in Parker 
county. Her father, Jonathan Davis, was a first cousin of Hon. 
Jefferson Davis of Mississippi, the immortal ex-President of the 
Confederate states. Of the children born to her, William was 
killed at the battle of Val Verde, New Mexico, while a soldier in 
the Confederate army; Haseltine and Ida died in Parker county 
in 1868 and 1887, in the order named, and Mrs. N. E. Kirksey, 
Mrs, P. M. Dickerson, Mrs. M. S. Powers and the subject of this 
sketch are residing at Weatherford. 

J. K. P. Shirley *s days were passed in the saddle herding cat- 
tle until he had attained his nineteenth year. From nineteen to 
twenty^one years of age he taught school in Weatherford, then 
read law and in 1872 secured admission to the bar. He was 
county judge of Palo Pinto county in 1881-2 and remained active- 
ly engaged in practice untiM883, since which time he has devoted 
his attention exclusively to journalism. 

In 1882 he established the Palo Pinto County News at Palo 
Pinto, Texas, and in January, 1887, moved the plant to Weath*- 
erford where he has since continued the publication as the Parker 
County News, now the oldest newspaper published in Parker 
county. 

He has always been a Democrat; has attended nearly ever}' 
Democratic state convention held since 1880; served as reading 
clerk of the Democratic state convention held at Fort Worth in 
1896 and has worked for his party heroically in every campaign 
for many years past, both in the sanctum and on the stump. 

Mr. Shirley is a member of the Baptist church. 

He has been married three times. He was married to his pres- 
ent wife, nee Miss Nellie Joy, daughter of Mr, L, Joy, of Granger, 
Ore., at Fort Worth, Texas, March 18, 1895. Two children, 
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William P. and Lucile Shirley, were born to him by his first wife 
and reside with him at the family home in Weatherford. 

A finished writer, his discharge of the duties of clerk of the im- 
portant committees to which he is attached is all that could be 
desired. 



WESLEY A. SniTH, 

HOUSE COMMITTEE CLERK. 

Clerk of the Committees on Internal Improvements, Public 
Lands and Land Office, Stock and Stockraising, Public Buildings 
and Grounds, and Irrigation, a resident of Waxahachie, Texas, 
was born in Giles county, Tennessee, April, 12th, 1867. 

His parents, C. D. and Julia (McCracken) Smith, were born in 
Tennessee, moved from there to Colorado in 1873, and thence to 
Ellis county, Texas, in 1881, where Mr. C. D. Smith (a well to do 
farmer) died in 1887. Mrs. Julia Smith now resides in Waxa- 
hachie. Of the five children born to Mr. and Mrs. Smith, two 
survive, viz: The subject of this sketch, and Miss Hattie Smith, 
living with her mother, 

Wesley A. Smith, after having received a good common school 
education, taught several years in the public schools of the state, 
and in the meantime attended school at Baylor University, Sam 
Houston Normal Institute, and the Metropolitan Business College, 
taking the full business and shorthand courses at the last named 
institution. While pursuing his business course he had charge of 
the literary department of the college, and soon after graduating 
therefrom, was elected principal of the * shorthand department. 
He resigned this position and returned to Waxahachie in the 
summer of 1895, when he became a member of the firm of "Smith 
&Gray, Court Reporters and General Stenographers,'* also taught 
book-keeping and shorthand. He was employed as stenographer 
for the Ellis county Democratic campaign committee during 1896. 
He remained in Waxahatchie until appointed to his present 
clerkship in the House of Representatives of the Twenty-fifth 
Legislature. 

He is a member of the M. E. Church, South, and Democratic 
party. With his thorough business training and strict adherence 
to business, it has been an easy matter for him to discharge in a 
thoroughly satisfactory manner the duties assigned to him as 
Clerk of the House. He is one of the most competent, obliging 
and popular employes of the House, and possesses qualities and 
acquirements that will insure him success in any undertaking in 
which he may engage. 
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WILLIAM J. BULLOCK, 

HOUSB COMMITTEE CLERK, 

Clerk ot the Committee of Education, Constitutional Amend- 
ments, Privileges and Elections, Penitentiaries, Public Lands 
and Land OflBce, and Labor, was born near Bristol, Tenn., Octo- 
ber 24. 1865. 

His parents. A. H. and Sarah E. (Meredith) Bullock, resides at 
Bristol, Tenn. To them have been born eleven children, of whom 
seven are now living— all, save the subject of this notice, citizens 
of Tennessee. 

William J. Bullock completed his education and is a graduate 
of Milligan College, Carter county, Tenn., and the Louisville 
Hospital School of Medicine; was for three years deputy county 
clerk of Sullivan county, Tenn.; was postmaster of Bluff City, 
Tenn., for three years; was bill clerk for the East-Tennessee, Vir- 
ginia & Georgia Railway Co., for two years; came to Texas in 
March 1890; has since been engaged in farming near Iowa Park; 
has attended county and district Democratic conventions since 
locating in Texas, and in 1896« as a candidate for election to the 
Twenty-fifth Legisiature, made a vigorous canvass of his district 
in support of Democracy, state and national, but before elec- 
tion-day withdrew from the race in older that the entire Demo- 
cratic vote might go to his Democratic opponent, Hon, John W. 
Robbins, and tbe Populist running against them be defeated. 

This unselfish act upon his part resulted in a Democratic vic- 
tory in the district, when defeat would otherwise have been cer* 
tain, as he would have commanded a heavy support at the polls, 
Hon. John W. Robbins an equally large vote, and the Populist 
driven into office between them. 

The convention before which he and Hon. John W, Robbins 
were candidates for the Democratic nomination, adjourned sine 
die, after having been locked for three months, and turned both 
loose to run before the people, with the above result. 

Mr. Bullock is a member of the Christian church and I. O. O. 
F. fraternity. 

He is one of the leading farmers, citizens and Democratic 
workers in the section in which he resides, and as a committee 
clerk is one of the most efficient and popular employes of the 
House. 



E. R. ncLEAN, 

governor's private secretary. 

Mr. McLean was born in North Carolina in 1859; is a member 
of one of the oldest and best known families in that state; came to 
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Texas in 1890 and located at Austin; engaged in the land and 
real estate business until he accepted a responsible position in 
the Secretary of State's ofiSce, and held that position until he was 
tendered by G6vernor Culberson and accepted the position of 
Private Secretary. 

Mr. Mcl^eanis a Democrat. The party in this state has no 
more enthusiastic and untiring worker for its principles and nomi- 
riees. He has been a delegate to county, district, congressional 
and state Democratic conventions. He has never in any manner 
sought reward for his services. 

He is a member of the Presbyterian church, Masonic and Elks 
fraternities. 

Ever loyal and true to his friends, and attentive and obliging 
to all, without discrimination or favor, courteous and accomodating 
in the discharge of his duties and possessed of a magnetic friendli- 
ness and directness of dealing, he impresses all with whom he 
comes in contact that the Private Secretaryship could be in no 
better hands. 
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President: Lieutenant Governor Geo. T. Jester. 
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House Officers And Clerks. 

Speaker: L. T. Dashiell. 

Chief Clerk: Lee J. Rountree, Kyle. 

Chaplain: Rev. J. A. Jackson. 

Sergeant-at-Arms: J. S. Boggs, Kaufman. 

Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms: W. fl. Taylor, Belton. 

Reading Clerk: J. W. Sellars, Cleburne. 

Assistant Reading Clerk: T. E. Sewell, Canton. 

Journal Clerk: M. Burney, Amphion. 

Assistant Journal Clerk: J. L. Robinson, Jewett. 
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Clerk Sergeant-at-Arms: Jas. E. Gibson, Austin. 
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Committee Clerks: Will J. Bullock. Iowa Park; J. M. Wile- 
man, Bonbam; Ed. Ringer, Denison; W. A. Smith, Waxahachie; 
W. J. Townsend, Jr., Lufkin; L G. Shultz, Brownsville; Jno. S. 
Ward, Burnet; W. H. Marsh, Tyler. 

Pages: Nesbitt Hull, La Grange; Epperson Ezell, Clarksville; 
Q. High tower, Elysian Fields; Walter Carver, Farmersville; 
Robert Boren, Boren; Tilden Childs, Fairfield; Ruskin McArdle, 
Independence; James P. Griffin, (for Speaker), Waxahachie; 
Matt. Glover, Austin; Robert Burney, Orion, Ala. 



passing Comment 



The real question at issue is whether the people are, or are not, 
to rule this country. 



• * * 



Patience as well as zeal, is necessary to the accomplishment of 
any great public or private undertaking. This should be borne 
well in mind by the people in their efforts to secure reforms. No 
single victory, will bring them what they desire 



» 



Some men are willing enough to help on an enterprise when 
they are convinced that it will succeed without their aid.; and 
would hold back, and pull back, if by doing so, they could defeat 
it, however meritorious. When everything goes swimmingly 
they say: "Yes, I helped it out;*' when, failure occurs: **I told 
you so; just as T expected. They are of those who, before acting 
look around, to see what others intend to do; not, of the race of 
noble spirits that meet crises, that blaze the pathways for them- 
selves, that have great thoughts and sentiments and dare and do. 

••* 

Glancing back a hundred, or two hundred years, we are aston- 
ished at what has been accomplished since that time. Disillusion- 
ing ourselves as to the completeness of the present, we realize 
that what has already been accomplished constitutes merely a 
working basis for what is yet to be done, must be done and well 
be done. 

The man who believes that the times in which we live are worse 
than those of former generations is as ignorant of the history of 
the race, as the clod-hopper who believes the earth to be flat, is of 
the truths of astronomy. The man who believes that no improve- 
ment can be made upon present conditions is merely an ass; the man 
who IS of the opinion that he and a few others of his ilk could, if 
iplaced in power, level all unjust inequalities, solve all social and 



|2:ovenimental problems, and inaugurate a man-made millenium, a 
dangerous political fanatic. 

What we now have of good has been slowly ground out of the 
mills of the gods. The wheels may be turning somewhat faster 
now than of yore, but will not grind out all of their grist in a day. 
In this time of discontent it should be remembered that progress 
toward reforms must necessarily be slow and that Patience, Pru^ 
deuce and Tolerance are better guides than Blind Passion and the 
Demon of Destructron.- 

Read history a little more, find out a little more than you now 
know about the damnable political and moral rottenness of the 
*'good old days/' review the present situation and the causes that 
have led up to it, and you will find much to allay unrest, much 
cause for hope and much to inspire you to intelligent effort as a 
member ot the great army of sober well-intentioned patriots who 
are determined to preserve this government at all hazards, perfect 
its institutions as far as they can during their brief day and 
transmit it strengthened and bettered to their children and their 
children's children. 



* « 



Office can confer no merit upon a man. It is simply evidence 
that the people believe he possesses merit. 



* 



The patriotism that makes a man eager to economise for the 
state at the expense of others, and not of himself, is akin to that 
of Artemus Ward, who, not going into the army and reproached 
by his tellow townsmen for a want of patriotism, indigoantly re- 
plied that while he hadn't enlisted and didn't intend to enlist, 
he was a bigger patriot and a higher grade of patriot than any 
man present, as he had already sent a substitute and all of his wife's 
brothers to the front, and was then and there willing in the in- 
terest of the country at large, to have all of her relations con- 
scripted and killed at the drop of a hat, and his detractors could 
put that in their pipes and smoke it, if they would: having said 
which, he walked off v^ry much admiring himsei^f. 



* * 



One of the pleasing incidents of the session was the visit of 
Hon. W. J. Bryan to the city of Austin and his address to the 
members of the Legislature from the Speaker's stand in the hall 
of Representatives — an informal talk, it is true, but one long to 
be remembered. No published report of any man's speech can do. 



him justice, though it be verbatim. There is a something in the 
poise oi the body and gesture, a magnetism in the glance of the 
eye, and a music and thrill in the voice of a great orator that it is 
impossible to commit to paper and that can only be compared to 
the influence exercised by the stage and the queens and princes 
of song. When he had finished, the members, and chance visitors 
who happened to be present, crowded about him and congratulated 
him. Every one was convinced that his fame had not been exag- 
gerated by rumor and realized that he was a great man— ^reat in 
mind, great in oratory, great in courage and great in patriotic 
purpose. He led the battle of the people in 1896 as it could have 
been led by no other man against the powerfully entrenched op- 
position that had to be met. The total vote for McKinley was 
7,106,191; that for Bryan 6,502,685. Palmer aud Buckner 132, « 
871, Levering 131.757, with a considerable straight Populist and 
scattering vote. The total popular vote was 13,923,643. McKin- 
ley's popular majority was only 288,753, and had there been no 
enormous slush fund expended and no men threatened with the 
withdrawal of the chance of work, and their wives and children 
being turned out in winter's cold if McKinley was not elected — in 
other words, if there had been a full and fair expression 
of the popular will, Mr. Bryan would undoubtedly have been 
elected and a beginning made toward ultimately making this a 
government by and in the interest of the common people. There 
is a large and growing element, under present conditions, that 
can be purchased. There is a still larger element that occupies a 
condition of practical slavery, so far as the exercise of the right 
of suffrage is concerned. The rule of plutocracy is not a reinote 
possibility. It is a half accomplished fact. A great danger and 
great duty confronts the country. The one must be met and over- 
come and the other performed by the mass of suffragans 
who are yet free men, under the leadership of some such man of 
destiny as W. J. Bryan. 



The intellectual and political pygmy find it necessary to strut 
and fume and attitudinise to attract attention. The giant cannot 
hide his bulk. 



Economic conditions in this country are radically wrong. 
What is needed, is to render agriculture a profitable employment, 
and to accomplish this direct should be substituted for indirect 



taxation, gold and silver be placed on an equal footing as tbe 
standard money of the country, and a ship canal, or railway, built 
across the Isthmus to open up an unlimited competing market for 
our products in the East. 



Tbe man who possesses genuine capacity knows it, and is no 
more discomposed when others pay the tribute to him that he 
deserves, than a king would be by the uncovering of a coortier. 



A living realization of the truths that citizenship and ofBce- 
holding are sacred trusts, f>urrounded by grave responsibilities and 
fraught with incalculable possibilities, for good and evil, must 
come home to the hearts and minds of the people, before they can 
have good government. 



I^et any man arraign himself at tbe bar of conscience and, 
without excuse or extenuation, review bis own life, and he will 
have little inclinatiou to criticise, but much to throw the mantle 
of charity over the faults of others. 



Judges of the United States Supreme, Circuit and District 
courts. United States District Attorneys and Marshals, and Post- 
masters should be elected by the people. 



The man ot doubtful character stands ready at all times to 
furnish an affidavit to hia character. 



Ancient Phcenecia, Carthage and Rome and mediaeval Venice 
were each, in their turn, commercial mistresses of the world. 
They were free trade nations. Modern England is their suceessor 
and is also a free trade country. There has never been a nation 
burdened with a protective tariff that enjoyed any considerable 
share of the world's trade, no matter what its advantages as to 
situation, climate, productions and the skill of its artizans and 
enterprise of Its merchants. Instead of creating artificial restric- 



tions, every intelligent effort should be employed to remove the 
impediments that nature has imposed, or political, race or other 
prejudice erected between a trading nation and other countries 
whose peoples it desires as buyers. The latter should be given to 
understand that what they have to sell will be as far as possible 
taken in exchange for what they want. Friendliness and confi- 
dence, and not hostility and exclusiveness, are the spirits that fill 
a nation's harbors with ships, its factoriesi with workmen, its fields 
with prospering husbandmen, and its cities with thriving mer- 
chants, and confine pauperism to the diseased and maimed and 
crime to the naturally vicious. 



*** 



The removal of all barriers that restrict trade between the 
United Stated and Mexico would be greatly to the advantage of 
both countries, and a wise statesmanship would without delay 
inaugurate negotiations looking to that end. 






There is a class of writers who astound the ignorant and disgust 
the wise. Big words, **of learned length and ponderous sound," 
constitute their principal stock in trade. Specimen: ''In seeking 
by snythesis to establish the nexus, he has not hesitated to descend 
to tergiversation. * ' This is on a par with the performances of 
young physicians when put on the witness stand. To hear one of 
them discant about abraided cuticle, contused motor muscles and 
extravasation of blood, in describing a common, every- day, black 
eye, is enough to give a horse the snorts. If it were possible to 
breed such a writer to such a medico, the result would be a speci- 
men of the genus homo that would appall the gods. 






FABLE, 

In the days of Haroun Alraschid there dwelt in Bagdad a poor 
scribe who thanked Allah daily that there were some fairly good 
men yet left on the earth and that all the brains had not been ap^ 
propriated by those of former times, and occasionally called at- 
tention to the lact in his writings; the wliich caused a wise man 
to reprove him as follows: '*You are,*' said the wise man, **al- 
ways writing up the merits of people. Why don't you dissect 
and analyze their motives, and set forth their faults, as well as 
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their virtues? Do this my son and hope some day to become 
known to the people/' Now the scribe laid this advice to heart 
and, considering the wise man a fit person to begin on, wrote him 
up along the lines suggested, the which caused the wise man to 
make an ass ot himselt. 

* 

When railroad passenger fare was reduced from five to three 
cents per mile in Texas a cry went up from the railway companies 
that they would be bankrupted. The reverse has proven true. 
Travel and their earnings have largely increased. This merely 
goes to show that '*a business man's government,** run on the 
grab-every-thing-in-sight-aad-hold>it-fast plan, is not what is 
needed, but one guided and administered by enlightened states- 
manship. The man who can make $100,000 in a day by a shrewd 
manipulation might be a miserable stick as the head of a state; 
the statesman, very probably, could not keep his wash-bill 
straight. Let the shoemaker stick to his last. 

* * 
* 

There can be no overproduction until everybody is supplied 
with more than they need. When hundreds of thousands are 
idle and on the verge of starvation, such a statment is ghastly 
irony. Unfetter commerce, remove the crushing burdens from 
agriculture, and run this government in the interest of the people 
ye wise ones at Washington, if you have wisdom, or your eyes 
will be opened for you. 

A workingman can now buy a suit of clothing for $7.50 or $10, 
that would have cost him $15 or $20 ten years ago, sugar for $1 
that would have cost him $2, and shoes for $1.50 that would have 
cost him $3. The Republicans can ea.^ ily restore the prices that 
prevailed. Try it, gentlemen. Blow down the gun-barrel. It is 
loaded with slugs. 

Every foot of territory that was ever added to the Union was 
added to it by the Democratic party, and during the fifty years 
that it was in power such a thing as a tramp was unheard of in 
the country. 

Prosperity under Republican rule? Bosh and gammon, gammon 
and bosh! The country was simply prosperous in spite of Repub- 
lican misrule and corruption. The whisky frauds, Credit Mobilier 
steal, larming out of public offices, and unblushing bribery and 
squandering of the people's money by congress, certainly did not 



produce it? No, the war between the states enriched hundreds 
of thousands in the North and inaugurated an era of railroad 
building that resulted in the construction of railwaj'^s to the Pacific, 
the settlement of new states and building of new cities. While 
all this was going on times were flush of course and would have 
been flush if every man at Washington had been a tbief with his 
hands and arms in the public treasury up to his elbows. 

When the American Colonies rebelled in 1776 a member of the 
British parliament said that they were grossly ungrateful, as they 
had grown, under the protecting care of the mother country, from 
feeble settlements to prosperous communities. To which another 
member replied that they had prospered in spite of robbery and 
oppression, and owed no debt of thanks to England. 

If the Republican party has done anything since the war that it 
ought not to be ashamed of, I would like to know what it is. 



* 



Men marvel much over the genius of a Shakespeare or Byron, 
or pick out some one man and say: **The greatest 
man that ever lived," When it comes to mind, it is a difiScult 
matter to form any idea with reference to degrees of greatness 
after passing a certain point— it has been so diverse in its mani- 
festations. There is no standard to measure by. The mind of a 
Newton, or Kepler, or Darwin is certainly wonderful, so also, is 
that of a Jefferson or Webster, an Angelo or Phidias, a Mozart or 
Handel, a Plato or Socrates; a Napoleon or Caesar, a Columbus 
or Magellan, a Hypocrates or Galen, or for that matter the inven- 
tor of any of the wonderful machines we see in daily use. It is 
only the village lawyer, who breaks into office and wears a matt 
of hair that looks like a mansard roof, who sincerely believes 
that God has given him as large a share of brains as he ever 
dished out to any one human being, and that his profession is su- 
perior to all others. 



* 



Men's woolen suits are now very cheap. Put a tariflfon wool 
and increase their price, if you dare, gentlemen of the dominant 
Republican party, and see how quickly you will be driven out of 
power. Let low tariff" be once established and the people enabled 
to get an abundance of the necessaries of life with the wages that 
they earn, and no man can be found to raise his voice in defense 
of the system of tariff"- robbery that now prevails. The people 
are being ridden by an Old Man of the Sea that needs knocking 
on the head. 
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There is not a single redeeming feature about a protective 
tariff. It breeds legislative extravagance and corruption, forces 
the consumers of the country to pay more for the necessaries of 
life than they are worth, builds an artificial Chinese wall around 
the United States, and does not even benefit those whom it is de- 
signed to benefit, for all interests that have been able to support 
a lobby at Washington have demanded their share of ^'protec* 
tion" to such an extent that the home prices of material used in 
many manufactures has been so greatly increased that profits 
have been cut down below the margin of safety. It simply pro- 
hibits the people of this countr}' from buying where it would be 
to their advantage to buy. 

Under a system of direct taxation billion dollar Congresses 
would be an impossibility. The people would know exactly 
what they were paying for the support of the government and 
would see to it that it was economically, honestly and eflSciently 
administered. 

*** 

Has it ever occurred to you that it is rather strange that after 
silver has been used unrestrictedly as money side by side with 
gold for thousands of years, it should suddenly be discovered (by 
Wall street wiseacres) that its use should be curtailed, or the 
whole country, and, for that matter, civilization with it, go to the 
devil. 

^** 

Money is simply a medium of exchange that everybody agrees 
to accept. That agreement is expressed in this country by laws 
enacted by representatives of the people. Gold and silver are 
merely metals dug from the bowels of the earth. No mysterious 
virtue attaches to either and in considering the financial question 
this fact should never be lost sight of. 

• * • 

It is the use to which things are put and the extent to which 
they are used that gives them their value. This is true of gold 
and silver, as of everything else. 

# # 

If the store of a merchant contained every article that human 
necessity requires, he could issue slips of paper leading: **Good 
for $1.00 at Blank* s store,*' and they would be accepted by every- 
body at their face value. If his store contained nothing but a 



collection of old worn-out fiddle-bows and the like, they would 
be accepted by nobody. What is the application of this truth? 
It is this: Any money of the United States — gold, silver or paper 
— that is legal tender, will be accepted anywhere in the world, for 
the reasons that it will be accepted by us in payment for anything 
we have to sell, and we have that to sell which others wish to 
buy. If the people of a country have no dealings with us, they 
have dealings with some other country that has and that can use 
our money to advantage. A United States five dollar bill will 
buy as much in I^ondon, Copenhagen, St. Petersburg, Paris, Con- 
stantinople, Sidney, Calcutta, Hong Kong or Yeddo, as it will in 
New York city, and every traveller will bear out the statement. 
Mexico has but little to sell and consequently only her gold and 
silver money can be used abroad and that, even, only as bullion. 
See the difference? 

* 

What is all this rot we hear about paying the balances 
of trade in gold? What balances of trade? This country and no 
other oountry, as nations, have any such balances to settle. If 
there are any balances to settle, they are balances due in dealings 
between individuals and they, so far as merchants are concerned, are 
almost invariably settled by bills of exchange which can be bought 
from any banker by paying him in the money of the country in 
which he resides. If you wish to remit money to England all you 
have to do is to go to your banker, give him any kind of United 
States money you have, and get a bill of exchange for the number of 
pounds, shillings and pence you desire and send it in a letter across 
the seas. You do not have to send actual money: neither does a 
merchant, and very seldom does a banker. Cotton, grain, meat 
and other products are shipped to England, drafts are drawn 
against consignees, and these drafts are sold to bankers who for- 
ward them to England, where they are paid and the amounts for 
which they call placed to the credit of the forwarding banks, for 
them to check against. If there are few of these bills afloat 
all an American banker has to do is to wire his correspondent in 

London, Liverpool, or elsewhere: *Tlace pounds to 

my credit. Have this day credited your account with I ,'* 

and he is then able to supply his merchant customers with ex- 
change as it is needed. 

# ^ • 

The coinage of both gold and silver upon an equal footing at 
the ratio of 16 to 1 and the issuance of paper money redeemable 
in either, at the option of the government, is the only method by 
which to secure an honest, stable and adequate currency. 
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The fact that young women are eagerly seeking employment in 
all the departments of labor for which they are suited, shows not 
so much that the * 'emancipation of women' ' is • being accom-» 
plished as that conditions in this country are beginning to approx- 
imate those that have long prevailed in overcrowded foreign 
lands, where the frame work of society has become rigid and its 
divisions between great and small, rich and poor, clearly marked, 
and women have to be bread winners as well as men. They can no 
longer rely solely upon fathers and brothers: the fathers may 
fail, the brothers may lose their jobs; as to husbands, it is 
well enough to learn to do something for they may have to sup- 
port them. 

* 

There is a true religion that all good men have believed in, in 
all ages. 

There is not enough gold in the world to carry on its commerce. 
To issue paper money, ostensibly redeemable in gold, when there 
is no gold to redeem it with, and then contend that the fact that 
it calls for gold makes it **honest money,'* is a piece of political 
hocus pocus that no longer deceives and has ceased to be 
interesting. 

If all contracts were made payable in gold and payment accord- 
ing to contract insisted upon by creditors and upheld by the 
courts, the people would at once become the slaves of the men 
who own the gold. To prevent such a contingency it would be 
the duty of the courts to declare such contracts contrary to public 
policy and for that reason null and void. 

If more silver has been coined than is needed, where is it? 
Certainly not in the pockets of the people? 



Of all despotisms that can be imagined none are so odious and 
unbearable as those imposed by plutocracy and religious fanaticism. 






All money issued by the United States government should be 
made full legal tender. 
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As Mr. Calhoun justly says, * 'the printing press and gunpowder 
render a return to barbarism impossible/' No horde of fearless, 
fighting savages armed with swords, clubs and bows and arrows 
could now sweep down upon a people armed with firearms and 
conquer them. No obliteration of the learning of centuries can 
now follow the destruction of an Alexandrian library. The race 
will hold from this time forward every foot of its advance. 

The property owner who refuses to contribute toward the devel- 
opment and perfection of our public tree school system and State 
University, is blind to his own interests, and the interests of his 
children and children's children, for whose benefit he is laying up 
a fortune. 

Unpleasant as it is to admit, our federal constitution is merely 
a rope of sand. In peaceful times it serves its purpose fairly well ; 
but, in times of turmoil and peril or when a vindictive, triumphant 
majority is in power, or a great corporate interest comes into the 
Supreme Court, or an income-tax decision is handed down by the 
judges of that court, it discovers its weakness, and we realize that 
after all the perpetuation of republican institutions and good gov- 
ernment depends not upon written constitutions but solely upon 
the character of a people. 

* 

When we come to think of all the scoundrels abroad and scoun- 
drelism afloat, an honest, kindly-inteutioned man, however ignor- 
ant he may be and however humble his sphere, assumes his 
rightful position in our estimation as one of God's noblemen, 
deserving of all respect and decent treatment: 

 

« 

When a man commits a crime that shows that there is no hope 
of amendment in him and that his continued existence would be a 
menace to society, he is justly hanged; when his o£fense is not of 
so deep a dye, he is sent to the penitentiary for the purpose of bring- 
ing him to his senses, surrounding him with good influences and 
ultimately returning him to his fellows a better man — this in 
theory merely. Why not in practice? It is a hidous public 
crime to send a man to a hell upon earth to be made a devil. 
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Nothing is more surely true than the statement that **the hope 
of constitutional freedom must ever rest upon the intelligence and 
patriotism of the citizen.*' The man who has helped to establish 
a school house has rendered a true service to his country. 

* 

Any money made legal tender by law, will fill the demands of 
our domestic commerce and be taken at par in other countries to 
the full amount of the value of our exports, for the reason that it 
can be used in paying for those exports. As the balance of trade 
greatly preponderates in our favor we command the situation and 
are in a position to act independently of any other nation in legu- 
lating our financial affairs, and that, too, with perfect safety. To 
impose the single gold standard upon this country at the dictation 
of shylocks is a crime blacker than that of Benedict Arnold — it 
has no counterpart except in that treacherous act of Judas when 
he betrayed the Master with a kiss. Texas stands firmly in line 
for the battle of 1900, and eagerly awaits the signal. 

 * 

When the teeming millions of Asia and Africa come into posses- 
sion of the arts and appliances we now enjoy, will occur the final 
•struggle for the supremacy of our civilizatiQn. 

It is useless for men to delude themselves into the belief that 
there are to be no more great wars. Many such wars will yet occur 
before society has adiusted itself to final conditions under which 
the beneficent intentions of Providence will be carried out. 

*** 

It is well enough to placate an enemy, but the man who does so 
at the sacrifice of a friend, has that within him which will destroy 
him, be he politician or whom he may. 

There is a great difference between the little big-man and the 
man of true capacity. One is pompous, arrogant and supercilUous, 
the other modest, dignified and kindly in his bearing toward and 
intercourse with others. The little big-man would l^ amusing, if 
he were not contemptible. 
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The manufacturers themselves would be benefitted by a reduc- 
tion of the tariff, although a majority of them are too mutton- 
headed to see it. When the internal revenue tax was removed 
from matches, those at the head of the match manufacturing 
industry were in despair; they were to be ruined, etc., etc. Instead 
of being ruined, they have been enriched. Where one match 
was formerly used a box is now used — more workmen are needed 
to supply the demand, the sales have been vastly increased and 
everybody has been tienefitted. What has proven true with refer- 
ence to the match industry would prove true of all others if the 
internal revenue or customs taxes were removed. 



Newspapers should be something more than mere news-gather- 
ers. The press, to deserve the freedom it enjoys and fulfill tie 
high mission that has been assigned it in the economy of civil 
government, should be incorruptible, defend the right, lay on the 
s.orpion-whip when necessary, and make itself the unfailing 
palladium of the people's liberties. The newspaper harlot, how« 
ever, is much in evidence and flaunts its shame and would degrade 
all journalism if it could A few weak headed little sheets, too, 
are trying to pattern ' after it — miserable little slatterns of the 
gutter that they are. 



The building of factories follows upon the growth of population 
and the resulting demand for manufactured articles. A factory 
built in a thinly settled country, destitute of adequate transporta- 
tion fadlties, may ruin its owners, but will never bring population 
to the region. 

The weak and unprincipled man, like the dandy, looks about 
him to discover what impression he is creating upon others, and 
is feverishly anxious for applause. The strong man of honor 
looks neither to the one hand or the other, is indifferent to 
applause, and does, regardless of consequences, what he knows to 
be right. 



Men divide easily on questions and present their respective rea- 
sons with great force; but when they come to the practical settle- 
ment of matters they usually find that they have Gordian knots to 
untie and no sword to cut them with. 
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The price of the farm products of this country is fixed in the 
open markets of the world.where they come in competition, on an 
equal footing, with the farm products of all other countries The 
farmers of the United States sell in a free trade market and buy 
the necessaries of life in a closed market in which they have to 
pay more than the articles are worth. Is it surprising that farm- 
ing does not pay and that there is a dangerous concentration of 
population in the cities? 

* 

* * 

The man who says he is '^small potatoes'' and has never done 
anything worthy of mention, much less remembrance, is often, 
unwittingly, telling the solemn gospel truth. Nevertheless 
he would be deeply chagrined if others were to accept him at his 
preiended estimate of himself. How quick then and furiously 
such a man would fiy to his own defense, and rehearse and mag<^ 
nify his services and merits. 

*  

* 

Standing updn the shore, his eye sweeps over the wide expanse 
of ocean and he says: '*0, deep! I have tljat within me that is 
greater than thou;" gazing at the golden wheel of the heavens, 
he exclaims: **Ye silent, mysterious orbs, I am as old as the first 
impulse of life in the womb of nature that has brought me forth — 
old as truth, older than life or death," and turning to hill and vale 
and plain, he considers visible nature and her operations and 
cries aloud: 'Work on ye silent forces, slaves that serve me and 
destroy;" and yet this creature, speaking in such lordly phrase, 
if viewed from some high peak would appear no larger than a fly 
and from a little greater height would not be visible upon the 
surface of the earth. O, man, who and what art thou and from 
whence acid whither, and what thy meaning! Pit companions, 
the little child and hoary sage. 

Tc is no difficult matter and a sign of no great wisdom to see clear 
ly and call the attention of others to the fact that a horse is mired 
to his belly in a swamp; but it would be both to get him out on 
hard ground. What is needed, is men who can remedy existing 
ills, not persons skilled in depicting them. The latter, however, 
drive a thriving trade and the voices of the former are drowned 
by the babble of know-alls and do-alls, who know-nothing and 
can do nothing. 
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The man who would array one class of citizens against another 
for the purpose of posing as a Moses and feathering his political 
nest, deserves a coat of tar and feathers on his back. The farmer 
tills the soil and while he is so employed the shoemaker is making 
shoes for him, the weaver and tailor, clothing, the manufacturer, 
tools and utensils, and thousands of other hands and brains are 
toiling for him and his. The obligation is not at all one sided. 
Men are mutually dependent upon one another and no one class 
thinks the truth when it thinks that it bears the whole wei8:ht of 
society upon its shoulders and is doing all the work and getting 
nothing but bad treatment in return, A general realization of this 
fact would put the flannel-mouthed agitator's nose out of joint. 
The old fable about **The Stomanch And the Members,*' and the 
admirable passage in Paine's * 'Rights of Man" on this subject 
will bear frequent reading. 

The man who has no regard for the good opinion of society, is 
certain to be either very young and inexperienced, or wanting in 
both decency and sense; he who fears it, a coward, unfit to dis- 
charge the duties of any public. trust; he whose actions are 
prompted by a desire to win it, a knave; and he who can defy it 
when he kijows he is right, a true hero, though he be a hod- 
cairier and laid to rest in the Potter's field. 

The man of large mental calibre, who is by nature a demo>;;Ogue, 
is certain to become dangerous; the man of small bore ridiculous. 

There are more patriots, who are patriots for what there is in 
patriotism for them, than from love of country. They would risk 
death here and go it blind on hell hereafter for **pie" and the 
sweet incense of popular applause. 

When Cincinnatus and Numa Pompillius were called to the 
head of the Roman state, they were not so much elated over the 
honor conferred upon them, as impressed with the gravity of the 
trust confided to them and inspired by a noble resolve to conse- 
crate their abilities and energies to the furtherance of the common 
good. So it has been with all the truly great who have come 
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after them. They did not search for fame. Fame came to them 
unawares and crowned them as a just reward of their virtues and 
public services. So the great herald of the ages came to our 
Washington and Jefferson and will ever come to others. The 
laurel rests easily and gracefully upon the brows of the truly great 

• • • 

It is a vain and unsafe man who seeks public employment in 
order, merely, that he may prefix Hon. to his name. 

 

I 

Among the notables who had to do with the Twenty-fifth Leg- 
islature may be mentioned Col. J. C. Carr, of San Antonio. Ser- 
geant-at-Arms of the Twentieth and Twenty-first Legislatures 
and candidate for election to that position at this session. He 
made a fine tace and like the old soldier that he is, and chivalrous 
gentleman, took his defeat gracefully and was the first man to 
advance down the aisle and congratulate his successful opponent. 
As a sergeant- at-arms Col. Carr has no superior. The same is 
true of him as a business man and citizen. 



part XLvoo. 



POLITICAL PHASES THROUGH WHICH 

TEXAS HAS PASSED. 



The political questions that agitated the people of Texas 
before the beginning of the revolution of 1835-6 were respect 
for and protection of their rights as colonists and resistance, 
or non resistance, to arbitrary, oppressive and unconstitu- 
tional acts of Mexican civil authorities and military com- 
manders; after the war had begun, fighting as a Mexican 
state for the overthrow of the central despotism established 
by Santa Anna and the restoration of the liberal Mexican 
constitution of 1824, or independence; and, after independ- 
ence was secured, annexation to the United States, or the 
maintenance of the separate political autonomy of Texas by 
force of individual arms and the aid of England and France, 
which was promised unofficially by the diplomatic represen- 
tatives of those powers at the Texan capital. The annexa- 
tion of Texas was made a national issue by the Democratic 
party, and was perfected by a Democratic administration, 
which afterwards carried the Mexican war to a successful 
conclusion. As a consequence, a large majority of the peo- 
ple and public men of the state, claimed to be Democrats, the 
Whig party, too, had its representatives, but there were no 
party nominations or strict party alignments until 1855, in 
which year a state Democratic convention met at Waco and 
nominated a full state ticket, to contest the ground with the 
nominees of the Know-Nothing (or American) party, a secret, 
oath-bound, political organization inimical to Catholicism and 
foreign immigrants to this country acquiring and exercising 
the rights ®f citizenship except under very rigid restrictions. 
The Whig party continued to put nominees in the field until 
that party finally went to pieces. After the Know-Nothing 



excitement, the next great question was secession from the 
Union and linking the destinies of Texas with those of the Con- 
federate States. Then came the war, at its conclusion recon- 
struction times and about eight years of Radical Republican 
rule, and then the restoration of the control of the state gov- 
ernment to the Democracy, which has since been in power 
and had to fight and defeat the Greenbackers in 1882 and 
1884, and the Populists in 1892, 1894 and 1896, and now seems 
to be firmly and unshakeably seated in the saddle — so mote 
it ever be, at least so long as the party continues worthy of 
the sacred trust confided to it, the hope and defender of the 
common people and the bulwark of constitutional integrity 
and freedom. 



CHIEF EXECUTIVES OF TEXAS FROM 
1691 TO 1897 — 206 YEARS. 



Spanish — 1691 to 1822 — 131 Years. — Domingo Teran, Bon 
Caspardo de Anaya, Don Martin de Alarcon, Marquis de 
Aguayo, Fernando de Almazan, Melchoir de Madia villa, Juan 
Antonio Bustillos, Manuel de Sandoval, Carlos de Franquis, 
Prudencia Basterra, Justo Boneo, Jacinto de Barrios, An- 
tonio de Martos, Juan Maria, Baron de Riperda, Domingo 
Cabella, Rafael Pacheco, Manuel Munoz, Juan Bantista el 
Guazabel, Antonio Cordero, Manuel de Salcedo, ChristovaL 
Dominguez, and Antonio Martinez. 

Mexican— 1822 to 1835—13 Years.— Trespalacios, 1822; 
Don Luciana le Garcia, 1823; Rafel Gonzales (Coahuila and 
Texas) 1825; Victor Blanco, 1826; Jose Maria Viesca, 1828; 
Jose Maria Letona, 1831, and Francisco Vidauri, 1834. 

Texan— 1835 to 1846—11 Years.— Henry Smith, Provis- 
ional Governor, 1835 to 1836; David G. Burnet, President ad 
interim, 1836; Sam Houston, Constitutional President, 1836; 
Mirabeau B Lamar, President, 1838; Sam Houston, Presi- 
dent, 1841; Anson Jones, President, 1844-6. 

Governors of the State Since Annexation, 1846 to 
1897 — 51 Years. — J. Pinckney Henderson, 1846; George T. 
Wood, 1847; P. B. Bell, 1849 to 1851, and 1851 to 1853; E M. 
Pease, 1853 to 1855, and 1855 to 1857; Hardin R. Runnels, 1857 
to 1859; Sam Houston, 1819 to 1861; Edward Clark, 1861; F. 



R. Lubbock, 1861 to 1863; Pendleton Murrah, 1863 to 1865; A. 
J. Hamilton, (Provisional), 1865 to 1866; James W. Throck- 
morton, 1866 to 1867; E M. Pease, (Provisional), 1867 to 1870; 
E. J. Davis, 1870 to 1874; Richard Coke, 1874 to 1876; R. B. 
Hubbard, 1876 to 1879; Oran M. Roberts, 1879 to 1881, and 
1881 to 1883; John Ireland, 1883 to 1887; L. S. Ross, 1887 to 
1891; Sames S. Hogg, 1891 to 1893, and 1893 to 1895; C. A. 
Culberson, 1895 to 1897, and now serving second term, from 
1897 to 1899. 



GENERAL ELECTIONS IN TEXAS FROM 

1835 TO 1897. 

In the Constitution of Texas, November 11, 1835, Henry 
Smith was elected Provisional Governor and J. W. Robinson 
Provisional Lieutenant Governor. The vote for Governor 
was: Henry Smith, 31; Stephen P. Austin, 22. 

First General Election Under the Republic in 1836. 
For President: Sam Houston, 3,585; Stephen F. Austin, 
551; Henry Smith, 144; T. J.Green, 42; scattering, 5; for 
Constitution of 1836, 3,199; against Constitution, 223. 

Second General Election 1838. For President: Mira- 
beau B. Lamar, 6,995; Robert M. Wilson, 252. 

Third General Election, 1841. For President: Sam 
Houston, 7,915; David G. Burnet, 3,616. 

Fourth General Election, 1844. For President: Anson 
Jones, 6,443; Edward Burleson, 5,054. 

First State Election, 1845. For Governor: J, P. Hen- 
derson, 7,853; J. B. Miller, 1,673; scattering, 52. 

Second State Election, 1847. For Governor: George T. 
Wood, 7,154; J. B. Miller, 5,106; N. H. Darnell, 1,276; J. J. 
Robinson, 379; scattering, 852, 

Third State Election, 1849. For Governor: P. H. Bell, 
10,319; George T. Wood, 8,764; John T. Mills, 2,632; for 
amendment to Constitution, 15,852; against amendment to 
Constitution, 3,139. 

Fourth State Election, 1 851. For Governor: P. H. Bell, 
13,595; M. T. Johnson, 5,292; John A. Green, 4,061; B. H. Ep- 
I)erson, 2,971; T. J. Chambers, 2,320; scattering, 100. 

Fifth State Election, 1853. For Governor: E. M. 
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Pease, 13,091; W. B. Ochiltree, 9,178; George T. Wood, 5,903; 
L. D. Evans, 4,677; T. J. Chambers, 2,449; John Darcy, 315. 

Sixth State Election, 1855. For Governor: E. M. 
Pease, 26,336; D. C. Dickson, 18,968; W. T. Johnson, 809; 
George T. Wood, 226. 

Seventh State Election, 1857. For Governor: H. R. 
Runnels, 32,552; Sam Houston, 28,678. 

Eighth State Election, 1859. For Governor: Sam 
Houston, 36,227; H. R. Runnels, 27,500, scattering, 61. 

Ninth State Election, 1861. For Governor: F. R. 
Lubbock, 21,854; Edward Clark, 21,730; T. J. Chambers, 
13,759. 

Tenth State Election, 1863, For Governor: Pendleton 
Murrah, 17,511; T. J. Chambers, 12,455; scattering, 1,070. 

Eleventh State Election, 1866. For Governor: J, W- 
Throckmorton, 49,277; E. M. Pease, 12,168. 

Twelfth State Election, 1869. For Governor: E. J. 
Davis, 39,901; A. J. Hamilton, 39,092; Hamilton Stewart, 380. 

Thirteenth State Election, 1873. For Governor: Rich- 
ard Coke, 85,549; E. J. Davis, 42,633 

Fourteenth State Election, 1876. For Governor: Rich- 
ard Coke, 150,581; William Chambers, 47,719. 

Fifteenth State Election, 1878. For Governor: O. M- 
Roberts, 158,933; W. H. Hamman, 55,002; A. B. Norton, 23,. 
402; scattering, 99. 

Sixteenth State Election, 1880. For Governor: O. M. 
Roberts, 166,101; E. J. Davis, 64,382; W. Hamman, 33,721. 

Seventeenth State Election, 1882. For Governor: John 
Ireland, 150,891; George W. Jones, 102,501; J. B. Robertson 
334. 

Eighteenth State Election, 1884. For Governor: John 
Ireland, 212, 234; George W. Jones, 88,450; A. B. Norton, 25,- 
557. 

Nineteenth State Election, 1886. For Governor: 
L. S. Ross, 228,776; A. M. Cochran, 65,236; E. L. Dohoney, 
19,186; scattering, 102. 

Twentieth State Election, 1888. For Governor: L. S- 
Ross, 250,338; Marion Martin, 98,447. 

Twenty -First State Election, 1890. For Governor: Jas.. 
S. Hogg, 262,432; Web Flanagan, 77,742; E. C. Heath, 2,235. 

Twenty-Second State Election, 1892. For Governor: J. 
S. Hogg, 190,486; George W. Clark, 133,395; T. L. Nugent, 



108,483; A. J. Houston, 1,322; D. M. Prendergast, 1,605; scat- 
tering, 176. 

Twenty-Third State Election, 1894. For Governor: 
C. A. Culberson, 216,373; W. K. Makemson, 57,147; J. B. 
Schmitz, 5,304; T. L. Nugent, 159,676; J. M. Dunn, 21,295; 
scattering, 1,076. 

Twenty-Fourth State Election, 1896. For Governor: 
C. A. Culberson, 298,528; Jerome C. Kearby, 238,692; Ran- 
dolph Clark, 1,876; scattering, 682. 



ROSTER OF STATE OFFICERS. 



Charles A. Culberson, Governor; George T. Jester, Lieu- 
tenant Governor;. R. W. Finley, Comptroller; W. B. Wortham, 
Treasurer; A. J. Baker, Land Commissioner; M. M. Crane, 
Attorney General; J. M. Carlisle, Superintendent of Public 
Instruction; W. H. Mabry, Adjutant General^ J. W. Madden, 
Secretary of State; A. J. Rose, Commissioner of Agriculture, 
Insurance, Statistics and History; J. R. Mobley, Superin- 
tendent Pubhc Buildings and Grounds. 

Supreme Court. Meets at Austin first Monday in Octo- 
ber and holds until last Saturday in June. R. R. Gaines, 
Chief Justice. Associate Justices: T. J. Brown and L. G. 
Denman. Reporter: A. E. Wilkinson. Clerk: Charles S. 
Morse. 

Court Criminal Appeals. Convenes at Tyler first Mon- 
day in October; at Dallas, first Monday in January; at Austin, 
first Monday in April. J, M. Hurt, Presiding Judge. Asso- 
ciate Judges: W. L. Davidson and John N. Henderson. 
Clerks: Ed. B. Wiggins, Tyler; W. A. Hudson, Dallas; E. P. 
Smith, Austin. 

Court of Civil Appeals — First District — Galveston. 
Meets first Monday in October and may continue in session 
until first Monday in July; same as to other courts of Civil 
Appeals mentioned. C. C. Garrett, Chief Justice. Asso- 
ciate Justices: H. C. Pleasants and P. A. Williams. Clerk: 
H. M. Knight. 

Second DisxRiCTr-Fort Worth. B. D. Tarlton, Chief Jus- 
tice. Associate Justices: I. W. Stephens and Sam J. Hunter. 
Clerk: W. L. Huff. 

Third DiSTRiCT^Austin. H. C. Fisher, Chief Justice. 
Associate Justices: W. E. Collard and W. M. Key. Clerk: 
R H. Connerly. 

Fourth District— San Antonio. John H. James, Chief 
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Justice. Associate Justices: H. H. Neill and W. S. Fly. 
Clerk: H. E. Hildebrand. 

Fifth District — Dallas. H. W. Lightfoot, Chief Justice. 
Associate Justices: N. W. Finley and Anson Rainey. Clerk : 
G. W. Blair. 

Railroad Commission: John H. Reagan, Chairman; L. J. 
Story and Allison May field. 

United States Senators FROM Texas: Roger Q. Mills 
and Horace Chilton. ' 

Members U. S. House of Representatives from Texas: 
T. H. Ball, First District; S. B. Cooper. Second District; 
R. C. DeGraffenreid, Third District; J. W. Crawford, Fourth 
District; J. W. Bailey, Fifth District; R. E. Burke, Sixth Dis- 
trict; R. L. Henry, Seventh District; S. W. T. Lanham, Eighth 
District; Joseph D. Sayers, Ninth District; R. B. Hawley, 
Tenth Districi; Rudolph Kleberg, Eleventh District; J. L. 
Slayden, Twelfth District; John H. Stephens, Thirteenth 
District. 

Dr. R M. Swearingen, State Health Officer, Austin; R. J. 
Kleberg, Corpus Christi; W. J. Moore, Houston, and W. B. 
Tullis, Quanah, Live Stock Sanitary Commission; W. B. Dun- 
ham and Rev. W. C. Denson,Board of Pardons, Austin; L. A. 
Whatley, Superintendent Penitentiaries, Huntsville; O. H. 
Morrison, State Revenue Agent, Austin; J. S. Rice, Financial 
Agent Penitentiaries; Huntsville; I. P. Kibbe, Fish and 
Oyster Commissioner, Rockport; Geo. T. Winston, President 
of the State University, Austin; J. F. Y. Paine, M. D., Dean 
of the Faculty of the School of Medicine of the State Uni- 
versity, located at Galveston; Ex-Gov. L. S. Ross, President 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, College Station; H. C. 
Pritchett, Principal Sam Houston Normal School, Huntsville; 
Edward L. Blackshear, Principal Prairie View (Colored) 
Normal School, Prairie View; Col. W. A. Wortham. Superin- 
tendent Orphans' Home, Corsicana; Gen. Wm. P. Hardeman, 
Superintendent Confederate Home, Austin; Dr. E. P. Becton, 
Superintendent Institution for the Blind. Austin; A. T. Rose, 
Superintendent Institution for Deaf and J)umb, Anstin; S. J. 
Jenkins, Superintendent of the Institution for Colored Deaf 
and Dumb and Blind, Austin; B. M. Worsham, Superintend - 
ent Insane Asylum, Austin; Dr. W- W. MacGregor, Superin- 
tendent Southwestern Insane Asylum, San Antonio; Dr. B. 
J. Galliard, Superintendent North Texas Insane Asylum, 
Terrell; J. P. McGuire, Superintendent Reformatory, Gates- 
ville; E. R. McLean, Governor's Private Secretary, Austin. 



RULES OF ORDER 



OF THK 



TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE 



STATE OF TEXAS. 



RtJLES OF THE SENATE. 



QUofurn* — 1. Two-thirds of all Senators elected shall con- 
stitute a quorum, but a smaller number may adjourn from 
day to day, and compel the attendance of absent members. 
(Constitution, Art. Ill, Sec. 16.) 

2. In case a less number shall convene, the members pres- 
ent may send the Sergeant-at Arms, or any other person, or 
persons, for any or all absent members. 

/Vbsentees. — 3. No member shaU absent himself from the 
sessions of the Senate, without leave, unless he be sick, or 
unable to attend. 

4. A call of the Senate may be demanded by five members, 
and if there be any absent the names of the absentees shall 
be called again. If they do not answer, the Sergeant-at- 
Arms, or a special messenger, may be sent for them, and the 
question pending shall be, without a motion, laid on the table 
until the absentees appear or the call be suspended. 

Officers of the Senate. — 5. The Lieutenant Governor of 
the State shaU, by virtue of his office, be President of the 
Senate. • (Constitution, Art. IV, Sec. 16.) 

6. The Senate shall, at the beginning and close of each ses- 
sion, and at such other times as may be necessary, elect one 



of its members President pro tempore, who shall perform 
the duties of Lieutenant Governor in any case of absence or 
disability of that officer, and whenever the said office of 
Lieutenant Governor shall be vacant. (Constitution, Art. 
Ill, Sec. 9.) 

Rules oi' Oi'dei' of the Senate. — 7. The Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, or President for the time being, shall have the 
right to name a member to perform the duties of the chair, 
but such substitution shall not extend beyond an adjourn- 
ment. 

8. The President of the Senate shall have controlof such 
parts of the Capitol as have been, or may be, set apart for the 
use of the Senate and its officers. 

9. A Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Sergeant -at- Arms, 
Doorkeeper, and Enrolling and Engrossing Clerks, and such 
other officers as a majority vote may determine to be neces- 
sary, shall be elected the first session of the Legislature, to 
continue in office until discharged by the Senate. 

Open Dooi's. — 10. The doors of the Senate shall be kept 
open, except when there is an executive session. (Constitu- 
tion, Art. Ill, Sec. 16.) 

Oi'dei' of Business. — 11. The presiding officer shall take 
the chair at the hour to which the Senate last adjourned. 

12. The names of the Senators shall be called alphabetic- 
ally; should a quorum not be in attendance a majority of 
those present shall be authorized to send the Sergeant-at- 
Arms, or a special messenger, for the absentees; when there 
is a quorum assembled the journal of the preceding day shall 
be read, and corrected if necessary. (Constitution, Art. Ill, 
Sec. 10.) 

13. The President shall then call, first, for petitions and 
memorials; second, for reports from standing committees; 
third, for reports from select committees; fourth, for bills 
and resolutions, which shall conclude the morning call, and 
which the President shall announce to the Senate; fifth, for 
the special order; sixth, for House bills for reference to ap- 
propriate committees, when reference is necessary; seventh, 
for unfinished business; eighth, for bills on third reading; 
ninth, for bills reported from committees; tenth, for busi- 
ness on the table, which shall be called in the following order: 
1. Simple resolutions. 2. Messages and executive commu- 
nications. 3. Messages from the House, and House -amend- 
ments to Senate bills and resolutions. 4. Any other busi- 
ness on the table shall be disposed of in the order presented, 
or as the Senate may direct. 



Decoitirn aqd Debate. — 14. When a Senator is about to 
speak in debate, or to communicate any matter to the Senate; 
he shall address the President, standing in his place; and 
when he is finished, shall sit down. 

15. When two or more members rise to address the' chair, 
the President shall name the person to speak; but in jaU cases 
the member who shall first rise and address the chair shall 
speak first. 

16. No member shall speak more than once in any one de- 
bate until every member desiring to do so shall have spoken; 
nor shall any member speak more than twice in any one de- 
bate without leave of the Senate. 

17. When a member shall be called to order by the Pres- 
ident, or by a Senator, he shall sit down and not be allowed 
to speak, except to the point of order, until the question of 
order be decided. If the decision be in his favor, he shall be 
at liberty to proceed; if otherwise, he shall not proceed with- 
out leave of the Senate. 

18. If a member be called to order for using exceptionable 
words, they shall immediately be taken down in writing, that 
the President may be better enabled to judge of them. 

19. Every question of order shall in the first instance be 
decided by the President, from whose decision any member 
may appeal to the Senate. 

20. While the President is putting the question or address- 
ing the Senate he shall ilot be interrupted. 

21. While a member is speaking no other member shall in- 
terrupt him, except by leave, to explain, nor shall a member 
speak to any one, or walk across the floor, or otherwise inter- 
rupt the business of the Senate. No smoking shall be al- 
lowed in the Senate chamber during the session of the 
Senate. 

22. When a question is under consideration by the Senate 
no motion shall be made except to fix the day to which the 
Senate shall adjourn, to adjourn, to proceed to the transac- 
tion of executive business, the previous question, to post- 
pone indefinitely, to postpone to a time certain, to lie on the 
table, to commit with instructions, to commit without in- 
structions, to amend. Which several motions shall have pre- 
cedence in the order in which they are arranged. 

23. No debate shall be allowed on a motion to lay on the ta- 
ble, for the previous question, or to adjourn. 

24. The Senate may punish any member for disorderly 
conduct, and with the consent of two-thirds may expel a 



member; but not a second time for the same offense. (Con- 
stitution, Art. Ill, Sec. 11.) 

25. The Senate, during its session, may imprison for forty- 
eight hours any person, not a member, for disrespectful or 
disorderly conduct in its presence, or for obstructing any of 
its proceedings. (Constitution, Art. Ill, Sec. 15.) 

26. Any member who shall receive or offer a bribe, or who 
shall suffer his vote influenced by promise or preferment 
or reward, shall, on conviction, be expelled. 

Bills. — 27 No bill shall have the force of a law until it has 
been read on three several days in each house, and free dis- 
cussion allowed thereon; but in cases of imperative public 
necessity (which necessity shall be stated in a preamble or in 
the body of the bill) four-fifths of the house in which the bill 
may be pending may suspend this rule, the yeas and nays 
being taken on the question of suspension and entered upon 
the journals. (Constitution, Art. Ill, Sec. 23.) 

28. The President shall, at each reading, announce whether 
the bill originated in the Senate or House of Representatives, 
and whether it be the first, second or third reading. 

29. A bill, when introduced, shaD be read and referred to a 
committee. The first reading of a bill, if a Senate bill, shall 
be the reading thereof when first introduced; if a House bill, 
the reading thereof when transmitted to the Senate. And 
all House bills, when received in the Senate, shall be read 
and referred to a committee. No action shall be taken upon 
a bill accepting, rejecting or amending the same until it has 
been reported upon by a committee. 

30. No motion shall be necessary to pass a bill to its second 
reading. The main question on the second reading of the 
bill, shall be, if a Senate bill, **shall this bill be engrossed 
and passed to a third reading?" and if it be a House bill, 
* 'shall thi^ bill pass to a third reading?" 

31. No bill shall be considered unless it has first been re- 
ferred to a committee and reported thereon; and no bill shall 
be passed which has not been presented and referred to a 
committee at least three days before the final adjournment of 
the Legislature. (Constitution, Art. Ill, Sec. 37.) 

32. No amendment shall be received at the third reading 
of a bill without the consent of two-thirds of the members 
present. 

33. It shall be in order at the third reading of a bill to move 
its reference to a committee; and should such motion prevail 
and any amendment be reported by the committee, the said 
bill shall b^ considered as on its second reading. 



34. The presiding officer of each house shall, in the pres- 
ence of the house over which he presides, sign all bills and 
joint resolutions passed by the Legislature, after their titles 
have been publicly read before singing, and the fact of sign- 
ing shall be entered on the journals. (Constitution, Art. Ill, 
Sec. 38.) 

Bills that fVaVe Passed the Senate and Been fVrnended in 
li*ous6 of Representatives. — 35. When the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall adopt and send to the Senate a substi- 
tute for a bill that had previously passed the Senate and 
been sent to the House, said substitute shall be acted on 
by the Senate in the same manner as a bill that originated in 
the House of Representatives. 
36. (Rescinded April 15, 1879.) 

Resolutions. — 37. Every resolution that requires the ap- 
proval of the Governor shall be subject to the rules that gov- 
ern the proceedings on bills. 

38. All resolutions, except those named in the preceding 
rules, shall be acted on upon their introduction, or on motion 
postponed or referred to an appropriate committee. 

/Vinendments to fh© Constitution* — 39. All amendments 
proposed to the Constitution shall be subject to the rules 
that govern proceedings on bills, except that they shall 
in all cases be read on three several days, and shall only be 
passed by a vote of two- thirds of the members elected to the 
Senate. (Constitution, Art. XVII, Sec 1.) "When a pro- 
posed amendment to the Constitution may be under consid- 
eration, the votes of the majority of the members present 
shall be sufficient to decide an amendment thereto, or any 
collateral or incidental question short of the final question. 

Motions. — 40. AU motions shall be reduced to writing and 
read by the Secretary, if desired by the presiding officer or 
any Senator present. 

41. After a motion has been stated by the President, or 
read by the Secretary, it shall be deemed to be in possession 
of the Senate; but it may be withdrawn at any time before it 
has been amended or decided. 

•42. On motion to fix a sum or state a time, the largest sum 
and the longest time shall have precedence. 

43. Any member may have the question before the Senate 
divided, if it be susceptible of a division, into distinct ques- 
tions. 

44, If the question in debate contains several points, any 
member may have the same divided; but on a motion to 
strike out and insert, it shall not be in order to move for a 
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division of the question; but the rejection of a motion to 
strike out and insert one proposition shall not prevent a mo- 
tion to strike out and insert a different proposition; nor pre- 
vent a subsequent motion simply to strike out; nor shall the 
rejection of a motion simply to strike out prevent a subse- 
quent motion to strike out and insert. 

45. No motion to postpone, or to commit, having been once 
decided, shall be again allowed on the same day, at the same 
stage of a bill or other question before the Senate. 

46, No motion to admit any person whomsoever within the 
bar of the Senate shall be in order. 

Petitions and Mernoi'iais. — 47. Before any petition or 
memorial, addressed to the Senate, shall be received and 
read at the table, a brief, verbal statement of its contents 
may be made by the person presenting it. 

Pi'otests. — 48. Any member shall have liberty to dissent 
from any act or resolution which he may think injurious to 
to the public an individual, and have the reason for dissent 
entered on the journal. 

f^epofts. — 49. All reports shall be in writing. 

50. It shall be in order for the CoDlmittee on Engrossed 
and Enrolled BUls to rexK)rt at any time. 

51. All reports, except reports from Committee on En- 
grossed and Enrolled Bills, shall, after being read, lie on 
the table one day for consideration, unless committed. 

52. When a committee shall report an original bill, such 
bill shall be read with the report, and shall be endorsed by 
the Secretary as having been read the first time. 

GoiTiniitnricnt. — 53 Motions in writing, reports, and all 
resolutions, except such as require the approval of the Gov- 
ernor, may be committed at the pleasure of the Senate. 

54. When several motions shall be made for reference of a 
subject to a committee, they shall have preference in the fol- 
lowing order: First, to a committee of the whole Senate; 
second, to a standing committee; third, to a select committee. 

Reconsidei'ation* — 55. After a question shall have been 
decided, either in the affirmative or negative, any member 
voting with the prevailing side may, on the same day in 
which the vote was taken, or within the next succeeding day 
of actual session, move the reconsideration thereof When a 
bill, resolution, report, amendment, order or message upon 
which the vote was taken shall have gone out of the posses- 
sion of the Senate, and been communicated to the House of 
Representatives, the motion to reconsider shall be accompa- 



nied by a motion to request the House to return the same, 
which last motion shall be acted upon, and if determined in 
the negative, shall be a final disposition of the motion to re- 
consider. 

56. In all cases a motion to reconsider shall be decided by 
a majority of the votes. 

57. When the reading of a paper is called for, and the same 
is objected to by any member, it shall be determined by a 
vote of the Senate, and without debate. 

Questions. — Mode of Stating and Voting Upon. — 58. 
All questions shall be distinctly put by the President, and 
the members shall signify their assent or dissent by answer- 
ing **Aye,"or **No." 

Esual Division ot the Senate.— 59. If the Senate be 
equally divided on any question, the Lieutenant Governor, if 
present, shall give the casting vote. (Constitution, Art. IV, 
Sec. 16.) 

60. The President of the Senate, for the time being, shall 
not, by virtue of his office, be entitled to give the casting 
vote in any case. 

61. If the Senate is equally divided on any question when 
the Lieutenant Governor is not present, such question or 
motion shall be lost. 

Veas and Nays, — 62. On the call of three members for 
the yeas and nays on any question, they shall be taken, and 
each member, upon his name being called, unless excused by 
the Senate, shall without debate answer **yea'' or '*nay/* 

63. Upon the final passage of all amendments proposed to 
the Constitution, of all bills appropriating money or lands for 
any purpose, and of all other questions requiring a vote of 
two-thirds, except a motion to suspend the rules, the presid- 
ing officer shall call for the yeas and nays, and they shall be 
entered on the journal. 

64. At the desire of any three members present, the yeas 
and nays shrll be entered on the journal, and the names of 
the members preseet and not voting shall be recorded imme- 
diately after those voting in the affirmative and negative, and 
such members shall be counted in determining the presence 
of a quorum. 

65. Upon any roll call of the Senate, should any member 
who is within the Senate chamber fail or refuse to answer 
when his name is called, the Secretary of the Senate shall, 
under the direction of the President of the Senate, record 
such member as present. 
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TWo-Thii'da Vote— On What Questions Requirei> — 66. 
A vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to the Senate 
shall be required — 

First. For the final passage of amendments to the Consti- 
tution. (Constitution, Art. VII, Sec. 1.) 

Second. Bills exempting property from taxation. (Consti^ 
tution. Art. VIII, Sec. 10.) 

Third. Bills to revoke or repeal private corporations. 

Fourth. Bills to authorize the State to borrow money. 

Fifth. Bills that have been returned by the Governor, -with 
his objections. (Constitution, Art, IV, Sec. 14.) 

Sixth. Bills to reduce a county to a less area than nine 
hundred square miles. (Constitution, Art IX, Sec. 1.) 

Seventh. An address to the Governor for the removal of 
of any other civil officer. (Constitution Art. XV, Sec. 8.) 

Eighth. In case of impeachment, a vote of two-thirds shall 
be required to convict. (Constitution, Art. XV, Sec. 3.) 

Ninth. No amendment shall be received at the third read- 
ing of a bill without the consent of two-thirds present. (See 
R 37.) 

Tenth. Order of business shall not be postponed or 
changed without a two- thirds vote. (See R. 72.) 

Eleventh. No rule of the Senate shall be suspended unless 
by a vote of two-thirds. (See R. 71.) 

Twelfth. A two-thirds vote is necessary for the expulsion 
of a member. (Constitution, Art. Ill, Sec. 11 ) 

Suspension and Recission of the Rules. — 67. It shall re- 
quire a vote of four-fifths of the Senate to suspend the 
rules requiring bills to be read on three several days. (Con- 
stitution, Art. Ill, Sec. 32.) 

68. No standing rule or order of the Senate shall be re- 
scinded or changed without one day's notice being given of 
the motion therefor. 

69. No motion to suspend the rules for the purpose of con- 
sidering a bill or resolution out of its order shall be enter- 
tained during the morning call. 

Rejection of Bills^ Resolutions and Motions. — 70. After 
a bill or resolution has been rejected by either branch 
of the Legislature, no bill or resolution containing the same 
subject shall be passed into a law during the same session. 
(Constitution, Art. Ill, Sec. 34.) 

71. A bill or resolution having been indefinitely postponed, 
shall not be acted on during the same session; nor shall any 
other bill or resolution containing the same substance be 
passed into a law during the same session. 



Blections, — 72. In all elections by the Senate, the vote 
shall be given viva voce, except in the election of officers of 
the Senate. (Constitution, Art. Ill, Sec. 41.) 

73. ^. majority of the whole number of votes shall be nec- 
essary for a choice in all elections by the Senate. 

Committees. — 74. All committees shall be appointed by 
the President, unless otherwise directed by the Senate. 
75. The following standing committees shall be appointed: 
1. A Judiciary Committee No. 1. 2. A Judiciary Commit- 
tee No. 2. 3. A Committee on Constitutional Amendments. 
4. A Committee on Educational Affairs. 5. A Committee on 
Internal Improvements. 6. A Committee on Finance. 7. A 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 8. A Committee on* 
State Penitentiaries. 9. A Committee on Statistics of In- 
dustry, Public Health and History of Texas. 10. A Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 11. A Committee on Public Lands. 
12. A Committee on State Affairs. 13. A Committee on Com- 
merce and Manufactures. . 14. A Committee on Public 
Roads, Bridges and Perries. 15. A Committee on Public 
Claims and Accounts. 16. A Committee on Contingent Ex- 
penses. 17. A Committee on General Land Office, 18. A 
Committee on Federal Relations. 19 A Committee on Coun- 
ties and County Boundaries. 20 A Committee on Public 
Debt. 21. A Committee on Public Printing 22. A Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs and Frontier Protection. 23. A 
Committee on State Asylums. 24. A Committee on Stock 
and Stockraising. 25 A Committee on Agricultural Affairs. 
26. A Committee on Retrenchment and Reform. 27. A 
Committee on Treasurer's and Comptroller's Department. 
28. A Committee on Privileges and Elections. 29. A Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 30. A Committee 
on Revision of Senate Rules of Order, and Joint Committee 
on Rules of Joint Session. 31. A Committee on Engrossed 
Bills. 32. A Committee on Enrolled Bills. 33. A Committee 
on Revision of the Codes. 34. A Committee on Insurance, 
Statistics, and History. 35. A Committee on Towns, Cities 
and Corporations, 36 A Committee on Mining and Irriga- 
tion. 37. A Committee on Labor. 

Committee of the Whole. — 76. It shall be in order for 
the Senate, at any time after bills and resolutions have been 
called, to resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole. 

77. In forming a committee of the whole Senate, the Presi- 
dent shall leave the chair, and shall appoint a chairman to 
preside in committee. 
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78. When in Committee of the Whole, the Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor shall have a right to debate and vote on all questions. 
(Constitution, Art. IV, Sec. 16.) 

79 The Rules of the Senate, as far as applicable, shall be 
observed in Committee of the Whole. 

80. Upon bills committed to a committee of the whole 
Senate, the bill shall be read and debated by clauses, leaving 
the preamble to be last considered; the body of the bill shall 
not be defaced or interlined; but all amendments, noting the 
page or line, shall be duly entered by the Secretary on a 
separate paper, as the same shall be agreed to. by the com- 
mittee, and so reported to the Senate; after the report, the 
bill shall again be subject to be debated and amended, or 
committed, before a question to engross it be taken. 

Nominations by the Govepnop. — 81. When nominations 
shall be sent to the Senate by the Governor, a future day 
shall be assigned for action thereon, unless the Senate unan- 
imously direct otherwise. 

82. Nominations sTiall only be acted on in executive ses- 
sion. 

83. All nominations approved or definitely acted on by the 
Senate, shall be returned to the Governor, by the Secretary, 
from day to day, as such proceedings may occur. 

E>^ecUtiVe Session- — 84. When the Senate is in 'executive 
session, the Senate chamber and gallery shall be cleared of 
all persons except the Secretaries, Doorkeeper and Assistant 
Doorkeeper, Sergeant-at-Arms and Assistant Sergeant-at- 
Arms, who shall keep secret the proceedings of such session 
until the injunction of secrecy is removed by unanimous vote 
of the Senate. 

85. All information or remarks touching the character or 
qualifications of any person nominated by the Governor to 
office shall be kept secret. 

86. Any officer or member convicted of violating any pro- 
vision of either of the two preceding rules shall be liable, if 
an officer, to dismissal from the service of the Senate, and if 
a member, to expulsion. 

Messages. — 87. Messages, bills, resolutions and other 
papers shall be sent to the House of Representatives by the 
Secretary, who shall previously endorse upon them the final 
determination of the Senate thereon. 

88. Messages may be received at any time, except while a 
question is being put, while the yeas and nays are being 
taken, or while the ballots are being counted. 
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Journal O! the Senate.— 89. The proceedings of the 
Senate when not in Committee of the Whole or in executive 
session, shall be entered on the journal as concisely as possi- 
ble, care being taken to detail a true and accurate account of 
the proceedings; the titles of bills, and such parts thereof 
only as shall be affected by proposed amendments, shall be 
inserted in the journal; every report of a committee and vote 
of the Senate, and a brief statement of the contents of each 
petition, memorial or paper presented to the Senate shall 
also be inserted on the journal 

90. When a bill shall be returned to the Senate by the Gov- 
ernor, with his objections, they shall be entered at large upon 
the journal. (Constitution, Art. IV, Sec 14.) 

91. The proceedings of the Senate, when in executive ses- 
sion acting upon nominations made by the Governor, shall 
be kept in a separate and distinct book. 

RpdioUfr\n\er\U — 92. A motion to adjourn shall always be in 
order, and shall be decided without debate, and the Senate 
may adjourn while operating under the previous question. 

93. The Senate shall not adjourn for more than three days, 
nor to any other place than that in which it may be sitting, 
without the concurrence of the House of Representatives. 
(Constitution, Art. Ill, Sec. 17.) 

/¥dnii88ion of Persons Within the Baf of the Senate 
Chamber. — 94. The Governor and ex-Governors of the State, 

the ex-Presidents of the Republic of Texas, the members of 

the House of Representatives, and such other persons as the 

presiding officer or any member of the Senate may invite 

within the bar of the Senate, shall be supplied with seats 

therein. 

Senate Rules. — When Silent. — 95. The President of the 
Senate shall decide all questions not provided for by the 
standing rules and orders of the Senate; and joint rules and 
orders of both branches of the Legislature, according to par- 
liamentary practice, as laid down by modern approved 
authors, subject to appeal to the Senate as in other cases. 

96. No motion to table an amendment shall carry with it 
the original bill or motion. 

previous Question. — 97. Pending the consideration of 
any question before the Senate, any Senator may call for the 
previous question, and if seconded by five senators, the pre- 
siding officer shall submit the question, **Shall the main ques- 
tion be now put?'' and if a majority vote is in favor of it, the 
main question shall be ordered, the effect of which shall be 
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to cut off all further amendments and debate, and bring, the 
Senate to a direct vote — first, upon pending amendments and 
motions, if there be any; then upon the main proposition. 
The main question may be ordered on any pending amend- 
ment or motion before the Senate as a separate proposition, 
and be exhausted upon a decisive vote upon said amendment 
or motion 

98. Hereafter, when committee reports are handed in, they 
shall be printed in the journal without being read by the 
Senate. 
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RULES OF THE HOUSE, 



Touching the Duty and Rights of the SpeaKef.— 1. He 

shall take the chair every day at the hour to which the 
House shall have last adjourned, and immediately call the 
members to order. If a quorum be in attendance, he shall 
cause the journals of the preceding day to be read, which 
may then be corrected by the House. 

2. He shall preserve order and decorum, may speak to 
points of order in preference to members, rising from his 
seat for that purpose; he shall decide questions of order, sub- 
ject to an appeal to the House made by any two members, on 
which appeal no member shall speak more than once, unless 
by leave of the House. 

3. He shall rise to put a question, but may state it while 
sitting. 

4. Questions shall be distinctly put in this form, to-wit: 
**As many of you as are of the opinion that (as the question 
may be), say Aye;" and after the affirmative voice is ex- 
pressed: * 'As many as are of a contrary opinion, say No.'' 
If the Speaker is in doubt, or a division is called for, the 
House shall divide; those in the affirmative of the question 
shall rise from their seats and remain standing until the 
Clerk has numbered them and the number has been an- 
nounced by the Speaker Those who vote in the negative 
are then requested to rise, and they are numbered and the 
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number announced. The yeas and nays may be called for 
before the decision of the Speaker is announced. 

5. The Speaker shall have the right to examine and cor- 
rect the journal before it is read. He shall have the right to 
name any member to perform the duties of the chair, but 
such substitution shall not extend beyond an adjournment. 

Whenever the Speaker shall be absent at any hour to which 
the House has adjourned, it shall be the duty of the Chief 
Clerk to call the House to order and to have the roll called, 
and if a quorum be present the House shall proceed to elect 
a speaker pro tem., who shall discharge the duties of Speaker 
of the House of Representatives during his absence. 

6. In all cases of election by the House the Speaker shall 
vot€J; in other cases he shall not be required to vote, unless 
the House be equally divided, or unless his vote, if given to 
the minority, will make the division equal; and in case of 
such equal division the question shall be lost, except on a 
question of adjournment. 

7. All committees ana the chairmen of the same shall be 
appointed by the Speaker, unless otherwise specially di- 
rected by the House, in which case they shall be elected by 
the House; and if, upon such vote, the number required shall 
not be elected by a majority of the votes given, the House 
shall proceed to a second vote, in which a plurality shall pre- 
vail; and in case a greater number than that required to com- 
pose or complete a committee shall have an equal number of 
votes, the House shall take another vote. 

8. All acts, addresses and joint resolutions shall be signed 
by the Speaker, as required by the Constitution, and all 
writs, warrants and subpoenas issued by order of the House 
shall be under his hand and attested by the clerk. 

9. In case of any disturbance and disorderly conduct in 
the galleries, the Speaker, or chairman of the whole House, 
shall have power to order the same to be cleared. 

Rules of Ddcorum and Debate. — 10. When any member 
is about to speak in the debate, or deliver any matter to the 
House, he shall rise from his seat and respectfully address 
himself to **Mr. Speaker " 

11. If any member, in speaking or otherwise, transgresses 
the rules of the House, the Speaker shall, or any member 
may, call him to order; in which case the member so called 
to order shall immediately sit down, unless permitted to ex- 
plain; and the House shall, if appealed to, decide on the case, 
but without debate. If the decision be in favor of the mem- 
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ber called to order, he shall be at liberty to proceed; if the 
decision be against him, and the case requires it, he shall be 
liable to the censure of the House. 

12. When two or more members happen to rise at once, the 
Speaker shall name the one who is first to speak, and his de- 
cision shall be final and not open to debate or appeal. 

13. No member shall speak more than twice, either in the 
House or the committee of the whole, on the same question, 
nor more than ten minutes in the House, or half an hour in 
committee of the whole, without leave of the House, nor more 
than once until every member choosing to speak shall have 
spoken. But the mover of any propositions shall have the 
right of opening and closing the debate, and ia case the pro- 
position comes from any committee, then the member mak- 
ing the report from the committee shall have the right to 
open and close the debate in like manner, and for this pur- 
pose may speak not to exceed twenty minutes in the House 
nor one hour in committee of the whole; and no member shall 
be permitted to consume the time of another member with- 
out the consent of the House. 

14. While the yeas and nays are being called, or votes are 
being counted, no member shall visit the Clerk's table or 
leave his seat. 

15. No member shall vote on any question in the determi- 
nation of which he is immediately interested, nor in any case 
where he was not within the bar of the house when the ques- 
tion was put; and when any member shall ask leave to vote, 
the Speaker shall propound to him the question: **W^ere you 
within the bar of the Aouse when the question was put?'' 

16. Any member may call for a division of a question when 
the same will admit of it. 

17. Upon a division and count of the House upon any ques- 
tion, no member without the bar shall be counted. 

18. Every member who is in the House when any question 
is put shall give his vote, unless the House, for reasons as- 
signed, shall excuse him; and any member who is present 
and shall fail and refuse to vote, after being requestea so to 
do by the Speaker, shall be recorded, under direction of the 
Speaker, as voting with the minority on the subject or ques- 
tion being voted upon. No member shall be allowed to make 
any explanation of a vote he is about to give, or ask to be ex- 
cused from voting, after the Clerk, under the order of the 
House, shall have commenced calling the yeas and nays. 
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19. All questions relating to priority of business shjill be 
decided without debate 

20. There shall be no smoking, eating nor cracking nuts 
allowed in the House during its sitting. 

Order of Business for the Day — 21. As soon as the 
journal is adopted, the unfinished business of the House, if 
there be any, shall be disposed of; then the Speaker shall 
call for petitions and memorials; the petitions and memorials 
having been presented, shall be disposed of as follows: 

1. By motion to reject. 2. To lay on table. 3. To post- 
pone to a day certain. 4. To committ. 5. To postpone in- 
definitely. 

The order of commitment shall be to: 

1. The appropriate standing committee. 2. The committee 
of Whole House. 3. A select committee. 

After memorials and petitions are disposed of, then bills 
and resolutions shall be in order for one hour if not sooner 
disposed of, then reports from standing committees shall be 
called for in regular order, and when made shall go upon the 
Speaker's table among the orders of the day in their regular 
order, according to their numbers; then reports from special 
committees shall be called for, which reports shall be acted 
upon at the discretion of the House. After petitions, bills, 
resolutions and reports from committees have been disposed 
of, the House shall proceed to the order of the day, and .the 
Speaker shall announce the same as follows: 

1. Simple resolutions. 2. Messages and executive com- 
munications. 3. Messages from the Senate and Senate 
amendments to House bills or resolutions. 4. Bills on third 
reading. 5 Bills on their second reading. 6. Bills on their 
first reading. 

After the business on the Speaker's table has been 
reached, no new business shall be introduced without leave 

of the House. 

The order of the day shall always have precedence when 
the hour for considering the same has arrived. 

Rules of the ftouse. — 22. No bill shall have the force of 
a law until it has been read on three several days in each 
House, and free discussion allowed thereon; but in cases of 
imperative public necessity (which necessity shall be stated 
in a preamble, or in the body of the bill), four-fifths of the 
House in which the bill may be pending may suspend this 
rule, the yeas and nays being taken on the question of sus- 
pension, and entered upon the journals. All bills for raising 



16 

revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives, but 
the Senate may amend or reject them as other bills. 

23. After a bill has been considered and defeated by either 
House of the Legislature, no bill containing the same sub- 
stance shall be passed into a law during the same session. 
After a resolution has been acted upon and defeated, no res- 
olution 'Containing the same substance shall be considered at 
the same session. 

24. A bill may be introduced without motion for leave to 
bring in a bill. 

25. All bills before the House shall be taken up and acted 
upon in the order in which they are numbered, and it shall 
be the duty of the Chief Clerk to number every bill in its 
regular order, upon its first reading: Provided, That local 
bills shall be considered on Saturday of each week, until dis- 
posed of; and provided further, that no bill affecting any rail- 
road or mercantile corx)oration shall be considered as a local 
bill, within the meaning of this rule. 

26. On the first reading! of a bill or joint resolution it shall 
be referred. 

27. Bills, resolutions and other papers referred to com- 
mittees shall be taken up and acted upon by the committees 
in the order in which they were referred, and shall be re- 
ported back to the House within ten (10) days from the dates 
of their respective reference, unless the House shall grant a 
committee additional time for the consideration of a paper 
referred to it. 

28. After a committee has reported on a bill, amendments 
shall be in order. If tio amendments are made, or if those 
proposed are adopted, then the final question upon the second 
reading of every bill or resolution originating in the House, 
and requiring three readings previous to its being passed, 
shall be whether it shall be engrossed; and bills ordered to 
be engrossed shall go on the calendar in their regular course. 

29. All bills and joint resolutions which have passed their 
second reading, and are ordered to be engrossed, shall be 
presented to the House for their third reading, written in a 
fair, legible hand, without erasures, interlineations, or addi- 
tions in the margin thereof. 

30. When a bill shall have been committed on its third 
reading, and reported to the House with amendments, it 
shall take the course of a bill at its second reading, unless 
the amendments were made in the Committee of the Whole, 
in which case the House shall immediately proceed to act on 
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the bill; but when a bill has been committed once at its read- 
ing it shall not be in order to commit it again more than once, 
unless for some special amendment proposed, and then only 
by consent of two- thirds present: Provided, That this shaU 
not apply to bills committed on third reading and reported 
to the House with amendments. 

31. All bills, when reported favorably by a commitlee, shall 
be printed and a copy laid on the desk of each member before 
the bill is acted on by the House. All other bills, resolutions, 
reports, memorials and petitions shall be printed on the 
order of the House. 

32. When a bill shall pass it shall be certified by the Clerk, 
noting the day of its passage at the foot thereof. 

Simple Resolutions* — 33. When resolutions are called 
for, the member offering a resolution shall rise in his place 
and say: '*Mr. Speaker, I offer the following resolution.'' 

The Speaker shall then say: *'The gentleman from 

offers the following resolution. '' The resolution will be read. 
As soon as the clerk shall have read the same the Speaker 
shall say: **What order will the House take on the resolu- 
tion?" If the second reading of the resolution is called for, 
the Speaker shall say: ** Second reading of the resolution is 
called. If there is no objection the resolution shall be read a 
second time." If objection be made to the second reading it 
shall be in order for any member to move for second reading, 
which, if carried, the resolution shall be read again, and it 
will then be before the House for amendment, adoption or 
rejection. If the second reading is not moved, the resolu- 
tion shall lie over until the following day, when it will come 
up as business on the Speaker's table. 

Ooncui'i'ent Resolutions. — 34. Concurrent resolutions shall 
take the same course as simple resolutions. Concurrent 
resolutions are defined as those which only require con- 
currence on the part of the Senate, and do not require the 
approval of the Governor. 

35. No new motion or proposition on a subject different 
from that under consideration shall be admitted under color 
of amendment, or as a substitute for the motion or proposi- 
tion under debate. 

36. — When a motion has been once made and carried in the 
affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for any member 
of the majority or prevailing side to move for a reconsidera- 
tion thereof, provided it is made on the same day, or the 
next sitting day, before the order of the day is taken up; and 
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provided further, that if said motion shall not be disposed 
of on the same day on which it is made, one day's notice shall 
be given before said motion can be called up and disposed of; 
and provided further, that such motion if made during the 
last three day^ of the session, shall be disposed of when 
made. 

37. When the reading of a paper is called for, and the same 
is objected to by any member, the House shall determine 
whether said paper shall be read or not. 

38. If a pending question is not disposed of, owing to an 
adjournment of the House, no member- who has spoken twice 
on the subject shall be allowed to speak again without leave. 

39. When motions are made for the reference of a subject 
to a select or standing committee, the question for the refer- 
ence to a standing committee shall be put first. 

40. When a motion is made and seconded, it shall be stated 
by the Speaker, or, being in writing, it shall be handed to the 
Chair and read aloud by the Clerk before debated. 

41 Every motion shall be reduced to writing if the 
Speaker or any member desires it. 

42. After a motion is stated by the Speaker, or read by the 
Clerk, it shall be deemed to be in possession of the House, 
but may be withdrawn by the mover, with the consent of the 
member who may have seconded the proposition. 

43. When a question is under debate no motion shall be re- 
ceived, but — 

1. To adjourn. 2. To lay on the table. 3. For the pre- 
vious question. 4. To postpone to a day certain. 5. To 
commit. 6. To amend; or 7. To postpone indefinitely, 

Which several motions shall have precedence in the order 
in which they are arranged; provided, no bill shall be tabled 
until after reference to and report from a committee, and no 
motion to postpone to a day certain, to commit, or to post- 
pone indefinitely, being decided, shall be again allowed on the 
same day at the same stage of a bill or proposition. A mo- 
tion to strike out the enacting words of a bill shall have pre- 
cedence of a motion to amend, and if carried shall be con- 
sidered equivalent to its rejection. 

Pi'eVious Question. — 44. The previous question shall be put 
in this form: '* Shall the main question now be put?" It 
shall only be admitted when seconded by fifteen (15) mem- 
bers present, and, when carried, its effect shall be to put an 
end to all debate and bring the House to a direct vote: 

1. Upon the pending amendment, and so on back to the 
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first amendment offered. 2. Upon amendments reported by 
committee, if any. 3. Upon the main question. 

45. It shall be in order to move a call of the House after 
the previouse question has been ordered. 

46. On motion for the previous question there shall be no 
debate. All incidental questions of order arising after a mo- 
tion is made for the previous question, and pending such 
motion, shall be decided, whether on appeal or otherwise, 
without debate. After a call for the previous question has 
been sustained by the House, the question shall be put and 
determined as above, without debate on either amendments 
or the main question, except the mover of the proposition, or 
the member making the report from the committee shall 
have the right to close the debate, and no motion to adjourn 
shall be in order after the previous question is seconded, 
until the final vote upon the main question shall be taken. 

47. A motion for the previous question shall not be laid on 
the table. 

48. The previous question can be applied to motions to 
postpone to a day certain, or indefinitely, or to commit. 

49. In order to be entitled to vote, and to be within the bar 
of the House, a member must be on the floor of the hall and 
within the walls enclosing the same, and not outside of any 
of the doors leading out of the hall, and he must vote from 
his seat. 

50. No person shall be admitted within the bar of the 
House but members of the Senate, officers of the General 
State Government, the heads of departments and ex-mem- 
bers of the Legislature or this State, and ladies upon the in- 
vitation of members. 

Gall of the H*olise. — 51. Any fifteen members (including 
the Speaker, if there be one), shall be authorized to compel 
the attendance of absent members. 

Upon a call of the House, whenever all the members shall 
be present, except those excused or absent by authority of 
the House, the call shall be considered suspended, but until 
the House is full or the call suspended the Chair will proceed 
with the regular order of business, but no member shall be 
permitted to leave the hall until after the subject matter 
upoQ which the call was ordered shall be disposed of, with- 
out permission of the Speaker, and immediately upon the 
House being declared full it shall take up the business upon 
which the call was ordered. 

NaiTies to be Galled /Alphabetically. — 52. Upon calls of the 
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House, and in taking the yeas and nays on any question, the 
names of the members shall be called alphabetically. 

ApcUolii'nment. — 53. A motion to adjourn, except as herein-, 
before provided in Rule 46, and a motion to fix the day to 
which the House shall adjourn, shall always be in order. 
These motions and the motion to lay on the table shall be de- 
cided without debate. 

Rules Suspended of Changed. — ?4. No standing rule or 
order of the House shall be rescinded or changed without one 
day's notice being given of the motion thereof; nor after 
such notice shall any rule be rescinded or changed, except 
by a vote of two- thirds of the members present; neither shall 
any rule of the House be suspended, nor the order of busi- 
ness established by the rules of the House be postponed or 
changed, except by a vote of at least two-thirds of the mem- 
bers present. 

Whefe Rules ai'e Silent. — 55. On any question of order 
or parliamentary practice, where these rules are silent or in- 
explicit, Jefferson's Manual, or Barclay's or Smith's Digest 
of Parliamentary Law shall be considered as authority. 

/Absentees. — 56. No member shall absent himself from the 
sittings of the House without leave, unless in case of sick- 
ness; and every member absenting himself without leave 
shall for each day of absence forfeit the pay allowed him by 
law. 

It shall require a two-thirds vote of the members present 
to excuse absentees, and no member shall be excused upon 
his own motion. 

57. The names of absentees shall appear upon the journal. 

Journal* — 58. The proceeding of the House, when not act- 
ing in Committee of the vVhole, shall be entered on the jour- 
nal as concisely as possible, care being taken to detail a true 
and accurate account of the proceedings, with the number of 
each bill introduced and a synopsis of its contents. 

59. Every vote of the House shall be entered on the jour- 
nal, with concise statement of the question, and a brief state- 
ment of the contents of each petition; memorial or paper pre- 
sented to the House shall also be inserted on the journal. 

Sergeant-at-a^fms. — 60. It shall be the duty of the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms to attend the house during its settings; to have 
charge of the chamber of the House of Representatives, sub- 
ordinates to the Speaker, and the committee rooms and 
offices belonging thereto; to keep the same in order, and to 
execute the commands of the House from time to time, to- 
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gether with all such process issued by authority thereof as 
shall be directed to him by the Speaker. 

Gle^Ks. — 61. The Chief Assistant Clerk shall rise and re- 
main standing whilst reading the documents to the House. 

62. The Assistant Clerk of the House shall, in the event of 
the absence, resignation or death of the Cheif Clerk, take 
charge of and attend to all the duties of the ofiice until his 
successor shall be elected. 

63. No extra compensation shall be allowed to any clerk or 
other officer of the House. 

Repoi'tefs. — 64. Reporters shall be assigned appropriate 
and convenient seats in the House, by direction of the 
Speaker 

Witnesses. — 65. The rules for paying witnesses summoned 
to appear before the House, or any of its committees, shall 
be as follows: For each day a witness shall attend, the sum 
of two dollars; and for coming to or going from the place of 
examination he shall receive actual and neces.:ary expenses, 
and two dollars for each day which is necessarially consumed 
in going to and returning from said place of examination; but 
nothing shall be paid for traveling home when the witness 
was at the place of trial when summoned. The certificate of 
the chairman of the committee before which a witness is 
summoned, of the amount due witness, shall be sufficient 
authorit3^ for the same to be paid. 

Committee of the Whole. — 66. In forming a Committee 
of the Whole House, the Speaker shall leave his chair, and a 
chairman to preside in committee shall be appointed by the 
Speaker. 

67. Upon bills committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House the bill shall first be read throughout by the Clerk, 
and then again be read and debated by clauses, leaving the 
preamble to be last considered. The body of the bill shall 
not be defaced or interlined, but all amendments, noting the 
page and line, shall b9 duly entered by the Clerk on a sepa- 
rate paper, as the same shall be agreed to by a committee, 
and so reported to the House. After report the bill shall 
again be subject to be debated and amended by clauses before 
a question to engross be taken. 

68. All amendments made to an origin'Bl motion in Com- 
mittee of the Whole shall be incorporated with the motion 
and so reported. 

69. In the event that the Committee of the Whole, at any 
sitting, shall, for want of time, fail to complete the amend- 
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ments proposed on any bill or resolutions under their consid- 
eration, or desire to postpone consideration thereof, it may, 
on motion made at any time in the committee, rise, report 
progress and have leave to sit again generally, or at a day 
certain 

70. All amendments made to a report committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House shall be noted and reported, 
as in the case of bills. 

71. No motion or proposition for a tax or charge upon the 
people shall be discussed the day on which it was made or 
offered. 

72. No sum or quantum of tax or duty voted by a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House shall be increased in the House until 
the motion or proposition for such increase shall first be dis- 
cussed and voted in a committee of the Whole House, and so 
in respect to the time of its continuance. 

73. All proceedings touching appropriations of money shall 
be discussed in the Committee of the Whole House, and no 
appropriations of money shall be made except by bill. 

74. The .rules of proceeding in the House shall be observed 
in committee, so far as the same is applicable. 

Standing Committees, — 75. Unless otherwise ordered by 
the House, the Speaker shall appoint the following commit- 
tees, consisting of the number designated, and no addition 
shall be made to any committee after it has been formed ex- 
cept upon the suggestion of the Chairman thereof and by a 
majority of the House, and all proposed legislation shall be 
referred to the appropriate committees named in this rule. 

1. Judiciary No. 1, 19 members. 2. Judiciary No. 2, 19 
members. 3. Constitutional Amendments, 18 members. 4. 
Internal Improvements, 18 members. 5. State Affairs, 22 
members. 6. Finance, 21 members 7 Education, 19 mem- 
bers. 8. Revenue and Taxation, 18 members. 9. Public 
Lands and Land Office, 22 members. 10. Public Health and 
Vital Statistics, 11 members. 11. Commerce and Manu- 
factures, 13 members. 12. County Government a ad County 
Finances, 17 members. 13. Privileges and Elections, 15 
members. 14. Public Printing, 11 members. 15. Public 
Buildings and Grounds, 17 membejs. 16. Roads Bridges 
and Ferries, 24 members. 17. Claims and Accounts, 10 
members. 18. Examination of Comptroller's and Treasur- 
er's Accounts; 7 members. 19. Private Land Claims, 9 mem- 
bers. 20. Engrossed Bills, 5 members. 21. Enrolled Bills, 
5 members. 22. Contingent Expenses, 8 members. 23. 
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Rules (Speaker ex officio chairman), '5 members. 24, Agri- 
cultural Affairs, 19 members. 25. Public Debt, 9 members. 
26. State Asylums, 19 members. 27. Judicial Districts, 19 
members. 28. Insurance, Statistics and History, 12 mem- 
bers. 29. Federal Relations, 10 members. 30. Stock and 
Stockraising, 17 members. 31. Counties and County Boun- 
daries, 14 members. 32. Penitentiaries, 24 members. 33. 
Military Affairs, 9 members. 34. Towns and City Corpora- 
tions, 14 members. 35. Mining and Minerals, 13 members. 
36. Irrigation, 14 members. 37. Labor, 10 members. 

76. The Committee on Engrossed Bills, in addition to their 
duties as such, are also Committee on Style, and it shall be 
their duty to see that all bills passed by the House are cor- 
rect in style, orthography, punctuation, ana in whatever 
else it is within the province of the committee to correct. 

77. It shall be in order for the Committees on Engrossed 
Bills and Enrolled Bills to report at any time. 

78. No committee shall sit during the time the House is in 
session without special leave first being granted. 

79. A majority of a commitiee shall constitute a quorum 
for business, and no report shall be made to the House unless 
ordered by a majority of such quorum. The views of the 
minority may be submitted in writing by any member of the 
committee. 

80. As soon as practicable it shall be the duty of the Chair- 
man, or Chairman pro tern, of the different committees to 
notify the Speaker, in writing, of the time fixed for the meet- 
ing of their respective committees, which information the 
Speaker shall cause to be posted up in a conspicuous place in 
the Hall as soon as practicable- 

81. If, after due notification, the members of any commit- 
tee fail to meet at the time and place designated, the Chair- 
man of such committee may instruct the Sergeant-at-Arms 
to arrest and compel the attendance of unexcused absentees. 

/Vmendnients to the Constitution* — All amendments pro- 
posed to the Constitution shall be subject to the rules that 
govern the proceedings in bills, except that they shall, in all 
cases, be read on three several days, and shall only be passed 
by a vote of two-thirds of the members elect to the House. 
(Constitution, Art. XVII, Sec. 1.) When a proposed amend- 
ment to the Constitution is under consideration the votes of 
a majority of the members present shall be sufficient to de- 
cide an amendment thereto, or any collateral or incidental 
question thereto short of the final question. 
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82. The yeas and nays of the members of the House on any 
question shall at the desire of any three members present, be 
called and entered on the journals; provided, when the yeas 
and nays are called by any three members, it shall be the 
duty of the Speaker to call for the names of the members 
calling for the yeas and nays, and have their names entered 
upon the journal; provided further, that it shall not be neces- 
sary to enter the names of those calling for the yea« and nays 
on the journals in cases where the Constitution requires the 
yeas and nays to be called. 
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JOINT RULES OF THE TWO HOUSES. 



Disailti'66iT|ent Between the TWo H^olises. — 1. In every 
case of an amendment in one house, and dissented to by the 
other, if either house shall request a conference and appoint 
a committee for that purpose, and the other house shall ap- 
point a committee to confer, such committees shall, at a con- 
venient hour to be agreed on by their chairmen, meet in 
their conference chamber and state to each other verbally or 
in writing, as either shall choose, the reasons of their 
respective houses for and against the amendment, and con- 
fer freely thereon. 

2. After each house shall have adhered to their disagree- 
ment, a bill or resolution is lost. 

3. When a bill or resolution, which shall have passed in one 
house, is rejected in the other, notice thereof is to be given 
to the house in which the same may have passed. 

Go mniU nictations Between the H*olJses« — 4. When a message 
ghall be sent from the Senate to the House of Representatives 
\^ shall be announced at the door of the House by the Door- 
jj^eper, and shall be respectfully communicated to the Chair 
Y^Y the person by whom it may be sent. 

5. The same ceremony shall be observed when a message 
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shall be sent from the House of Representatives to the 
Senate. 

6. All messages relating to the passage, substitution or 
amendment of any bill, resolution or other matter in passage 
between the two houses, shall be sent by such person as a 
sense of propriety in each house may determine to be proper, 
and shall be in writing on but one side of separate sheet or 
sheets of paper, and shall be properly addressed to the pre- 
siding officer of the house to which the message be sent, and 
shall be signod by the person delivering the same, in his 
official capacity, and such messages, as written, shall be 
printed in full in the journal of the house receiving the same. 

7. While bills and resolutions are on their passage between 
the two houses they shall be on paper, and under the signa- 
ture of the Secretary or Clerk of each house respectively. 

8. Ekch house transmits to the other all papers on which 
any bill or resolution may b# founded. 

Eni'ollind and 8in6>nd of Bills aqd Resolutions and Their 
Presentation to the Governor. — 9. After a bill shall have 
passed both houses it shall be duly enrolled on paper by the 
Enrolling Clerk of the House of Representatives, or of the 
Senate, as the bill may have originated in the one' or the 
other house, and properly signed by the presiding officer of 
each house, as required by the Constitution, before it shall 
be presented to the Governor. 

10. When bills are enrolled they may be examined by a 
joint committee of three from the Senate and three from the 
House of Representatives, appointed as a standing committee 
for that purpose, who shall carefully compare the enrollment 
with the engrossed bills as passed in the houses, and care- 
fully correcting any errors that may be discovered in the en- 
rolled bills, make their report forthwith to the respective 
houses. 

11. After examination and report each bill shall be signed 
in the respective houses — first, by the presiding officer of 
the house in which it originates, then by the presiding officer 
of the other house, in accordance with Art. Ill, Sec. 38, of 
the Constitution. 

12. After a bill shall have thus been signed in each house 
it shall be presented to the Governor for his approbation by 
the Enrolling Committee of the house in which it originated, 
it being first endorsed on the back of the roll, certifying in 
which house the same originated, which endorsement shall 
be signed by the Secretary or Clerk, as the case may be,* of 
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the house in which the same did originate and shall be en- 
tered on the journal of such house. The said committee shall 
report the day of presentation to the Grovernor, which time 
shall be carefully entered on the journal of the house in 
which the bill originated. 

13. All orders, resolutions and votes, which are to be pre 
sented to the Governor of the State for his approbation, shall 
also in the same manner be previously enrolled, examined 
and signed, and shall be presented in the same manner and 
by the same committee, as provided in the case of bills. 

■flections by Joint Vote of the Ti^o H'oUaes. — 14. In all 

elections by joint vote of the two houses of the Legislature 
the Senate will, upon invitation, meet the House in its hall at 
the hour agreed upon. The President of the Senate shall 
take a seat at the right of the Speaker, and the Senators 
shall take seats in front of the Speaker's desk. The Speaker 
of the House shall preside. The names of the Senators shall 
then be alphabetically called, after which the names of the 
Representatives shall be called in like manner, and if a 
quorum of both houses answer to their names the two houses 
will proceed with the business for which they have met. The 
President of the Senate shall first call for nominations by 
Senators, and the Speaker of the House shall then call for 
nominations by Representatives. Nominations being made, 
the names of the Senators shall be called by the Secretary, 
and their votes recorded by him. The names of the Repre- 
sentatives shall then be called by their Clerk, and their votes 
recorded by him, and the result shall be handed to and an- 
nounced by the Speaker. Should a majority be required to 
elect, and no person receive a majority, the voting shall be 
repeated until an election is made. After the conclusion of 
the election for which the two houses have met in joint ses- 
sion, the Senate shall retire to its chamber, and the result of 
the joint vote shall be entered on the journal of each house. 

15. If a quorum of either house should fail to attend a joint 
session, or absent themselves therefrom without the permis- 
sion of such house, the members of the house so wanting a 
quorum, if ten in number, shall have the right to compel the 
attendance of the absentees, in accordance with its own rules; 
and after a reasonable time, if a quorum is not obtained, the 
joint session may be adjourned by the vote of a majority of 
the members of either house, which votes shall be taken by 
the presiding officer of either house, on the motion of any 
one of its members, without debate. 
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16. If no choice shall have been made on the first ballot or 
vote, at any time thereafter the joint session may be ad- 
journed, with or without naming another day for meeting, by 
the vote of a majority of either house, which vote shall be 
taken by the presiding officer of either house, on the motion 
of any one of its members, without delay. 

17. In all conferences between the Senate and the House 
by committees, the number of each committee shall be five 
{5), and all votes on matters of difference shall be taken by 
each committee separately, and it shall require a majority of 
each committee present concurring upon the matter in dis- 
pute to determine it. The reports of all conference commit- 
tees must be signed by a majority of each committee of the 
conference. 
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STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE 



JUDICIARY NO. l.-Lewis, Chairman, Dibrell, Atlee, 
Presler, Beall, Goss, Greer, Gough, Woods, Turney, Bailey, 
Linn of Wharton, Yantis, Tillett, Neal, Ross, Terrell, Burns, 
lio^ers. 

JUDICIARY NO. 2.— Stafford. Chairman, Woods, Gough, 
Goss, Yantis, Beall, Ross, Greer, Dibrell, Atleo, Bailey, Tur- 
ney, Bowser, Colquitt, Neal, Terrell. 

FINANCE. — Stone, Chairman, Way land, Bowser, Kerr, 
Rogers, Boren, Beall, Colquitt, Linn of Victoria, Bailey, Yett, 
Greer, Morriss, Ross, Turney, Presler, Terrell. 

FEDERAL RELATIONS.— Greer, Chairman, Turney, 
Neal, Terrell. Lewis, Ross, Harrison. 

PUBLIC LANDS.— Goss, Chairman, Tillett, Presler, 
Lewis, Turney, Linn of Victoria, Rogers, Stone, Boren, 
Gough, Darwin, Atlee, Greer, Stafford. 

PENITENTIARIES.— Boren, Chairman, Rogers, Dibrell, 
Morriss, Wayland, Darwin, Yett, Kerr, Greer, Neal, Col- 
quitt, Lewis, Tillett. 
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COMMERCE AND MANUFACTURES.— Bowser, Chair- 
man, Yett, Kerr, Linn of Victoria, Burns, Greer, Yantis» 
Bailey, Wayland, Stone, Linn of Wharton. 

PUBLIC DEBT.— Wayland, Chairman, Kerr, Stone, Bow- 
ser, Linn of Wharton, Morriss. 

STATE ASYLUMS.— Gough, Chairman, Ross, Colquitt, 
Morriss, Greer, Tillett, Woods, Bowser, Yett, Wayland, 
Burns, Harrison. 

JUDICIAL DISTRICTS.— Dibrell, Chairman, Beall, Yan- 
tis, Goss' Gough, Greer, Atlee, Terrell, Lewis, Bailey, Staf- 
ford, Tillett, Colquitt, Ross, Burns. 

STATE AFFAIRS — Beall, Chairman, Kerr, Neal, Mor- 
riss, Stafford, Dibrell, Colquitt, Rogers, Bowser, Woods, 
Stone, Wayland. 

EDUCATION.— Presler, Chairman, Beall, Goss, Gough, 
Rogers, Colquitt, Boren, Bowser, Ross, Morriss, Terrell, 
Linn of Wharton. 

TOWNS AND CITY CORPORATIONS,— Bailey, Chair- 
man, Linn of Victoria, Atlee, Kerr, Burns, Yett. Stone, Col- 
quitt, Yantis, Bowser. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS.— Yett, Chair- 
man, Gough, Goss, Bowser, Rogers. 

INSURANCE, STATISTICS AND HISTORY.— Linn of 
Victoria, Chairman, Bowser, Greer, Turney, Neal, Atlee, 
Harrison. 

ENROLLED BILLS.— Rogers, Chairman, Neal, Yett, 
Ross, Greer 

TRE\SURER'S AND COMPTROLLER'S OFFICES.— 
Neal, Chairman, Stafford, Darwin, Boren, Ross, Terrell, Way- 
land. 

PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS.— Yantis, Chairman, 
Turney, Tillett, Dibrell, Stafford, Gough, Terrell, Darwin. 

RULES. — Beall, Chairman, Gough, Lewis, Goss, Yantis. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS.— Linn of Wharton, Chairman, 
Stafford, Presler, Kerr. Woods. 

PUBLIC HEALTH.— Morriss, Chairman, Yett, Woods, 
Darwin. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS.— Atlee, Chairman, 
Woods, Greer, Yantis, Gough, Goss, Dibrell, Burns, Ross, 
Neal, Tillett. 

COUNTIES AND COUNTY BOUNDARIES.— Woods, 
Chairman, Beall, Boren, Linn of Victoria, Colquitt, Ross, 
Terrell, Presler, Kerr, Linn of Wharton, Harrison, Yantis. 

FRONTIER PROTECTION.— Tillett, Chairman, Burns, 
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Goss, Turney, Atlee, Presler, Kerr, Dibrell, Hayrison. 

CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS.— Linn of Victoria, Chairman, 
Kerr, Boren, Burns, Harrison. 

STOCK AND STOCKRAISING.— Turney, Chairman, Til- 
lett, Goss, Atlee, Wayland, Kerr, Rogers. 

CONTINGENT EXPENSES —Kerr, Chairman, Boren, 
Rogers, Wayland, Morriss. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE.— Ross, Chairman, Yett, Mor- 
riss, Bailey, Boren, Yantis, Stone, Neal, Goss. 

MINING AND IRRIGATION.— Turney, Chairman, Til- 
lett. Burns, Greer, Bowser, Atlee, Gough Yantis. 

MILITARY AFFAIRS.— Terrell, Chairman, Beall, Pres 
ler, Turney, Bailey, Yett. 

INTERNAL I MPROVEMENTS . —Colquitt, Chairman , 
Neal, Bailey, Yantis, Boren, Presler, Wayland, Rogers, Bow- 
ser, Burns, Morriss, Stafford. 

LABOR — Neal, Chairman, Rogers, Darwin, Burns, Way- 
land, Harrison. 

AGRICULTURAL AFFAIRS.— Rogers, Chairman, Way- 
land. Yantis, Stone, Darwin, Morriss, Harrison. 

PUBLIC PRINTING.— Tillett, Chairman, Boren, Colquitt, 
Neal, Terrell, Linn of Victoria. 

ENGROSSED BILLS.— Gough, Chairman, Boren, Dibrell. 

ROADS, BRIDGES AND PERRIES.— Wayland, Chair- 
man, Woods, Harrison, Darwin, Rogers, Yantis, Terrell. 
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STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE. 



JUDICIARY NO. 1.— Ward, Chairman, Randolph, Fisher, 
Blair, Moore of Lamar, Seabury, Bell, McKamy, Ayers, 
Wolters, Sluder, Dies, Tracy, (/hilds, Bean, Barrett, Neigh- 
bors, Williams, Staples. 

JUDICIARY NO. 2.— Bailey, Chairman, Rogers, Evans of 
Hunt, Good, Logan, Turner, Rogan, Burns, Kimbell, Ewing, 
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Wilcox, Dennis, Pitts, Reubell, Meade, Love, Wall, Martin, 
Brigance. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMEMDMENTS.— Rogers, Chair- 
man, Beaird, Bertram, Bumpass, Rudd, McGaughey, Logan, 
Good, Vaughan of Collin, Flint, Humphrey, Blackburn, Shel- 
burne, Bailey, Barbee, Patterson, Reubell, Stamper. 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS.— Williams, Chairman, Lo- 
gan, Beaird, Meade, Childs, Burns, Rogan, Robbins, LiUard, 
Bumpass, Harris, Browne, Gilbough, Wolters, Bell, Wood, 
Curry, Reiger. 

ST\TE AFFAIRS.— Carpenter, Chairman, Drew, Hum- 
phrey, Browne, O'Connor, Ayers. Ward, Boyd, Maxwell, 
Mercer, Brewster, Thaxton, Henderson, Reubell, Shrop- 
shire, Randolph, Logan, Love, Savage, Schlick, Vaughan of 
Guadalupe, Stokes. 

FINANCE. — Garrison, Chairman, Dean, Browne, Free- 
man, Thomas, Moore of Fort Bend, Moore of Lamar, Wilcox, 
Conoly, Hill of Travis, Robbins, O'Connor, Maxwell, Curry, 
Smyth, Morris, Gilbough, Reiger, Pfeuffer, Vaughan of 
Guadalupe, Cureton. 

EDUCATION. — McGaughey, Chairman, Carswell, Lotto, 
McKellar, Strother, Lillard, Henderson, Hill of Gonzales, 
Shelburne, Jones, Feild, Wallace, Barrett, Doyle, Childs, 
Brewster, Stokes, Smith, Savage. 

REVENUE AND TAXATION.— Curry, Chairman, Childs, 
Humphrey, Drew, Lillard, Peery, Reiger, Carswell, Shel- 
burne, Stamper, Wood, Melton, McKellar, Oliver, Vaughan 
of Collin, Garrison, Thomas, Holland of Burnet. 

PUBLIC LANDS AND LAND OFFICE.— Robbins, Chair- 
man, McGaughey, Graham, Good, Ayers, Martin, Peery, 
Barrett, Bumpass, Burns, Carpenter, Crawford, Crowley, 
Dorroh, Shropshire, Smyth, Thompson, Lillard, Jones, 
Tucker, Cureton, Brigance. 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND VITAL STATISTICS.— Free- 
man, Chairman, Flint, Feild, Hill of Travis, Oliver, Stamper, 
Shelburne, Strother, Manson, Bertram, Pitts. 

COMMERCE AND MAN UFCTURES.— Evans of Hunt, 
Chairman, Vaughan of Collin, McKellar, Doyle, Dorroh, 
Bean, Bell, Callan, Gilbough, Garrison, Hill of Gonzales, 
Shropshire, Holland of Burnet. 

COUNTY GOVERNMENT AND COUNTY FINANCES. 
— Beaird, Chairman, Barbee, Boyd, Brewster, Conoly, Craw- 
ford, Shropshire, Ewing, Green, McKellar, Love, Randolph, 
Wall, Peery. 
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PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS.— Moore of Lamar, 
Chairman, Wolters, Meade, Ayers, Bounds, Ewing, Dies, 
Evans of Grayson, Williams, Seabury, Humphrey, Maxwell, 
V ) wley, Edwards, Burney. 

PUBLIC PRINTING.— McFarland, Chairman, Turner, 
Ewing, Peilds, Hensley, Hill of Gonzales, Dickinson, Martin, 
Jones, Edwards, Smith. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS.— Rudd, Chair- 
man, O'Connor, Wilcox, Wolters, Strother, Sluder, Turner, 
Neighbors. Benson, Manson, Bird, Rhea, Savage, Schlick, 
Stamper, Hill of Travis, Vaughan of Collin. 

ROADS, BRIDGES AND FERRIES.— Rogan, Chairman, 
McKamy, Wall, Stamper, Benson, Collier, Conoly, Dean, 
Bean, Drew, Evans of Grayson, Flint, Curry Callan, Fields, 
Fisher, Graham, Kirk, Manson, McFarland, Thaxton, Skil- 
lern, Martin, Mundine. 

CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS.— Bertram, Chairman, Pfeuf 
fer, McFarland, Jones, Kimbell, Turner, Thomas, Tracy, 
Porter, Brigance. 

EXAMINATION OF COMPTROLLER'S AND TREAS- 
URER'S ACCOUNTS.— Logan, Chairman, Thomas, Neigh- 
bors, Kimbell, Dennis, Vaughan of Guadalupe, Cureton. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS.— Bounds, Chairman, Fisher, 
Dennis, Bar bee, Staples, Holland of Harris, Car swell, Craw- 
ford, Patterson. 

ENGROSSED BILLS.— Dies, Chairman, Fields, Freeman, 
Welch, Robbins. 

ENROLLED BILLS.— Lillard, Chairman, Moore of Lamar, 
Dean, Seabury, Collier. 

CONTINGENT EXPENSES.— Drew, Chairman, Burns, 
Bertram, Callan, Boyd, Welch, Crowley, Bvans of Grayson, 
Dies, Burney. 

RULES. — Fields, Chairman, Rogan, Rudd, McGaughey, 
McKamy. 

AGRICULTURAL AFFAIRS. — Bumpass, Chairman, 
Green, Porter, Rhea, Melton. Tucker, Wallace, Manson, 
Benson, Alexander, Barbee, Conoly, Dickinson, Hensley, 
Kirk, Graham, Bird, Blackburn, Skillern. 

PUBLIC DEBT.— Burns, Chairman, Bertram. Sluder, 
Staples, Tucker, Freeman, Hensley, Hill of Gonzales, Stokes. 

STATE ASYLUMS.— Martin, Chairman, Alexander, Bird, 
Doyle, Blair, Collier, Hill of Travis, Kirk, Dorroh, Porter, 
Mercer, Pitts, Oliver, Patterson, Strother, Neighboas, Wood, 
Morton, Mundine. 
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JUDICIAL DISTRICTS.— Holland of Harris, Chairman, 
Evans of Hunt, Bell, Dean, Maxwell, Logan, Good, Moore of 
Port Bend, Seal^ury, Pitts, Peery, Tracy, Rudd, Williams, 
' Staples, Sluder, Tucker, Thompson, Love. 

INSURANCE, STATISTICS AND HISTORY.— Evans of 
Grayson, Chairman, Alexander, Bean, Lotto, Morris, Reubell, 
Mercer, Wood, Pfeuffer, Rhea, Savage, Morton. 
* FEDERAL RELATIONS. — Childs, Chairman, Wilcox, 
Meade, Rogan, Fisher, Ward, McFarland, McKamy, Bar- 
rett, Bailey. 

STOCK AND STOCKRAISING.— Kirk, Chairman, Craw- 
ford, Crowley, Hill of Gonzales, Wallace, Humphrey, Melton, 
Moore of Fort Bend, Morris, Robbins, Rudd, Thaxton, Callan, 
Rhea, Burney, Cureton. 

COUNTIES AND COUNTY BOUNDARIES.— Good, Chair- 
man, Kimbell, Wallace, Thompson, Brewster, Blackburn, 
Edwards, Green, Schlick, Thaxton, Wall, Melton, Bounds, 
Brigance. 

PENITENTIARIES.— Oliver, Chairman, Bean, Pfeuffer, 
Alexander, Henderson, Morris, Green, Crawford, ACoore of 
Fort Bend, Graham, Pitts, Randolph, Vaughan of Guadalupe, 
Feild, Rogers, Carpenter, Welch, Blackburn, O'Connor, Bird, 
Hensley, Brigance, Stokes, Smith. 

MILITARY AFFAIRS.— Smyth, Chairman, Bounds, Rog- 
ers, Patterson, Lotto, Tracy, Holland of Harris, Evans of 
Hunt, Holland of Burnet. 

TOWNS AND CITY CORPORATIONS.— Reiger, Chair- 
man, Sluder, Wallace, Hill of 1 ravis, Blair, Harris, Browne, 
Gilbough, Beaird, Rudd, CoUier, Dennis, Feild, SkiUern. 

MINING AND MINERALS.— Seabury, Chairman, Ed- 
wards, Dickinson, Thompson, Thaxton, Shropshire, Rhea, 
Morton, Benson, Dorroh, Doyle, Flint, Mundine. 

IRRIGATION.— Callan, Chairman, Melton, Crowley, Dick- 
inson, Curry, Schlick, Smyth, Thompson, Blair, Edwards, 
Welch, Mercer, Jones, Burney. 

LABOR. — Humphrey, Chairman, Savage, Lotto, Welch, 
Porter, Boyd, Manson, Harris, Reiger, Cureton. 
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